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Week Ending Friday, September 13, 1996 


Remarks at Gulf Coast Community 
College in Panama City, Florida 
September 6, 1996 


The President. Thank you. Wow! Well, 
on the way up here Governor Chiles told me 
that—can you hear? We lost our sound. Can 
you hear me in the back? I'll just speak up— 
there it is. On the way up here Governor 
Chiles told me that as nearly as they could 
determine, I am the first sitting President 
ever to come to Panama City. Based on what 
I saw along the road coming in and the recep- 
tion you've given us, I’d say the others don’t 
know what they were missing. I’m glad to 
be here. [Applause] Thank you. 

I'd like to thank President McSpadden and 
all the others here at the community college 
for making me feel so welcome. I'd like to 
thank these excellent young musicians who 
played for us, called the Optimistics. They 
were great, weren’t they? Thank you very 
much. 

Thank you, Dawn, for the power of your 
example and for your fine introduction, but 
mostly because you embody what the Amer- 
ican dream is all about and the role of edu- 
cation in the American dream. I know all of 
you here who are students must have been 
very proud when Dawn Roberts was up here 
speaking, but I was proud just to be an Amer- 
ican, to know that we have people like this 
and that there are opportunities like this 
school has given her to make the most of 
her own life. 

I'd like to thank all the military people who 
serve our country who live in this area. And 
I'd like to thank all the people who work for 
Sallie Mae here, who have worked so hard 
to make college education affordable. 

I want to thank Governor Lawton Chiles 
for being my friend of many years and for 
what he said today. A lot of — say, “Well, 
why are you going up there? They never vote 
for Democrats.” And I said, “Well, I remem- 
ber when Lawton Chiles ran for Governor 


in 1994, and the Republicans said it was their 
year and that people in Florida would never 
reelect him. He Lept coming up here and 
saying that he was going to remind eve 

that the ‘he-coon’ walked just before the light 
of dawn. And I figured if I came up here, 
maybe I could find myself a ‘he-coon.’” So 
I’m looking around trying to find one. 

I thought I had personally used every 
down-home expression known to man until 
he said that. [Laughter] And I'm still learning 
things from Lawton Chiles after all of these 
years. 

I want to say a special word of thanks and 
honor to your retiring Congressman, Pete 
Peterson. He has—as all of you know, he has 
served his country magnificently and at great 
sacrifice to himself and his family for a very 
long time, and I honor him. And I was hon- 
ored to be able to nominate him to be our 
Nation’s first Ambassador to Vietnam since 
the end of the Vietnam war. He will be ter- 
rific at it. 

Now, in order for me to see his nomination 
through, I have to get my contract renewed. 
But if I do, that’s a campaign commitment 
you can put in the bank. He will be the next 
Ambassador to Vietnam. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it’s hot in here, and 
I’m proud you came to see me, and most 
of what I have to say is preaching to the 
saved; I realize that. But I want to emphasize 
to you why we are here, not in Panama City, 
but why we are here at this community col- 
lege, because I believe America ought to 
work the way the community colleges in 
America work. I believe they are the ultimate 
democratic institution, small “d”: open to ev- 
erybody, where everybody has a chance; re- 
sults oriented; flexible, not bureaucratic; 
working in partnership with the private sec- 
tor; guaranteeing opportunity for everybody 
who is responsible enough to seek it. 

This is the way America ought to work. 
And this is what I have tried to work on for 
4 years as President. I was sick and tired of 
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seeing ee politics dominated by hot 
air, negative charges, and I sought to bring 
an end to the politics of “who’s to blame” 
and to substitute for that “what are we going 
to do to make America a better place?” 

I think it’s plain that America is on the 
right track to the 21st century. We got some 
more information today: Last month our 
economy created another 250,000 jobs; our 
unemployment rate—as a nation our unem- 
a rate dropped to 5.1 percent, the 
owest in 72 years; wages are going up again 
for the first time in a decade. We have record 
numbers of new small businesses, record 
numbers of American exports all over the 
world. Our auto production is number one 
again in the world for the first time since 
the 1970’s; home ownership at a 15-year 
high. 

The minimum wage will go into effect, the 
increase, in October, and it will raise wages 
for 10 million of the hardest-working workin 
people in this country. I think that’s a nm 
thing. Twenty-five million Americans, includ- 
ing some of you in this audience, I'll bet, 
will be helped by the passage of the Ken- 
nedy-Kassebaum health care reform bill, 
which says to Americans, “You cannot lose 
your health insurance or be denied it if you 
change jobs or just because someone in your 
family has been sick.” That’s what insurance 
is for. 

For the first time since before the Civil 
War, in the 1840's, we have reduced the Gov- 
ernment’s enormous budget deficit in all 4 
years, a total of 60 percent, for the first time 
in well over 100 years. We can be proud of 
that. We are moving in the right direction. 
We're on the right track. 

There are 1.8 million fewer people on wel- 
fare than there were the day I took the oath 
of office. Child support collections are up 40 
percent and up 48 percent in Florida. Thank 
you, Governor, and thank you, Florida; 
you're doing a good job. 

We have worked hard to make sure that 
America would be the strongest force for 
peace and freedom and prosperity in the 
world. We have undertaken what anyone 
would say is the most successful restructuring 
of military forces in history. We have main- 
tained the capabilities, a readiness, the 
qualitative edge of our Armed Forces. You 


Sept. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 


heard Governor Chiles say it, but I want to 
say it again: I’m glad that the F-22’s are 
going to be headquartered here, and I know 
you will do a good job of helping to maintain 
America’s defense. 

But we still have more to do if we're going 
to build a bridge to the 21st century that ev- 
erybody can walk across. We've got to keep 
economic growth going, which means we 
have to balance the budget without unfair 
cuts in education, in environmental protec- 
tion, in research and technology, in Medicare 
and Medicaid. We've got to go forward to- 
gether, investing in the things that will make 
us stronger. We have to give the right kind 
of tax cuts to America’s families. They ought 
to be focused on raising children, on edu- 
cation, on emergency needs like health care, 
on buying that first home. And we ought to 
pay for our tax cuts and not have to cut Medi- 
care, Medicaid, or education, the environ- 
ment more. 

And we ought not to let that deficit go 
up. Last year, before they changed their posi- 
tion, our friends in the Republican Party put 
out one piece of paper that I agree with. 
They said, “If we get off this plan to balance 
the budget and we send a signal that we don’t 
care about it anymore, interest rates will go 
up 2 percent.” Now, people always tell me, 
“Don't ever talk about balancing the budget. 
When the economy is good, people get bored 
by it. They only care about it when the econ- 
omy is bad.” You should care about it. If in- 
terest rates go up 2 percent because the Gov- 
ernment is borrowing money when you're 
trying to borrow it, that means 2 percent on 
a home mortgage, on a car payment, on a 
credit card payment. Even more important 
than that, it means 2 percent for every busi- 
ness person that wants to borrow money to 
start a new business, to expand a business, 
to become more productive so that more 
people can be hired and more can get a raise. 
We've got to keep working to balance the 
budget in the right way to grow the economy. 

We passed a welfare reform bill that says 
to everybody on welfare now, “We'll take 
care of your children with health care, with 
nutrition, with child care. But if you're able- 
bodied, you have to go to work.” We've got 
to make sure there’s work to do for those 
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people. We have to create those jobs so they 
can go to work. 

The crime rate has come down in America 
for 4 years in a row. But we have to finish 
the work of putting 100,000 police on the 
street, and we have to continue to work to 
protect those who are trying to protect us. 
You know, in places like this part of Florida 
and nearly every place in my home State of 
Arkansas, when we passed the Brady bill and 
the assault weapons ban, the awfullest hew 
and cry you ever heard went up, and all of 
these hunters were told that we were coming 
after their rifles. The truth is, for the first 
time in American history, we’ve protected 
650 hunting and sporting weapons from any 
infringement by the Government. They've 
neglected to say that in the political rhetoric 
2 years ago. But here we are, 2 years later, 
and every hunting season every hunter in 
Florida and Arkansas still using the same rifle 
unless they told you to get another one. 

But to be fair and completely honest, there 
were some people who couldn’t get guns any- 
more: 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers 
could not get them because of the Brady bill. 
We were right, and they were wrong. 

Now, for reasons I will never understand, 
our friends in the opposition not only oppose 
us on that, they oppose putting 100,000 
lice officers on the street. Folks, when Hillary 
and I and Al and Tipper Gore took our bus 
trip after the convention through all of those 
little towns in Missouri, in Illinois, in Ken- 
tucky, in Tennessee, I went to some little 
towns where the police chief came up to me 
and said, “Mr. President, because of that 
100,000 police rogram, in our little town 
we've doubled the e size of our police depart- 
ment, and we cut the crime rate in half. 
Don’t let them stop this program.” This is 
something that’s protecting all Americans, 
from the Tagpeet cities to the smallest towns. 
So if you want to build a bridge to the 21st 
century for everybody, then our children 
have a right to be safe in their homes, on 
their streets, in their schools, in their future. 

We've got to build a bridge to the 2lst 
century that enables us to grow the economy 
and protect the environment at the same 
time. Ten million American children still live 
within 4 miles of a toxic waste site; that’s 
wrong. We've cleaned up more in 3 years 


1677 


than the previous administrations did in 12, 
but if you'll give me 4 more years, we'll clean 
up shag of the rest, the worst, so that 
our kids will be growing up next to parks, 
not poison. And let me say this —— 

e members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. This is so important to 
Florida. You're growing so fast, but people 
come here because it’s a beautiful place, og 
cause they love it. You have to find a way 
to grow and preserve the environment. 
Whether it’s the quality of water, the Florida 
Everglades, all of the resources you have, 
Florida has as big a stake in America finding 
a way to balance environmental preservation 
and restoration and economic growth as any 
other State in America. And that is my sol- 
emn commitment to you. That’s what we've 
done, and we’re going to do more of it to 
build that bridge to the 21st century. 

Let me just mention something else. 
When Dawn introduced me and talked a lit- 
tle bit about herself, I thought to myself: I 
wonder how many nontraditional students 
there are who have to balance work and 
school and taking care of kids. I bet a lot 
of you do. I never go into a crowd of ordinary 
Americans that I don’t hear somebody talk 
to me about how one of their biggest con- 
cerns is how they can succeed in their work 
life and succeed in raising their children, in 
their home life. 

Since most American parents, whether 
they're single parents or in two-parent house- 
holds, are both working and parenting, I 
think you can make a compelling case that 
our country has no more important respon- 
sibility than doing everything in our er 
to heh the pen. pee echo pen 
their i" rst and most important job, raising 
their children, and at work—both of them. 

Now, when we when the first bill 
I signed was the family and medical leave 
law, our friends in the other party, the leader 
said, “Oh, this is terrible for the economy. 
You will bankrupt the economy. This is awful. 
There won't be any small businesses can live 
with this.” 

Well, 4 years later, 12 million American 
families have been able to take a little time 
off for the birth of a child or a parent's illness 
without losing their jobs, and we have in 
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every single one of these 4 years started a 
record number of new small businesses in 
America. And the job growth rate in these 
4 years has been faster than in any Repub- 
lican administration in over 70 years. I think 
that we were right about that. 

So I'd like to see us expand the family 
leave law just a little so that parents could 
have a little time off to go to regular parent- 
teacher conferences an lar doctor's ap- 
pointments with their children. I think it 
would be a good thing to do. I'd like to see 
oe who have to work and get overtime 

ave the choice of taking that overtime in 
cash, if that’s what’s best in their family, or 
in time, if that’s what’s best for their family, 
to support work and family. 

And finally, let me say the most important 
thing and the reason I’m here today is that 
we've got to build a bridge to the 21st century 
that everyone can walk across, to a centu 
where everybody who is responsible and will. 
ing to oak has a chance to live their own 
version of the American dream and live up 
to their God-given capacities. And there is 
no way to do it unless we provide in this 
tough, competitive global economy the finest 
educational opportunities of any nation in the 
world to every single person who lives in the 
United States. 

Now, as Lawton Chiles will tell you, I 
could keep you here until dawn—and then 
we'd see ther “he-coon”—talking about edu- 
cation. I don’t want to do that. But I want 
to tell you just three or four things that I 
think it’s important that we do. Some of them 
affect you directly; some of them affect you 
indirectly. 

Forty percent of the 8-year-olds in this 
country cannot read a book on their own— 
40 percent. Every child needs to be able to 
read a book by the time they're 8 and in the 
third grade. I propose—I propose to support 
our schools with 30,000. more mentors, 
AmeriCorps volunteers, college students on 
work study, other volunteers, to mobilize a 
million citizens to help children learn to read 
one-on-one so that by the year 2000 we can 
say, “We built a bridge to the future. Every 
8-year-old can read a book. Every 8-year-old, 
by himself.” 

I believe—I bet a lot of you are a lot more 
proficient on your computer than I am and 
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hook into the Internet all the time. We're 
working hard not only to provide every class- 
room and library in America with pe 
computers, adequate educational program- 
ming, and properly trained teachers—this 
summer we started a program with 100,000 
teachers to train 500,000 more, to make sure 
the teachers could actually teach the kids— 
and a little bit of it will be the other way 
around—in how to make the most of com- 
puters for educational pu . 

But the real key is ow os all these com- 
puters up to the information superhighway, 
to the Internet, to the World Wide Web. You 
think about it. This is the first time in the 
history of the country when kids in the small- 
est towns in Florida and in the poorest inner- 
city neighborhoods anywhere in America can 
be able to get the same information at the 
same —_— in the same time in the same 
way as children in the wealthiest school dis- 
tricts in this country. It will revolutionize 
education and lift our entire country. And 
we have to build that bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury. 

‘And finally, I believe we have to make it 
possible for every single American of any age 
to go back to school at any time when they 
need to go back to school, starting with mak- 
ing 2 years of college, a community college 
degree, just as universal in 4 years as a high 
school diploma is today. And we can do that. 
We can do that. Because, thank goodness, 
almost every American is within driving dis- 
tance of a community college, it won’t be 
that hard. What we ought to do is to give 
every family up to 2 years of a $1,500 refund- 
able tax credit which will cover the typical 
tuition cost at any community college in the 
country. And that will help us to say to every- 

, “It doesn’t matter what age you are. 
It doesn’t matter whether other people in 
your family are going to college, doesn’t mat- 
ter what your other problems are. Through 
the tax system, we'll pay you to go back to 
a community college if you'll do a good job 
while you're there, work hard, learn, and go 
forward.” 

And for people that go further, I think we 
ought to give eenies a tax deduction worth 
up to $10,000 a year for the cost of tuition 
at any form of higher education, undergradu- 
ate, graduate, you name it. We ought to do 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 6 


that as well and encourage people to go for- 
ward. 

Again I say, you can only believe in this 
if you really believe not only in your own 
potential but the potential of every other 
American. This is a great country not because 
we are committed to one particular religious 
view, one particular racial view, one particu- 
lar ethnic group. This is a country now where 
everybody can come and we say, “If you be- 
lieve in the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, 
the Declaration of Independence, if you're 
willing to work hard and show up tomorrow 
and play by the rules, you’re our kind of 
American. You're part of our future.” We 
want to build a bridge that you can walk 
across because we'll be stronger, too. We'll 
be stronger, too. 

So I want to ask you—that’s what this elec- 
tion is all about: a bridge to the future or 
a bridge to the past; a bridge to the future 
wide enough that we can all walk across or 
everybody trying to build their own little 
bridge and say we’re on our own. I believe 
that my wife was right; I think it does take 
a village. We’re better off when we help each 
other. 

I believe that there is no country in the 
world—I don’t just believe it, I know this— 
there is no country in the world as well-posi- 
tioned for the 21st century as the United 
States. But we have to make some fundamen- 
tal decisions. Do we really believe in oppor- 
tunity for all, responsibility from all? Do we 
really believe that everybody who is willing 
to work hard has a part in our American com- 
munity? If we believe that, and we're willing 
to build that bridge, America’s greatest days 
are still ahead. 

Will you help me build that bridge? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Thank you, and God bless 
you. Thank you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 5:26 p.m. in the 
college gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred 
to Robert L. McSpadden, president, and Dawn 
Roberts, student activities board president, Gulf 
Coast Community College. This item was not re- 
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 


issue. 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Representative Pete Peterson in 
Panama City 


September 6, 1996 


Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank 
you for being here. Thank you for waiting 
for us. You have no idea how hot it was in 
that rally. [Laughter] I'm surprised we've got 
the skin on our—{laughter|—it was wonder- 
ful. It was wonderful, as Lawton said, seeing 
the crowds coming in. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I want you to know 
I came here for three reasons. I know no 
sitting President has been here before. The 
others didn’t know what they were missing. 
But I came here, first of all, because Joe 
Chapman is my friend and he wanted me 
to come, and because his mother is the best 
politician I know and I wanted to see her, 
see if I couldn’t get a few pointers. 

The second reason I came here is that I 
did not want Pete Peterson to leave the Con- 
gress without my having a chance to come 
to his district. and ro the people of his 
district for sharing him with the Nation and 
giving him to the Congress. He is a perfectly 
wonderful man. 

I was really honored when he to 
let me present his name to be the first Am- 
bassador to Vietnam since the end of the 
Vietnam war. You can only imagine how mo- 
mentous that appointment is, not only in our 
country but throughout Asia. The coming to- 
gether of these countries, our effort to estab- 
lish some decent and normal relations with 
them, our success in getting them to account 
for those people whom we still haven’t ac- 
counted for who served in Vietnam and who 
are still missing, this is a huge emotional 
event for our country but also there. And it 
also has enormous political and commercial 
implications for our country over the long 
run. And I think there is no one in America 
who will serve our country better in every 
way and will embody everything that is best 
about America like Pete Peterson will. And 
I’m very grateful for this. 

Third reason I’m here is, like Lawton 
said—what did you say? I want to try to re- 
member what he said; it was one of those 
“he-coon” things. I think he said that no red- 
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neck wants a dog that won't bite. [Laughter] 
I think that’s what he said. 

I came here because the people that live 
up here are pretty much like the people that 
I represented for 12 years as Governor. 
They're better off than P 0 were 4 years ago 
because of the policies we've pursued. Their 
children are going to have a better future 
if the path that I’ve laid out to build that 
bridge to the 21st century is followed than 
if the other people win. And I think the peo- 
ple here ought to be given a chance to sort 
of drop their blinders and join us and go on 
into the future together. 

And I’m glad to fight. I’m going to fight 
for Florida. I’m going to fight for north Flor- 
ida. I’m not going to give up any place. And 
I want you to help me win this State, and 
I hope you will, for yourselves and your chil- 
dren. 

Let me also tell you that when I saw those 
people on the street today—and I knew that 
our loyal opposition had taken out a big 
newspaper ad and asked all the folks to come 
down and get signs and say I shouldn't be 
here, you know—there were a few of them 
on the road. They did a pretty good job, but 
they were just overwhelmed by real people. 
[Laughter] You know, I mean, other citizens. 
They did a good job. 

But I want to tell you, there is something 
going on in this country. When Hillary and 
Chelsea and I went to Huntington, West Vir- 
ginia, to start to take that train to the Demo- 
cratic Convention, there were about 20,000 
peo le in Huntington, West Virginia. And we 
made I think 11 or 12 or 13 scheduled stops, 
something like that, in 3 days and a late after- 
noon and a night. We had 2 crowds with 
fewer than 10,000 people there. We had 4 
crowds with 20,000 or more. 

We got to East Lansing, Michigan, where 
Michigan State is. There are a lot of young 
people there. But they were having a Crosby, 
Stills, and Nash concert there that night, and 
there were 10,000 young people in that con- 
cert. There were still over 20,000 people 
there in this huge field when we stopped the 
train. We had over 30,000 people in Michi- 
gan City, Indiana, a State that a Democrat 
hasn’t carried in forever. And there were 
thousands of people along the road. We 


would slow down in these little towns with 
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2,000 people and not even stop the train, and 
there would be 1,000 people there at 11 
o'clock at night, kids out there waving their 


And the same thing on the bus tour: where 
we wouldn’t even stop, these people would 
just be along the road, and we didn’t have 
time to stop everywhere. 

I went to De Pere, Wisconsin, for Labor 
Day. It’s a suburb of Green Bay, which itself 
is not a very big town. And that’s the most 
Republican part of Wisconsin. The suburb 
has 22,000 people, population. There were 
over 30,000 people around the lake that day 
for this rally—that we magged, that we 
magged and counted. 

Now, I think people are coming out be- 
cause they know we're better off than we 
were 4 years ago. They know we’re on the 
right track. They know there is a clear choice, 
and they're prepared to fight for it and for 
their children’s future. And that’s what I'd 
like to ask you to do. 

It is no accident that it’s been 50 years 
since a Democratic—60 years, 60 years since 
a Democrat won a second term, when Presi- 
dent Roosevelt won in 1936. And then, of 
course, he won two more terms, and the war 
came. And it hasn’t happened since then. 
That is not an accident. 

And the Republicans have been very 
skilled in their Presidential campaigning, and 
in times past they have been very skilled at 
demonizing us and making us look like we 
didn’t represent mainstream values. But you 
know, families are stronger. There are more 
jobs. The streets are safer. The environment 
is cleaner. And our future is brighter than 
it was 4 years ago. And the policies we fol- 
lowed were almost all—not all but almost all 
opposed by the leaders of the other party, 
including Senator Dole. 

And if you look at the future and what 
the two of us propose, building a bridge to 
the future is a lot better way to get there 
than building a bridge to the past. It just is; 
it is a better way to get there. And it is true 
that we've got some problems today we 
didn’t have 30 or 40 years ago. It’s also true 
that there are a lot of things that are better 
today than they were 30 or 40 or 50 years 
ago. 
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It is also true that there is literally—this 
is something I know, not something I believe, 
something I know and something that as 
President I am in a position to know—there 
is no nation in the world today as well-posi- 
tioned as the United States to move into the 
next century, none—no country that has our 
combination of entrepreneurial skills, our re- 
search and technology base, our outward- 
looking contacts with the rest of the world, 
our work ethic, and our diversity. Nobody 
has got all of that in any other country. 

And what we have to do is, as I have said 
until I’m blue in the face, build a bridge to 
the future that gives opportunity to every- 
body, expects responsibility from everybody, 
and then says, if you are willing to share our 
values and play by the rules, we don’t care 
anything else about you. You don’t have to 
tell us anything else. We don’t care about 
what your race is, whether you’re a man or 
woman, whether you’re old or young, wheth- 
er you've got a disability. We don’t care. If 
you're willing to do your best and be a part 
of this, our bridge is going to be big enough 
for you to go across, because we'll all be bet- 
ter off if you're better off. And we're going 
to have an American community. And my 
wife is right: It does take a village. And we 
are going to do it together. 

Now, what I want to ask you is, I want 
to ask you to forget about the polls. There’s 
a lot of elections where they could have a 
bonfire on election night burning the polls 
that turned out to be wrong. If all the polls 
had been right, Lawton wouldn’t be Gov- 
ernor. [Laughter] And a poll is a picture of 
a horse race that’s not over. That's all it is. 
But the people now are voting their hopes, 
not their fears. The people are now voting 
the facts, the evidence, the ideas, not the in- 
sults, the innuendoes, the assaults. That's 
what they're doing. 

We really have succeeded in replacing the 
politics of blame in Washington with the poli- 
tics of “What are we going to do about it?” 
and that’s good. But we've got 60 days to 
go. And if you want 4 more years, and if you 
want us to go into the 21st century with the 
American dream alive for everybody, and if 
you're willing to rear back and fight, then 
remember this: You cannot have 4 more 
years without 60 more days. 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 7:30 
p-m. in the Student Union East Building at Gulf 
Coast Community College. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to area businessman Joseph Chapman III 
and his mother, Gladys, Bay County supervisor 
of elections. This item was not received in time 
for publication in the appropriate issue. 


Statement on the Tentative 
Agreement Between the 
International Association of 
Machinists and McDonnell Douglas 
September 6, 1996 


I am pleased that the International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists and McDonnell Doug- 
las have reached a tentative agreement and 
congratulate both parties for working around 
the clock to settle their differences at the bar- 
gaining table. McDonnell Douglas workers 
are among the best defense workers in the 
world and I am hopeful that the 6,700 work- 
ers that have been on strike will be back at 
their jobs soon. I also commend Representa- 
tive Gephardt for initiating this round of talks 
and mt ona both sides at the table. 

When labor and management work to- 
gether to resolve their differences, the com- 
pany and the workers benefit. In this case, 
all Americans will benefit from having an ex- 
perienced workforce back at their jobs, filling 
critical aerospace orders for our military. 


NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


Message on the Observance of Rosh 
Hashana, 1996 
September 6, 1996 


Warm greetings to everyone celebrating 
Rosh Hashana in this season of redemption 
and renewal. 

On this holy occasion, the resonant sound 
of the shofar summons Jews around the 
world to remember and reflect upon the tri- 
umphs and tragedies of the previous year. 
This call, celebrating the year 5757, asks all 
of us, Jews and non-Jews alike, to reassess 
and appraise our lives and to seek deeper 
understanding of ourselves and the world 
around us. During this time of introspection, 
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ews pray for a sweet new year, symbolized 
° dipping bread and fruit in honey. 
this age of possibility and promise, let 
all who celebrate this holiday work to 
strengthen the bonds that tie person to per- 
son, neighbor to neighbor, and community 
to community. As we continue our efforts to 
broaden and strengthen the fragile Middle 
East peace, let us pray for a brighter world 
for our children. 
Best wishes for a joyous Rosh Hashana and 
for a healthy and peaceful new year. 


Bill Clinton 


Nore: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
September 7, 1996 


Good morning. Let me begin by saying our 
thoughts and prayers are with those in the 
Southeastern of our Nation who have 
been affected by Hurricane Fran. Our 
FEMA Director, James Lee Witt, and other 
officials from our administration are in the 

ion, and we'll do everything we can to 
help the people build back from this terrible 
storm. 

This week our Nation’s Armed Forces 
once again have shown their extraordinary 
skill and strength, this time in a critical mis- 
sion in Iraq. I ordered our military to take 
strong action after Saddam Hussein, in the 
face of clear warnings from the international 
community, attacked and seized the Kurdish 
controlled city of Irbil in northern Iraq. Our 
missile strikes against Saddam’s air defense 
sites in southern Iraq made it possible for 
us to expand the no-y zone that has been 
in place over southern Iraq, the stagin 
ground for the Kuwait invasion in 1990, an 
the area where Saddam massed his troops 
and menaced Kuwait again in 1994. 

We have denied Saddam control of the 
skies from the suburbs of Baghdad to the 
Kuwaiti border. Our action has reduced his 
ability to strike out against his neighbors and 
increased our ability to prevent future acts 
of violence and aggression. As a result of our 
efforts, Saddam is now strategically worse off 
than he was before he crossed the lines im- 
posed by the international community. 
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Once more, we have seen that at home 
and abroad our service men and women go 
the extra mile for us. And we must go the 
extra mile for them. Today I am announcing 
that I intend to sign the defense authoriza- 
tion bill for 1997 now before the Congress. 
This bill makes good on our pledge to give 
our Armed Forces the finest equipment 
there is so that they have the technological 
edge to prevail on the battlefields of tomor- 
row. It carries forward our commitment 
to give our troops the quality of life they de- 
serve by funding family and troop housing 
improvements that we want and by providing 
a raise of 3 percent, nearly one percent be- 
yond what the law automatically provides 
now. 

The dangers our troops face every day un- 
derscore the importance of continuing our 
work against the forces of destruction. In par- 
ticular, we must redouble our efforts to stop 
the spread of weapons of mass destruction, 
including chemical weapons such as those 
that Iraq and other rogue nations have devel- 
oped. This effort has taken on new urgency 
now that terrorists can also turn to chemical 
weapons, whose terrible impact we saw in 
the sarin gas attack last year in the Tokyo 
subway. 

In the week to come, the Senate faces an 
historic opportunity to take chemical weap- 
ons out of military arsenals and help keep 
them out of the hands of terrorists. The Sen- 
ate will vote on ratification of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention. By voting for this trea- 
ty, the Senate can help to banish poison gas 
from the Earth and make America’s citizens 
and soldiers much more secure. 

The convention requires all who sign it to 
destroy their chemical weapons stockpiles 
and to foreswear ever developing, producing, 
or acquiring chemical weapons. It will dra- 
matically reduce the chance of American 
troops facing such weapons on the battle- 
field, which is why our military leaders 
strongly support the treaty. What’s more, the 
treaty provides a strong system of verifica- 
tion, including inspections of suspicious fa- 
cilities on short notice. 

I ask the leaders of both parties in Con- 
gress to pull together and pass this treaty. 
It will make life tougher for rogue states like 
Iraq. Those few nations that refuse to sign 
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will find themselves increasingly isolated. 
Tough new trade controls will prohibit any- 
one from selling them ingredients for chemi- 
cal weapons, making it more difficult for 
them to build the weapons. 

The treaty will increase the safety of our 
citizens at home as well as our troops in the 
field. The destruction of current stockpiles, 
including at least 40,000 tons of poison gas 
in Russia alone, will put the largest potential 
sources of chemical weapons out of the reach 
of terrorists. And the trade controls will deny 
terrorists easy access to the ingredients they 
seek. 

Of course, these controls can never be per- 
fect. But the convention will give us new and 
vital tools for preventing a terrorist attack in- 
volving chemical weapons. By tying the Unit- 
ed States into a global verification network 
and strengthening our intelligence sharing 
with the international community, this treaty 
can be an early warning that is essential for 
combating terrorism. 

Congressional action on the Chemical 
Weapons Convention will also strengthen the 
hand of our law enforcement officials while 
protecting our civil liberties. Right now we 
have a limited ability to investigate people 
suspected of planning a chemical attack. 
Today, for example, there is no Federal law 
on the books prohibiting someone from actu- 
ally cooking up poison gas. The legislation 
that is needed to put the treaty into place 
would change that and give us the most pow- 
erful tcols available to investigate the devel- 
opment, production, transfer, or acquisition 
of chemical weapons, as well as their actual 
use. 

We in America have been very fortunate 
in never experiencing a terrorist attack with 
chemical weapons. Japan, the only country 
that has suffered such an attack, saw the 
value of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
instantly. Within one month of the sarin gas 
attack in Tokyo, Japan completed ratification 
of the convention. 

Let’s not wait. For the safety of our troops, 
and to fight terror here and around the globe, 
the Senate should ratify the Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention now. 


Thanks for listening. 
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NoTE: The address was recorded at 3:50 p.m. on 
September 6 at the Church Street Station in Or- 
lando, FL, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Septem- 
ber 7. 


Statement on the Death of Arthur 
Flemming 


September 8, 1996 


Arthur Flemming was a close friend to me 
and the First y. He was a wonderful 
human being and great public servant who 
thought of nothing more than the health and 
well ten of his fellow Americans. He tran- 
scended party, generation, and race in search 
of consensus on some of the great issues of 
our day. The First Lady and I, and the coun- 
try, will greatly miss him. 


Remarks Announcing Counter- 
Terrorism Initiatives and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 9, 1996 


The President. Thank you. Let me begin 
by thanking the Vice President and the com- 
mission for all their hard work and for this 
excellent action plan. This is partnership at 
its best, Government and private citizens, 
Democrats and Republicans, joining to- 
gether for the common good. 

As the Vice President has said, we asked 
the members of this commission to do a lot 
of work in a little time. They rolled up their 
sleeves; they delivered. We know we can’t 
make the world risk-free, but we can reduce 
the risks we face, and we have to take the 
fight to the terrorists. If we have the will, 
we can find the means. We have to continue 
to fight terrorism on every front by pursuing 
our three-part strategy: first, by rallying a 
world coalition with zero tolerance for terror- 
ism; second, by giving law enforcement the 
strong counter-terrorism tools they need; and 
third, by improving security in our airports 
and on our airplanes. 

The Vice President's action plan goes to 
the heart of this strategy. So I want everyone 
to understand that whenever this plan says, 
“the commission recommends,” you can un- 
derstand it to mean, “the President will.” 
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Today I will direct the Federal aviation au- 
thority to instruct their personnel in the field 
to convene immediately those responsible for 
security at our Nation’s 450 commercial air- 
ports so they can a security as a 
team. I will direct that all airport and airline 
employees with access to secure areas be 

iven criminal background checks and FBI 
secon checks. I will direct the FAA to 
begin full passenger bag match for domestic 
flights at selected airports. And I’m proud 
to say that several of the commission’s rec- 
ommendations will be put into place imme- 
diately. 

Last Thursday, Secretary Pefia announced 
a rule to require more accurate and detailed 
passenger manifests on international flights, 
a priority for families of victims of aviation 
disasters. Families of victims also deserve a 
single point of contact for receiving informa- 
tion. That is why today I will sign an Execu- 
tive order to give the National Transportation 
Safety Board the job of coordinating the re- 
sponse for families of victims. And our mili- 
tary has agreed to provide, starting next 
week, several dozen canine teams for key air- 
ports. 

But as the Vice President’s action plan 
makes clear, there is much more which must 
be done, and we cannot meet that respon- 
sibility without willingness to commit our re- 
sources. Shortly, I will submit to Congress 
a budget request for more than $1 billion 
to expand our FBI antiterrorism forces and 
to put the most sophisticated bomb detection 
machines in America’s airports. 

As a result of these steps, not only will 
the American people feel safer, they will be 
safer. Close to half our requests will be used 
to make the improvements in aviation secu- 
rity the Vice President and this commission 
have asked for. 

As I said, we want to put the most sophisti- 
cated bomb detection equipment for screen- 
ing passengers, bageage. and cargo in Ameri- 
ca’s airports. We should do this as quickly 
as possible. We want to significantly expand 
the number of FBI special agents dedicated 
to fighting terrorism. We want to expand the 
use of bomb-sniffing dogs in our airports— 
the no-tech program the Vice President has 
recommended—and train additional bomb- 
sniffing dogs for Government use as well. 
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In addition to improving security in air- 
ports and airplanes, the focus of the Vice 
President’s plan, we want to use these funds 
to keep advancing the other two parts of our 
strategy, combating terrorists beyond our 
borders and here at home. We need to con- 
tinue to improve security at our military and 
diplomatic facilities overseas so we can better 
protect those who wear our Nation’s uniform 
and serve our Nation’s interests abroad. We 
need to continue to expand our intelligence 
capabilities to combat terrorists worldwide. 
We must train and equip fire departments 
and medical teams so they can respond to 
biological or chemical attacks like the sarin 
gas attack in the Tokyo subway. We must 
tighten protection at a number of high profile 

ublic sites including Government buildings, 
national landmarks, and national parks. 

These counter-terrorism funds are a smart 
investment in our Nation’s security and our 
people’s safety. I urge Congress to join with 
me in combatting terrorism by giving us the 
resources we need to do the job right. As 
I requested, the Vice President and this com- 
mission took just 45 days to deliver their ac- 
tion plan. Now Congress should act with the 
same dispatch before they leave in October 
to pass the funding that will bring these secu- 
7 measures to life. Our people deserve no 
ess. 

There are other areas where Congress can 
and should act to strengthen our fight against 
terrorism. We need new laws I have pro- 
posed to crack down on money laundering 
and to prosecute and punish those who com- 
mit violent crimes against American citizens 
abroad, to add taggants to gunpowder used 
in bombs so we can track down the bomb 
makers, to extend the same police power we 
now have against organized crime to tapping 
all the phones a terrorist uses so we can bet- 
ter prevent terrorist attacks. And I again call 
upon the Senate to ratify without delay the 
Chemical Weapons Convention. 

We need all these laws, and we need them 
now, before Congress recesses for the year. 
Terrorists don’t wait, and neither should we. 
The American people should be grateful that 
the Vice President and this fine commission 
didn’t wait and in fact delivered on their 
mandate within just 45 days. 

Thank you very much. 
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TWA Flight 800 

2. Are you any closer, Mr. President, to 
finding a solution to the TWA crash? 

The President. Well, we don’t have an an- 
swer for you. They are continuing to work, 
and they continue to piece the evidence to- 
gether, but we don’t have an answer now. 

Q. Do you think a missile caused it? 

The President. Excuse me? 

Q. A missile? 

The President. It would be wrong for me 
to comment until I see the people who are 
doing the reports’ final report. 


Counter-terrorism Technology 


Q. Mr. President, the high sophisticated 
technology that you mentioned this morning 
for screening passengers for bomb detection 
technology can see through clothes. Do you 
expect there to be a major debate over pri- 
vacy issues and civil rights in connection with 
the deployment of this technology? And 
could it thwart some of the commission’s ac- 
tions? 

The President. Do you want to answer 
that? 

The Vice President. Let me respond to 
that. We don’t—we think that particular con- 
cern has been greatly overstated in some of 
the preliminary reports. That’s only one of 
several technologies that are discussed in this 
report. Incidentally, the commission is rec- 
ommending the establishment of a civil lib- 
erties advisory board to review and give ad- 
vice upon any of the recommendations that 
might raise privacy or civil liberties concerns. 
But we think that particular concern has 
been vastly overstated. 


Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, in Iraq are we abandon- 
ing Kurdish rebels who took a stand against 
Saddam Hussein and now are being hunted 
down by his forces? 

The President. Well, what we know of 
what is happening is that the Kurdish forces 
themselves are continuing to fight. Obvi- 
ously, Saddam Hussein is supporting one side 
over another now. But the primary fight is 
being carried on between the Turkish 
forces—I mean the Kurdish forces, excuse 
me. We're doing everything we can to get 
out of Iraq American citizens and those who 
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have worked with us. And we have done ev- 
erything we could to make it clear to the 
Kurds that we think that there should not 
be any cavalier killing of civilians and others 


who are not combatants in this. 


As to the intelligence matters, I can’t com- 
ment. But we are doing everything that we 
believe we can do and that we think is appro- 
priate. 


Hurricane Fran 


Q. Have you gotten any updates on the 
damage from Hurricane Fran and anything 
else that you can do to—particularly for the 
people suffering from the flooding? 


The President. Yes. I got updates all 
weekend on the extent of the damage, and 
I expect to hear from Mr. Witt today about 
where we are with the floods and whether 
we need to do any more to go back to try 
to get some extra help for the—it’s quite ex- 
tensive, and I think it’s—the hurricane itself, 
except for the terrible loss of life in North 
Carolina, was not as damaging as we thought 
it would be, but the aftermath of the flooding 
has been, I think, worse than was anticipated. 
And so I expect to get a more updated report 
today in terms of what else should be done. 
And when I know something, I'll say. 


The Vice President. Could I add a brief 
word on that, Mr. President? 


In fact, a couple members of the commis- 
sion coming from Virginia were impeded in 
their attendance at this event this morning 
by the flooding. And I want to single out re- 
tired General Mike Loh, who worked so hard 
on this commission report. And the other 
members of the commission are listed in the 
back. Not all of them could make it here this 
morning, and a couple of them for that rea- 
son. 


Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, do those that you are 
trying to get out of Iraq include the members 
of the Iraqi National Congress, who are ap- 
parently holed up in a mountain hideaway 
somewhere and hoping for political asylum? 
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The President. | think it would be better 
for me not to comment now. I'd like to stay 
with my first statement. We're doing every- 
thing we think we can to help anybody that 
needs to be out of Iraq. 

Q. Mr. President, what are your concerns 
about the building strength of Saddam's 
ground forces, though? 

The President. Well, the main thing that 
we wanted to say was—first of all, the United 
States has done a great deal to help the Kurds 
over the years. And we’ve worked very hard. 
They make it more difficult to help them 
when their leaders continue to promote 
fights within the Kurds, within the Kurdish 
faction. And as you might expect, Saddam 
Hussein would try to take advantage of that. 

Our ability to control internal events in 
Iraq is limited, but what we did do, which 
I thought was important, was when we found 
that what he had done contravened the Unit- 
ed Nations resolution and constituted repres- 
sion of his own people by carrying forward 
the military attack on Irbil himself, what we 
did was to expand the no-fly zone and en- 
force it and take out air defenses, which 
means that every day he has to pay a price 
in terms of his capacity to maneuver in his 
own country and threaten his neighbors. 

And so we have done what we thought was 
appropriate there. I would still like to do 
more to help the Kurds, but frankly, if you 
want the fighting—for the fighting to be 
ended, the leaders of the various factions are 
going to have to be willing to go back to the 
peace table and talk it through. We have 
worked very hard with them, but that’s a de- 
cision they're going to have to make, which 
will have a lot to do with the fate of their 
own people. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House on the occasion 
of receiving a report from the White House Com- 
mission on Aviation Safety and Security. 
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Memorandum on Assistance to 
Families Affected by Aviation and 
Other Transportation Disasters 


September 9, 1996 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
General 


Secretary ense, the . 
the Seortncry of ecb and Human Services, 
the Secretary of Transportation, the Director 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the Chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board 


Subject: Assistance to Families Affected by 
Aviation and Other Transportation Disasters 


When an aviation or other transportation 
disaster occurs, the Federal Government 
properly bears responsibility for addressing 
the needs of families of the passengers in- 
volved. In the event of a disaster occurring 
abroad, the = of State currently 
performs such functions. In the event of a 
disaster determined to result from criminal 
activity, the Department of Justice aids the 
families of victims. No unit of the Federal 
Government, however, now has clear respon- 
sibility, authority, and capacity to assist fami- 
lies of passengers involved in domestic disas- 
ters not determined to be criminal. 

To fill the gap, I am asking the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), as the 
unit of the Federal Government with the 
lead role in investigating transportation disas- 
ters, to coordinate the provision of Federal 
services to the families of victims. Such serv- 
ices might include, as appropriate in the cir- 
cumstances, providing speedy and accurate 
information about the accident and recovery 
efforts, ensuring that families who wish to 
travel to the accident site receive all nec- 
essary assistance, and arranging opportunities 
for counseling and other support. I am 
asking the NTSB to work cooperatively with 
State and local authorities and with private 
relief organizations, such as the American 
National Red Cross, to ensure appropriate 
coordination of the services they provide with 
those of the Federal Government. 
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To enable the NTSB to perform these co- 
ordinating functions effectively, I am direct- 
ing the heads of the Departments of State, 
Defense, Justice, Health and Human Serv- 
ices, and Transportation, and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to recog- 
nize the NTSB as the coordinator of services 
to families and to cooperate fully with the 
NTSB regarding the prompt and effective 
delivery of such services. 

In particular, within 15 days of the date 
of this directive, the head of each listed de- 
partment or agency is to designate an official 
who has primary responsibility for working 
with the NTSB to provide services to fami- 
lies. Within 30 days of this designation, each 
listed department or agency is to enter into 
a memorandum of understanding with the 
NTSB, specifying services the department or 
agency will provide at NTSB’s request, as 
well as specifying any other cooperative ar- 
rangements to go into effect in the event of 
an aviation or other transportation disaster. 
The heads of the listed departments and 
agencies shall notify me promptly of all such 
memoranda. 

By ensuring that a single agency has the 
responsibility to coordinate the provision of 
support services and the authority to call on 
other departments and agencies to provide 
such services, this directive will improve the 
capacity of the Federal Government to ad- 
dress the needs of the families of victims of 
aviation and other transportation disasters. In 
so doing, it may provide some small measure 
of comfort to families that have suffered 
grievous loss. 


William J. Clinton 


Remarks on Presenting the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 


September 9, 1996 


Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the 
White House. It’s a great pleasure for Hillary 
and for me to welcome all of you here, but 
especially our distinguished honorees and 
their families; Members of Congress who are 
here, Senator Lugar, Congresswoman Col- 
lins, Congressman Conyers, Congressman 
Dellums; Secretary Christopher, Secretary 
Shalala, and Secretary Cisneros. 
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We're here to award the highest honor our 
Nation can bestow on a citizen, the Presi- 
dential Medal of Freedom. President Harry 
Truman established these awards as a tribute 
to those who helped to win the fight for de- 
mocracy in World War II. President Ken- 
nedy elevated the medals to honor contribu- 
tions by citizens to all aspects of American 
life. 

Although we confer these medals today on 
worthy individuals, we recognize even more 
than individual achievement. We honor the 
American values that unite us as a people: 
opportunity and responsibility; a community 
in which all have a part; determination, dedi- 
cation, and loyalty; faith, courage, and coun- 
try. We are honoring renewed faith in the 
freedom that has brought this Nation this far 
and the freedom that will sustain us into the 
next century. 

William Faulkner once said that we must 
be free not because we claim freedom but 
because we practice it. The 11 men and 
women we honor today have raised the prac- 
tice of freedom to new heights. I would like 
to introduce each of them to you now. 

As the Archbishop of Chicago, Joseph Car- 
dinal Bernardin is one of our Nation’s most 
beloved men and one of Catholicism’s great 
leaders. When others have pulled people 
apart, Cardinal Bernardin has sought com- 
mon ground. In a time of transition in his 
church, his community, his Nation, and the 
world, he has held fast to his mission to bring 
out the best in humanity and to bring people 
together. Throughout his career, he has 
fought tirelessly against social injustice, pov- 
erty, and ignorance. Without questioa, he is 
both a remarkable man of God and a man 
of the people. 

Fifteen years ago, James Brady was at 
President Reagan's side when a would-be as- 
sassin nearly killed them both with a handgun 
he had purchased at a gun shop. But Jim 
Brady is living proof that courage and deter- 
mination were stronger than the assassin’s 
bullet. Since that day, Jim and his wonderful 
wife, Sarah, who is with us today, have waged 
a moral and political battle to save lives and 
keep handguns out of the hands of criminals. 
His life is a testament to bravery, and every 
American family and every American child 


is safer because of it 
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I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to say that 
Millard Fuller has literally revolutionized the 
concept of philanthropy. Twenty years 
he founded Habitat For Humanity to provide 
decent homes for disadvantaged people. To 
fund his plan he didn’t ask people for their 
money; instead, he asked for the sweat of 
their brows. In return he gave them some- 
thing no tax deduction ever could, tangible 

roof that they had improved someone else’s 
ife with a home. 

Hillary, the Vice President, Tipper, and I, 
like so many Americans, have all swung ham- 
mers for Habitat For Humanity, and I was 
honored to sign a law passed earlier this year 
to pete the first Federal support for land 
and infrastructure for Habitat. It’s an inter- 
esting testament to Millard, to his wife, 
Linda, to all the wonderful people at Habitat 
that the three people who testified in favor 
of the law were Millard Fuller, Henry 
Cisneros, and Newt Gingrich. They did a 
good job at bringing America together, and 
we are all the beneficiaries of Millard Fuller's 
vision. 

Physician, scientist, and educator, David 
Hamburg has devoted his life to understand- 
ing human behavior, preventing violent con- 
flict, and improving the health and well- 
being of our children. At Stanford he did pio- 
neering work in the biology of mental illness 
and went to Tanzania to rescue four biology 
students who had been kidnapped there. He 
has worked to avoid all kinds of violent con- 
flict, from nuclear war to ethnic strife. He 
has used his presidency of the influential 
Carnegie Corporation to support efforts for 
better parenting, strong families, and strong- 
er childhoods, focusing especially on early 
childhood and adolescence. He is a truly re- 
markable man and a genuinely effective hu- 
manitarian. 

Ten years ago I had the honor of recogniz- 
ing John Johnson for his contributions as a 
native of our native State, Arkansas. John 
rose from poverty in Arkansas and Illinois to 
become one of the world’s greatest pioneers 
in media, founding the landmark magazines 
Ebony and Jet. He gave African-Americans 
a voice and a face, in his words, “a new sense 
of somebody-ness,” of who they were and 
what they could do, at a time when they were 
virtually invisible in mainstream American 
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culture. A humble man despite becoming the 
most influential African-American publisher 
in history, he continues to inspire young Afri- 
can-Americans to succeed against the odds 
and to take advantage of their opportunities. 

Speaking of opportunity, hardly anyone 
has ever done more personally to give people 
who didn’t have it, opportunity, than Eugene 
Lang. In 1981 he made a simple promise to 

y the college tuition of every student from 

is East Harlem alma mater who graduated 
from high school and wanted to go to college. 
Since then, his I Have a Dream Foundation 
has opened the doors of college for thou- 
sands of young people who seize the oppor- 
tunity he offered. He has helped to make 
the most of their God-given abilities. We are 
all the beneficiaries of Eugene Lang’s inno- 
vative vision, and it is a great tribute to him 
that since 1981 other philanthropists, many 
State governments, and now, I hope, our Na- 
tional Government, have joined him in trying 
to guarantee the dream of a college edu- 
cation to all people. He began it, and we are 
all in his debt. 

Jan Nowak has dedicated his life to the 
fight for freedom. In World War II, he risked 
everything to carry vital information to the 
Allies. After the Nazis’ defeat, he saw his na- 
tive Poland once again in the grip of oppres- 
sion, and he vowed to break it. For 25 years 
he was a dominant voice in Radio Free Eu- 
rope, the great beacon of hope that brought 
so many people through the dark hours of 
communism. He continued to fight until the 
day he saw freedom triumph over tyranny. 
In America, his commitment to the ideal of 
democracy continues to inspire us all, and 
I can tell you that his inspiration is still felt 
in his native Poland where the people will 
never forget what he did and what he stood 


for. 


Paz y respecto, peace aud respect: These 
are the values that define the life and work 
of Antonia Pantoja. Her efforts to create edu- 
cational and economic opportunity for all 
Puerto Ricans have made her the most re- 
spected and beloved figure in the Puerto 
Rican community. Through a Aspira, the 
educational program she helped to found 35 
years ago, she still dares young Puerto Ricans 
to dream and to work to achieve their 
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dreams. Her dedication to her people and, 
therefore, her contribution to our country is 
unsurpassed. 

When Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
seat to a white man on a Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, bus 40 years ago, she ignited the single 
most significant social movement in Amer- 
ican history. When she sat down on the bus, 
she stood up for the American ideals of 
equality and justice and demanded that the 
rest of us do the same. When our descend- 
ants look back in time to trace the fight for 
freedom, Rosa Parks will stand among our 
Nation’s greatest patriots, the legendary fig- 
ures whose courage sustained us and pushed 
us forward. She is, and continues to be, a 
national treasure. 

Ginetta Sagan’s name is synonymous with 
the fight for human rights around the world. 
In World War II, she paid dearly for her 
dedication to the cause of freedom. For more 
than a year, she was imprisoned and tortured 
but not broken. Instead, she devoted her life 
after the war to saving others from the ordeal 
she had endured. Through her tireless work 
with Amnesty International and her Aurora 
Foundation, she has drawn the world’s atten- 
tion to the plight of prisoners of conscience 
and of their families. Amnesty International 
has created a fund named in her honor de- 
signed to help stop torture and especially to 
stop the persecution of women and their chil- 
dren. She represents to all the triumph of 
the human spirit over tyranny. 

Morris Udall represents everything a law- 
maker should be: dedicated to seeking com- 
mon ground, committed to improving the po- 
litical process, and singularly possessed as no 
one in my adult lifetime has been of the one 
trait no Member of Congress should be with- 
out, an extraordinary sense of humor. 

Mo was fond of quoting Will Rogers, who 
once advised us that in life you ought to get 
a few laughs and do the best you can. Well, 
he got a lot of laughs, and he did better than 
most. He set a standard few could match by 
his passionate commitment to preserve our 
national resources and to leave our children 
a safer environment. His life is an inspiration 
and more. His work is a gift to all Americans, 
and we are especially grateful that his son 
could be with us today. 
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Now it is my great honor and privilege to 
present to each of you the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom with great respect for your work, 
your dedication, the example you have set 
for all your fellow Americans. 

I ask now the military aide to read the cita- 
tions. 


[At this point, Lt. Col. Michael G. Mudd, 
USA, Army Aide to the President, read the 
citations, and the President presented the 
medals. | 


Ladies and gentlemen, we're going in for 
a reception now. But I wanted to say one 
thing. Rosa Parks was delayed in Detroit just 
as many of these people were delayed trying 
to get here because of the traffic. So we will 
have another time to give her her medal. 
We're sorry she couldn’t be here. We’re de- 
lighted everyone else is here. Please come 
in for the reception. 

Thank you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


Remarks After Surveying Flood 
Damage Along the Potomac River 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
September 9, 1996 


The President. Good afternoon. I have 
just completed a tour by helicopter of flood- 
ed areas in nearby Virginia and Maryland, 
along the Potomac, and the C&O Canal with 
Interior Secretary Babbitt and FEMA Direc- 
tor James Lee Witt. 

Let me first say that our thoughts and 
prayers are with the people who have suf- 
fered losses along our Eastern States because 
of the effects of Hurricane Fran. Lives have 
been lost; homes and businesses have been 
destroyed or badly damaged. 

For many of our people, the effects have 
been truly devastating. I want to reassure the 
people who have suffered that we will pro- 
vide quick action to help in their urgent time 
of need. We will do whatever we can to help 
them get back on their feet. 

Virginia has been severely affected. We 
can see the flooding along the Potomac, but 
it has also occurred along the Dan, the James, 
the Roanoke, the Shenandoah, and the Rap- 
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nock Rivers. On F. , the after 
= Governor oui mes a 
disaster declaration, I authorized FEMA to 
provide 100 percent funding for direct Fed- 
eral assistance to help with the cleanup of 
all counties in the Commonwealth of Vir- 


atte, based on visits to the affected 
areas by Director Witt, additional assistance 
is being made available to several cities: 
Danville, Harrisonburg, Staunton, and 
Waynesboro, and to Augusta, Halifax, Madi- 
son, Pi and Counties 
through FEMA's individual assistance pro- 


Today, ~ —— 7 have been 
pahannock, Shenandoah, and Sana The 
will give help to individuals, including tem- 
porary housing, family grants, and low-inter- 
est loans. Residents in V: counties des- 
ignated for the individ should 
call FEMA’s hotline to receive help. 

The FEMA number is 800—462-9029. 
That’s 800-462-9029. In North Carolina, 


eee tne, See a Rape 


have been eligible for the individual 
assistance programs as a result of Hurricane 
Fran. More than 4,000 people have 
registered for help in the State of No 
Carolina. 

FEMA will continue to assess the 
from storms, high winds, and flooding until 
we're sure that the needs of all the affected 

ulations are met in Virginia, North Caro- 
finn, and in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
West Virginia. 

In disasters such as this, it takes all of us 
coming together to help our fellow citizens 
get back on their feet. Many have offered 

nations. A hotline has been set up for those 
donations as well. That’s 800-747-8920. 
800-747-8920. The American Red Cross is 
also helping to get aid to people in need. 

Back in the winter, severe snowstorms 
caused terrible damage along the C&O 
Canal, as I saw -_ . Those 
were repaired by determined people, and 
cause of their work, our people were able 
to enjoy the paths and the beauty along the 
canal through the summer. Much of that 
work will now have to be done again because 
it's been undone by the flooding. But our 
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have always been resilient in the face 
ee toy ara woe 
villdo. rythin hel 
We eve g we can to get help 
to them as quickly as we can, and to stay 
with them for as long as it takes. Again, let 
me thank Secretary Babbitt, 
Cisneros, Pejia, the others who 
have worked on ae See 0 
ways, Director Witt, for an excellent job. 
Thank you very much. 


Flood Assessment 


Q. Mr. President, there’s another storm 
brewing in the Caribbean, Hurricane 
Hortense. How many—what if that should 
hit the States, and how many can we afford 


for emergency relie: 
The President. Well, Hortense is brewing 


in the Caribbean, and of course, our first con- 
cern now, as I understand it, is for Puerto 
Rico. And we will just watch it, but we'll have 
to afford as many as we have to sustain. We 
have to put a Pee on this. 

I the thing that impressed me—you 
asked me if there was any one thing I saw 
that impressed me—the thing that impressed 
me today was seeing those areas ao tantly 
flooded around Great Falls that I visited. You 
remember the Vice President and I went out 
there—I think it was on Earth Day—and 
helped to clean away some of the debris with 
a lot of the young people that were there 
with the AmeriCorps and local conservation 

. To see it all under water again and 
So ieeer—te sheer energy and oe of 
the Potomac manifesting itself all the way 
downriver and the flooding of Old Town in 
Alexandria, the inundation of Hains Point 
where I run so many times, and those other 
places that it really reminds you of the in- 
credible impact that a hurricane and its storm 
center can have, even in areas where it 
doesn’t directly hit. 

g: Is that area salvageable now, sir? This 
is the second big hit in-—— 

The President. Absolutely, sure it is. Sec- 

Babbitt pointed out that actually a lot 
of the major pd mero ts that tose 
by the Congress to fix what was done before 
have not been made yet. So they have almost 
all their major capital investments still to 
make. And therefore, the funds have not 
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been, if you will, wasted or broken, and we'll 
be able to go forward. 
Is that right? 
Director James Lee Witt. Absolutely. 
Q. Sir, do you see the—to the Repub- 
inaudible |—— 


The President. No, | think Americans, 
without to , believe in 
far id ceed they do. We've 
been through a 500-year in the Middle 
West, the big in the Pacific North- 
west, the earthquake, and all the terrible 
other probleans thet we had in Californie, the 
fires and the floodings. So just about every 
region of America has been touched in the 
last 4 years by some form of disaster or an- 
other, and I think we all understand our 
shared responsibilities there. 

Thank you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 2:39 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Prime Minister B Netanyahu 
of Israel and an Exchange With 


Reporters 
September 9, 1996 


The President. Is everybody in? Let me 
just say very briefly, it’s a pleasure to wel- 
come Prime Minister Netanyahu back to the 
White House; Mr. Gold; our new Ambas- 
sador from Israel, welcome, sir. I’m espe- 
cially glad to have this chance to visit with 
him so soon after his historic meeting with 
Mr. Arafat, and I’m looking forward to get- 
ting a briefing on that and discussing the is- 
sues that are still outstanding. 

All of you know the United States is still 
committed to peace and security, and I think 
we're making some progress in that direction. 
And I’m going to do whatever I can to ad- 
vance it. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Mr. Prime Minister, when do you think 
you'll pull your occupation troops out of the 
Golan Heights and Lebanon? 

Prime Minister N - Well, you 
didn’t waste any time. [Laughter] First of all, 
let me say that I’m delighted to be here with 
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President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
and Secretary Christopher. 

We've renewed our commitment to 
achieving peace with the Palestinians and 
with the Syrians. I think that we've been 
greatly assisted by President Clinton and his 
staff in resuming the negotiations with the 
Palestinians. It’s not an easy road ahead, but 
it’s one we're committed to, and we'll pursue 
it. And I went over the notes of the conversa- 
tion that I had with President Clinton a few 
months ago here, and we've pretty much 
done what we set out to do, again, with the 
— think the very important support 
of the United States. 

I hope to have the same kind of support 
as we seek to resume the peace talks with 
the Syrians. And in fact, we're enjoying 
American assistance, and so far we're await- 
ing the Syrian response. 

Q. Where do both of you see the process 
going with, first, with the Palestinians, an 
with the Syrians? 
4 Prime Minister Netanyahu. Mr. Presi- 

ent. 

The President. Well, that’s what we're 
going to talk about. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Dore Gold, Policy Adviser to the 
Prime Minister; Israeli Am r to the United 
States Eliahu Ben-Elissar; and Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. A tape was 
not available for verification of content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Prime Minister John Bruton of 
Ireland and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


September 9, 1996 


The President. I’m delighted to have the 
Taoiseach here today and a good day: The 
talks began again today. Senator Mitchell is 
over in Belfast, and I just want to talk to 
him about where we go from here. 

Also, I want to note that Ireland is assum- 
ing the Presidency of the European Union, 
and we have a lot of common interests there, 
a lot of things we have to work on together, 
including our common interest in the world- 
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wide fight against narcotics trafficking, and 
so we'll have lots to talk about, and I’m glad 
to have you here, sir. 

Prime Minister Bruton. Thanks ve 
much, indeed. Well, the talks have gotten off 
to a very start in Belfast today. Obvi- 
ously, we'd like to see an IRA cease-fire, be- 
cause as long as the threat of violence is 
there, the negotiations are not going to work 
as fully as they need to. 

Also, I'll be awaiting the opportunity to 
talk to the President about European Union 
business. As.the President has said, we need 
to cooperate to combat drug trafficking, and 
we also need, I think, more business coopera- 
tion between Europe and North America, 
and the United States in particular, and I 
have certain ideas I'll be putting forth to the 
President on that matter. 


Peace Process in Northern Ireland 

Q. Mr. President, at this point, do you 
really see any advance in the talks? I know 
they started in June, but it doesn’t really 
seem like they've gone very far. 

The President. 1 would go back to what 
the Prime Minister said; we'd like to see a 
cease-fire restored. But I think that actually, 
we do have a chance to make some progress 
in these talks, and that’s one of the things 
we're going to talk about here. 

We're always better off when they’re talk- 
ing than when they're not, and I can see cir- 
cumstances under which we can make some 
real progress there if we got one or two good 


breaks, so we're going to keep working. 


[At this point, one group of reporters left the 
room, and another group entered. | 


The President. Let me just, first of all, 
welcome you all here and say that I am deep- 
ly honored, as always, to have the Taoiseach 
here, coming especially as he does today as 
the talks have opened again in Belfast. I'm 
looking forward to hearing his ideas about 
where we go from here and any suggestions 
he has about how the United States can help. 

I also want to talk about the work we can 
do together as Ireland assumes the Presi- 
dency of the European Union on inter- 
national narcotics trafficking and any number 
of other issues. I have a very, very high regard 
for the Prime Minister for his leadership for 
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what he has tried to do for the cause of peace 
in Northern Ireland, and I'm really looking 
forward to having this chance to visit with 
him. 

Prime Minister Bruton. Thank you very 
much. Obviously, I'll be updating the Presi- 
dent on the talks in Belfast, which have got- 
ten off to a very good start today. It’s impor- 
tant that they should move as quickly as pos- 
sible to discussing the substantial issues that 
they were set up to deal with, having dealt 
with the procedure and questions, which are 
very important but which I think can be dealt 
with quite quickly at this point. 

Also, I will be talking to the President in 
my capacity as President of the European 
Union and putting forward some ideas to him 
on closer Lona cooperation across the 


North Atlantic. And I will also be anxious 
to bring to agreement proposals that are in 
discussion about closer cooperation to com- 
bat the international drugs trade, both in the 
Caribbean area and in regard to what are 
known as precursors, which are chemicals 
which are used in the manufacture of drugs. 


I think we need cooperation between the Eu- 
ropean Union and the United States if we’re 
to combat this menace at its source. 


Peace Process in Northern Ireland 


Q. Mr. President, if I may ask you, sir, 
Mike McCurry told us today that you chose 
to be optimistic about the prospects for 

ace. Can you tell us how you can possibly 
be optimistic at the moment and how opti- 
mistic you might be, for instance, of a new 
IRA cease-fire: 

The President. Well, 1 want to talk to the 
Prime Minister about that. I think there 
should be a restoration of the cease-fire so 
that everyone who needs to be in the talks 
can be a part of them. But the thing that 
makes me optimistic is the clear interest that 
the people, all the people in Northern Ire- 
land, have in a successful resolution of this 
and their evident desire for it, which I saw 
so clearly last year. 

And of course, unfortunately the le 
have already paid a price this year in the fact 
that when the cease-fire was lost and things 
seemed to be drifting in the wrong direction, 
it was costly in terms of tourists, in terms 
of business investment. 
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So I just believe that we're still on the right 
side of history, and I can also see the devel- 
opment of events in a way that would make 
it possible for us to make some real progress. 
But they're just beginning. I have a lot of 
confidence in Senator Mitchell and the team 
there, but mostly I believe the people of 
Northern Ireland want peace, and I think the 
determination of the Irish Government and 
also the British Government, Prime Minister 
Major’s government, to try to work to create 
conditions in which peace can be developed, 
1 think those things make me optimistic. 

Prime Minister Bruton. I'd like to add, 
if I may, that I think it’s very important that 
we do sen an IRA cease-fire, because we’re 
not going to have a truly heartfelt and endur- 
ing agreement as long as the threat of vio- 
lence continues. 

Q. Mr. President, do you believe that the 
loyalist parties should now be excluded from 
the talks process, as demanded by Dr. Paisley 


today? 

The President. 1 can’t say that. I think 
that the only position I’ve taken on this whole 
thing is that the cease-fire ought to be re- 
stored for full participation of all of the par- 
ties. I don’t want to get into that. 

I think that the people who are there on 
the ground are perfectly capable of making 
their decisions. I think on balance, what we 
want is the largest number of people possible 
who will be affected by this in the end par- 
ticipating, and I think that that’s what we 
should look for. But I don’t think 

Q. Do you anticipate going back to Ire- 
land, Mr. President, in December? 

Q. Mr. President, will you make the golf 
match with Dick Spring this time? 

The President. I'll do my very best. Only 
an intervening circumstance stopped me last 
time. I hope I can come back and do it. He 
wants the privilege of beating me on the 
home soil, and I suppose I'll have to let him 
do that someday. 

Q. Are you definitely coming to Dublin 
in December? 


The President. | don’t know yet. 


Norte: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rev. Ian Paisley, leader, Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party in Northern Ireland; and 
Deputy Prime Minister Richard Spring of Ireland. 
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A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Proclamation 6915—America Goes 
Back to School, 1996 
September 9, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Education is the foundation of our econ- 
omy and society as we stand at the dawn of 
the 2lst century. Education provides every 
American with the tools to make the most 
of their own lives and to seize the tremen- 
dous opportunities of economic growth and 
change. Education also passes along to our 
young people the most fundamental Amer- 
ican values: family, responsibility, and com- 
munity. To make the next century another 
American century—and to help all of our 
communities to become prosperous and 
strong—more parents and community mem- 
bers must become involved in improving our 
local schools and colleges. Better education 
is everybody's business. When families, edu- 
cators, and communities work together, we 
can truly build a bridge to a better, stronger 
21st century. 

The American people want the best for 
their children. Our schools should be safe, 
disciplined, and drug-free environments 
where parents are involved and children can 
learn. Our educators and administrators 
should continue to aim for the highest stand- 
ards of academic excellence and professional 
accountability. Together we must rebuild the 
Nation’s aiiata te the 21st century. We 
must make the investments needed to allow 
our children to learn about the computers 
and technology that are the building blocks 
of the future. We must make college more 
accessible. We must expand public school 
choice and competition. And we must make 
it easier to move from school to work. 

Children are our greatest natural resource: 
Although they are only 20 percent of our 
population, they are 100 percent of our fu- 
ture. From safe schools to better training for 
our teachers, from raising standards in our 
schools to increasing financial aid for college 
for middle-income and working families, 
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from literacy for children to 
adults, we must ensure that 


Se - 
cational improvement throughout year. 
I applaud the Partnership for Family Involve- 
ment in Education, a joint effort involving 

partment of Education and more than 


family 

ups, religious communities, family-ori- 
are 3 businesses, and the men and women 
of our Armed Forces, for sponsoring “Amer- 
ica Goes Back to School: Get Involved!” I 
hope that this observance will foster grass- 
roots support for better education by engag- 
ing parents, educators, and community 

ups as active partners in strengthening 
hea and strengthening families. When 
Americans come together as a community, 
we can make real progress. By taking a more 
active role, we as a Nation will raise our ex- 
ge for both our children and our- 
selves. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do he proclaim September 8 
through September 14, 1996, as a time when 
America Goes Back to School. I invite par- 
ents, schools, community and State helen, 
businesses, civic and re! oO . 
and the people of the = rere 
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities expressing support for high aca- 
demic standards and and community 
involvement in schools and colleges, and to 
continue their active involvement on behalf 
of America’s children throughout the year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of September, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
ty-first. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 11, 1996] 
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Nore: This 


on Welfare Reform in Kansas City, 


Missouri 
September 10, 1996 


The President. Let me thank you, Clyde 
and Gayle and Congresswoman 
er anen cuumactaie dhol ax 
have come here. I was with some of you 
in 1994 to talk about what Missouri 
eet ee 
as of you know, the welfare is 
about to change nationwide. And I have 
worked very hard in the last 4 years to help 
move from welfare to work. There 
are nearly 2 million fewer le on welfare 
today than there were the I became 
President. And we've done it by wo: with 


children and the family, child care if they 
go to work, but what used to come in the 
monthly check will now be given to the State 
either to continue as a monthly check or to 
be used in some other way to move into the 
And the States have to meet very stiff re- 
uirements on for people. And 
ent te eae a oe 
ans © Se ane wee 
numbers of people to work in a short time 
is with a ership with the private sector, 
what Missouri has done, using what 
used to be the welfare check or a food stamp 
check as an income supplement to a private 
ee ae in training 
work, and do what you’ve done. 

And before—I’m going over to speak to 
the Southern Governors Association which 
Governor Carnahan is hosting here, to talk 
to these Governors about what they have to 
do now. But before I do, I wanted to come 
back here and listen to all of you and thank 
you, those of you who have moved from wel- 
fare to work, and thank the employers for 
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being involved in this program but also to 
pss enya le and to the 


press and through them, to the American 
people, what has to next. 
As I’ve said re , the whole debate 


on welfare in W: mn was ly a - 
cal debate atl ipl ees wt pay 


sure when you read in the r or saw 
on the pun news some of the things that 
were said, it 't strike you as particularly 
real, based on your own experience; it’s 
just—a lot of it was politics. 

But the politics is over now. The law’s 
<= the States and the communities 
now a responsibility to create a story 
like yours for every able-bodied person on 
welfare in America. That’s basically what this 
law says. And we've got to have help from 
employers, or we can’t make it. So it’s very 
exciting to me. 

And let me just make one other point 
about this. I really believe—and that’s why 
I wanted you to have a chance to tell your 
story to the country, thanks to the help of 
these people who are with us here—I really 
believe that what we should want for people 
who hit a rough spot in their life and den't 
have much income is what we want for all 
American families: What we want is for peo- 

le to be able to succeed in raising their chil- 
and to be able to succeed in the work- 
place. And if our country has to make a 
choice between one or the other, we're going 
to be in trouble. E s most important 
job is raising their kids. But if the economy 
doesn’t walk, we're in trouble. And if we 
have to give up raising our kids to make the 
economy work, we’re in trouble. 

So, to me, welfare reform is part of a larger 
agenda to help all Americans succeed at work 
and at home. We lowered taxes for the lowest 
income working people in 1993, 15 million 
of them, so that they wouldn’t have any in- 
centive to fall back on welfare. We've tried 
to help people with immunizing their chil- 
dren ait a whole range of other areas. 

And one thing that’s me, unfortu- 
nately, controversial again in the last couple 
of days, the first bill I signed was the family 
and medical leave law which basically says 
you don’t lose your job if you take some time 
off when a baby’s born or a parent's sick. 
I think it should be expanded in a limited 
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way to let people go to parent-teacher con- 
ferences or doctor’s tments 
with their kids. But I ce n’t think 
it should be repealed. I think that would be 
a mistake, because what we're trying to do, 
again, is to create an environment in which 
people can succeed at home and at work. 

And I’m to take all these issues out 
of politics, if I can, and get them down to 
people. So that’s why I’m to be here; 
that’s why I thank you for me come. 
And Clyde, why don’t on with the 
program sheaheedid earn a lot about 
what you're doing here. 
[At this , Clyde M president, 
Fas Souchaenar’ Genet aedeer dae 
— recipients to share their experiences 
with the program. A participant 
stated that to work 
made her wp model to her children, 
au more men should participate 
in ; program, and described program serv- 
ices. 

The President. You made a comment 
about how it’s important to get the men in- 
volved, Let me just maybe everyone in 
the press knows this, but let me emphasize, 
the reason that’s important in terms of what 
they’re doing here in Missouri and what we 
can do under welfare reform is that with cer- 
tain rare exceptions—some States cover two- 
parent ho’ with welfare. But basi- 
cally, single men cannot get welfare in Amer- 
ica; if they get any income supplement, it’s 
something they get from the State. What they 
have been g from the Federal Govern- 
ment is stamps, and if they're able-bod- 
ied, that’s been cut back. 

But what Missouri is doing is taking the 
food stamps income that men could get, 
along with the welfare income that women 
could get, and making them both available 
as supplements to employers if they will hire 
ute either off welfare or idle men who 
are only getting food stamps. And so this 
State has really done, I think, a remarkable 
job of trying to use all the tools available to 
it. 


[Participants described their 


with the > 
they received in child care and health insur- 


ance coverage. | 
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The President. Now, under this welfare 
reform bill we can leave people with their 
Medicaid health insurance for a year, ~—e 
more. And also with—if their jobs pay a 
enough income, they can also get the food 
stamp supplements. And we have a lot more 
money for child care than we did before. 

Now, it’s conceivable we could run out of 
child care money, but if we do it will be what 
I would call a high-class problem. If we run 
out of child care money, it will be because 
we've had so many good employers who have 
taken people and would just—and I think the 
Congress would probably help us some then, 
because they—we got the money we thought 
we would need based on what we thought 
we could do in placing people in work. 


[Participants continued to relate their experi- 
ences with the program. An employer then 
described his satisfaction with new employees 
hired under the wage supplement program. | 


The President. Has the wage supplement 
helped you? 

Participant. Oh, absolutely. 

The President. | sort of see it as like a 
premium we can pay to get a private em- 

loyer not only to train people for the job 
but also to train people for the workplace, 
the whole—changing the culture. 


[The participant discussed training new em- 
ployees. Other employers discussed their par- 
ticipation in the program. | 


The President. Well, the one thing that 
I wanted to put in there is that even if there’s 
turnover, that the employers that have par- 
ticipated in this program are doing some- 
thing very positive because we are really try- 
ing to have everybody be able to tell the sto- 
ries we're hearing around this table. And it’s 
a different journey for some people than oth- 
ers, and it’s a longer journey for some people 
than others. But we're basically trying to 
break up a mindset and an almost physical 


isolation from the world of work. That’s what 


Birdella was talking about, how it changes 
even the neighborhoods, how they work, how 
they function, how the kids feel. 

And the way this new law works, every- 
body, unless you have a disability or there’s 
a child with a disability or some reason, ev- 
erybody has a lifetime limit of 5 years you 
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can do this if you’re able-bodied, and a limit 
at one time of 2 years before you have to 
move into some sort of work environment. 
So even if there’s turnover, even if some 
only makes it 30, 60, 90, 120 days, that’s still 
a work experience they never had before, it’s 
some touching of the world of work they 
never had before. And it gives you a better 
chance to make it the next time. 


[Mr. McQueen mentioned the link between 
the wage supplement program and economic 
development initiatives in the Kansas City 
empowerment zone. Mayor Emanuel Cleaver 
II of Kansas City then discussed an agree- 
ment for Harley-Davidson to employ resi- 
dents of the empowerment zone, with the 
wage supplement program as an incentive. | 

The President. You see, I think this will 
be very valuable in—I believe that there will 
be a movement, particularly a smaller scale, 
like 300 and down, manufacturing facilities 
back to urban areas in the next 10 years, be- 
cause I think the property will be cheaper, 
and I think the work force will be there. And 
I think if you have a serious welfare-to-work 
effort like this, you can really make it work. 

Between the funds we're trying to give the 
cities to clean up environmentally polluted 
areas to make them attractive for new invest- 
ments again, the so-called brownfields initia- 
tives, and we're going to try to triple the 
number of these empowerment zones—I be- 
lieve that you can have this story repeat itself. 

It’s going to change your image, Mayor, 
with Harley-Davidson here; you’re going to 
have to wear one of those neat jackets. 
[Laughter] It will be a major lifestyle change 
for you. 


[Mr. McQueen, Representative Karen 
McCarthy, and Gayle Hobbs, executive di- 
rector, Local Investment Commission, dis- 
cussed public-private partnerships and the 
program’s benefits for the community. | 

The President. The primary purpose of 
this bill, in many ways, was to end the waiver 
process and then to have some standards of 
performance for the States so they had to 
actually get it in gear. But the worst mistake 
that could possibly be made would be to sup- 
plant what used to be the Federal rules and 
regulations with just a State bureaucracy, be- 
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cause this plan, this program had been run 
by the States for years; it hadn’t been run 
by the Federal Government. And the States 
have basically had control over the benefit 
amount while the Federal Government has 
set the rules governing who could qualify and 
making sure that people got the food stamps 
and the Medicaid and the other stuff. 

So what I see as absolutely imperative is 
that every State is going to have to do what 
has been done here. You’re going to have 
to devolve the ultimate decisionmaking to 
community groups that involve employers, 
the nonprofits, and the people who are going 
to be the ultimate customers of this system, 
people who are going to move from welfare 
to work. 

And this model, this kind of encounter 
we’re having here, this is going to have to 
occur in every community in the country if 
we're going to meet the very ambitious goals 
of the bill. I think we can do it, but only 
if we do it in this way. 

And I would point out, 2 years ago I went 
to Vermont to talk to the Governors, and I 
asked every Governor to ask me for a waiver 
to do what Missouri was doing and what 
only—at that time, only Oregon and Missouri 
had asked to do. Now, since then, Wisconsin 
has asked to do this, before the welfare re- 
form bill, and one other State, I believe— 
Vermont, in a modified way. But every State 
in the country can now do this, do what 
you're doing, and therefore involve people 
like Tom and Bruce. And it’s the only way 
it’s going to work. 


[Participants described how the program ad- 
dressed the wide-ranging needs of welfare re- 
cipients. | 


The President. That’s a wonderful story. 
Let me just say again—I mean, I know I’m 
beating this to death, but it’s a point I want 
to make to the American people. The act I 
signed is the beginning of welfare reform. 
What it does is it creates very strong incen- 
tives for every State to, in effect, empower 
communities, to develop community-based 
systems like this. 

There is no way even a State, much less 
the National Government, can know how 
much money any community needs for trans- 
portation—that depends on what the facts of 
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the community—much less whether there 
should be a program for helping people with 
their dental or clothing needs or anything like 
that. This has got to be pushed down to the 
grassroots level, where community people 
who care about their community and care 
about the people that they come in contact 
with as individuals, can fashion solutions that 
will work. And I think now you've got the 
tools to do it, and we've just got to make 
sure we do it right. 

But I just wish everybody in American 

were as fi along as you all are. I want to 
say a special world of thanks to Tom and 
Bruce, too, for participating, and all of the 
other employers that you represent here 
today. 
My instinct—I have two feelings about this 
that a lot of the skeptics who were worried 
about me signing this bill didn’t. I believe 
the business community's response will be 
overwhelming, because I think most people 
in business would like to end the way the 
welfare system has worked and would be 
willing to do their part in doing it. That's 
what I believe. I think most business people 
will stretch a little, especially if we’re at least 
sharing the cost of ‘cocky trabing and develop- 
ment of work habits. And I have hardly ever 
met anybody on welfare who did not want 
to get off once they believed that they could, 
you know? So you all have strengthened my 
faith and optimism. 


[Various participants expressed their appre- 
ciation for the President’s support. | 


The President. Now, in the next couple 
of days, when people all over America start 
calling you and wanting their addresses and 
everything, I don’t want you all to be put 
out with me. I want you to help them do 
just what you did. 

Participant. We'll do it. 

Participant. We'll keep moving. 

The President. Thank you. 

Q. Could I follow up on something you 
mentioned? Senator Dole says on the family 
medical leave that it’s another example of big 
Government meddling where it doesn’t be- 
long—{inaudible). 

The President. Well, | just disagree. Look 
at the evidence. Twelve million people have 
taken a little time off when a baby was born 
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jobs. There is no compelling evidence that 
this has been bad for the economy. 


Anything you do that helps people to suc- 
ee ee ae aes 
. That’s basically what welfare reform 

It’s just what Tom says: We've 


any- 
thing else, you could overdo it, but we’re talk. 
ing about a very modest and limited expan- 


sion, directed toward helping people go to 

their parent-teacher conferences and go to 
doctor’s appointments. It’s not a big, 

step, it’s pro-family and pro-work. 


you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. at the 
Full Employment Council. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to former welfare recipient Birdella Smith; 
Tom Davidson, president, Davidson Archives; and 
Bruce Gershon, president, Arrow Fabricare. 


Remarks to the Southern Governors’ 
Association in Kansas City 


September 10, 1996 


The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you for the warm welcome. Thank 
you, Governor Carnahan and Governor 
Allen, Governor Patton, Governor Caperton, 
Governor Miller, Governor Beasley, Gov- 
ernor Huckabee—nice pen, Governor 
Huckabee—(laughter|— like that. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m glad to be back 
at the Southern Governors’ Association. I’m 
glad to be back at a time when I feel good 
about the direction of our country. And I 
know we all feel mses yet as Governor 


Carnahan said, because of our new respon- 


tien a Go Tell Bs 


sibility in the aftermath of the passage of the 
ie reform law. 

I have just come from a very moving en- 
t Council 
here in Kansas City. Mayor Cleaver and Con- 
a Karen McCarthy took me over 

. I thank them for going. I thank Clyde 
McQueen and Gayle H for being there, 
and I'll talk about the other people who were 
there . a few moments. ei 

But let me say I am to 
a - to cus, may A ‘over _ 
a iem is keeping our e from 
becoming all that we a be. ie cour 
is clearly moving in the right direction. We 
have the lowest unem ent rate in 7% 
—, 10% million new jobs, the lowest com- 

ined rates of inflation, unemployment and 
home mo in almost 30 years. The defi- 
cit has gone 4 in a row for the 
first time in a President’s term since John 
Tyler was the President in the 1840's. I al- 
eee eae ae ee 
Tyler was ‘ot rele ] But ‘ 
was still a . [Laughter 

Si enaeeteliaiaeedinen ter rues 
in a row, thanks in no small measure to ef- 
forts made by the Governors here and 
around the country. The welfare rolls are 
nearly two million smaller than they were the 
day I took the oath of office. The Govern- 
ment is the smallest it’s been since President 
Kennedy was in office. We are working hard 
to help people to succeed at home and at 
work. The average costs for first-time 
homebuyers has been cut by about $1,000, 
thanks to an initiative by Secretary 
Cisneros and the FHA. The earned-income 
tax credit reduced taxes for 15 million of the 
hardest pressed working families on lower in- 
comes. We’re immunizing more children and 

ing to give more nts the r to pro- 
tect eit children pe things like the V- 
chip, the television rating system, the new 
educational television programming that will 
be coming forth soon. 

The family and medical leave law has al- 
lowed 12 million families to take some time 
off for the birth of a child or the illness of 
a parent without losing a job. I think it should 
be modestly aan to allow parents to go 
to parent-teacher conferences and 
doctor appointments. It plainly isn’t hurting 
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the , and anything that helps us to 
enteath tll’ des teliwanite cetaghen 


the economy I think is a very, very good 


I oP me se a 
to e Washington works. 
ih thing } tigdenal ibe elise Gow. 
ernor was that the job was a lot more about 
what are we going to do than who are we 
going to blame. And in Washington, I think 
in part because it’s so far from where people 
live and you have to pierce through all the 
layers between you and the folks back home, 
that too often it becomes more about who 
to blame than what to do. So I hope we have 
changed that. 
And let me say that—— 


[At this point, a live local news broadcast at 
the back of the room interrupted the Presi- 
dent’s remarks. | 


The President. Does that guy want to 
a back there? [ ] We'll be 
to listen to you, but we can’t both talk 
at the same time. [, ] 
I do believe that this business about what 
to do and not who to blame is going to be 


brought into play more powerfully on the 
issue of welfare refo 


rm than any other issue 
in recent history. And I'd like to ask you all 
just to stop a few minutes and think with 
me about what it means. 

First, let me say the States should be very 
proud of themselves. Our administration has 
now given 77 waivers to 43 States who have 
moved 1.8 million people from welfare to 
work. That’s a pretty good record, and I’m 
proud of the States. I’m proud of the commu- 
nity groups that work on this. I’m proud of 
the employers who have done the hiring. Of 
course, part of it is due to the rising tide 
of the economy, but an awful lot of it is due 
to the special efforts being made State by 
State, community by community. 

There is a passion in this country now to 
liberate betas from the dependency of a 
welfare system which has not worked, to 
move people from welfare to work in a way 
that enables them to support their children 
and live in greater dignity. It is sweeping the 
country. It is felt in every corner of the coun- 
try by people from all walks of life, of all 
oe man satheroe of all racial and ethnic 
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. It is running at tide, and a lot 
Galenend in the vo 

The pen 0 
increases ties of moving people 
from welfare agen and the atime 
to do so. And just to review what 
the law does, it says essen this: There 
will continue to be a national guarantee, 
funded by the Federal and State govern- 
ments of health care, nutrition, and now 
more child care for people who move from 
welfare to work, but that portion of our wel- 
fare expenditures that used to go in mon 
entitlement checks to welfare recipients 
now go to the States in a big block of money, 
and deny, 4pvtanes, eal amaeamanee 
who are able-bodied from welfare to work 
within 2 , and in no case can able-bod- 
ied have more than 5 years total of 
we am ees unless there are extenuating 
circumstances in which case the States can 
keep a little money back to decide to deal 
with the odd pocncy: te always comes up, that 
doesn’t quite fit anybody's formula. 

The States, in turn, have to figure out how 
to work at the community level with the exist- 
ing institutions, the educators, the welfare 
case workers, the job trainers, the job place- 
ment people, and by far, most important, the 
private employer community, which includes 
not only people in free enterprise but also 
churches, nonprofits, people who are em- 
— who are nongovernmental employers, 
to figure out how to move people from wel- 
fare to work. 

Now, this law isn’t perfect, and I’ve said 
what I think is wrong with it, and I want 
to say a special thanks to at least two mem- 
bers of the Southern Governors, Governor 
George Bush and Governor Lawton Chiles, 
for agreeing with my position on the ill-ad- 
vised nature of cutting off pone to all 
legal immigrants, no matter pens to 
them. And T ho we can change that. 

But I signed this bill because it gives us 
an historic opportunity and, therefore, an his- 
toric responsibility to change the cul- 
ture of welfare. And I we cannot mini- 
mize that. I just had the opportunity, as I 
said, to go with Mayor Cleaver and Congress- 
woman McCarthy over to visit with Clyde 
McQueen and Gayle Hobbs, who are here, 
and some people who have moved from wel- 
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fare to work, and two employers who hired 
them. I want to tell their story; then I want 
to talk about where we go from here. But 
I'd like to ask them to stand up. I'll introduce 
them. 

Clyde McQueen is the director of Kansas 
City’s Full Employment Council. Gayle 
Hobbs is the executive director of the local 
Investment Commission. Let me introduce 
them all. Shaira Burriss is a 30-year-old 
former welfare recipient who is now earning 
quite a bit above the minimum wage at 
Arrow Fabric-Care, and supporting two chil- 
dren. Birdella Smith is a woman I met here 
2 years ago when I came to announce my 
welfare reform program. She has three sons, 
the oldest is a freshman at the University of 
Missouri, here in Kansas City, and she’s now 
been working for 4 years. Cathy Romero is 
another former recipient I met in 1994. She 
has a 5-year-old daughter who just started 
kindergarten. She dropped out of high 
school, was on welfare at 17, and she’s now 
been working for several years. We also have 
three women that I met before here—Vicki 
Phelps, Arlenda Moffitt-Hayes and Pamela 
Ruhnke—all of them are people who have 
worked very hard to make something of their 
lives. And I want to introduce two employers, 
Tom Davidson, who is the president of Da- 
vidson Archives, a records management stor- 
age business. And he pointed out, they do 
some work for the Federal Government that 


they won on bid. He has 25 employees; five 
of them came out of this program. Five of 
them moved from welfare to work. We thank 
him. And Shaira Burriss’ employer's here, 


Bruce Gershon, who is the president of 
Arrow Fabricare, an 80-year-old family dry- 
cleaning business and one of the first to take 
“vm in this a Let’s give them all a 
and, and I'll tell what they did. [Applause] 
I met some of these ladies 3 years—2 years 
ago when I announced my welfare reform 
plan in Kansas City at the Commerce Bank, 
which is the place where Harry Truman had 
his first job. A good place to honor work. 
And all of these people have shown remark- 
able good citizenship and vision, those who 
have moved from welfare to work, and those 

who have helped them to do so. 
I heard them talking again today, and I 


was reminded as so many of us have been 
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who have worked on this problem for many 
years that the people who live on welfare 
want to change it more than anybody else. 
Everyone knows that it’s better to work than 
to be trapped in dependency. 

Secondly, I’m reminded that it is not as 
simple as it sounds. First of all, there has 
to be a job there. Secondly, people who very 
often have been isolated for virtually their 
entire adult lives, oftentimes isolated from 
mainstream education, certainly isolated 
from mainstream work, very often not having 
adequate work habits, and as some of these 
ladies explained to me today, they've got a 
group here now helping women move into 
the work force just to make sure they know 
how to do an interview and have clothes that 
would not disqualify them from getting a job 
when they show up, and other very basic 
things. 

We see in what they have done that if you 
have real flexibility and a roots commit- 
ment that encompasses the entire commu- 
nity, you can do something. 

Now, I want to emphasize one thing in 
particular to explain what they've done here 
and then to ask you to imagine how this can 
be done in every State, in every community 
in America, and how we can get even more 
business leaders involved. 

Missouri asked for a welfare waiver to be 
able to do two things: One is to convert the 
welfare check into a wage supplement to pri- 
vate sector employers, and to say to employ- 
ers—they say to employers, “If you will hire 
this person off welfare in a real new job, not 
just replacing somebody you've let go or re- 
placing someone who has moved but a real 
new job, you can have the welfare check for 
4 years as a wage supplement, for up to 4 
years for this employer. If you'll leave the 
new job in place, even if this particular per- 
son goes on to do something else with her 
life, you can have that slot and the wage sup- 
plement for 10 years.” 

Now, you have to pay a lot more than the 
wage supplement, but you don’t have to pay 
what you would otherwise have to pay. And 
we're going to give you the wage anaes 
because we want to help you move someone 
from welfare to work, and we understand 
that there may be a lot of extra costs to you 
in training people and helping to work with 
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them and making sure that they can balance 
the demands of family and work and move 
out of relative isolation into the world of 
mainstream work and be a part of your em- 
ployee team. That's what they're doing. 
They're also saying you can have Medicaid 
coverage for up to 4 years here, which I think 
is the most exceptional health care coverage 
offered by any State in the country, Gov- 
ernor. 

But it is working. In Missouri, also—and 
this is something that because there are a 
lot of single men who aren’t on welfare but 
are not in the work force, who are eligible 
for food stamps but not welfare—in Missouri 
they also have the right to take the food 
stamp check going to single men and use that 
for a wage supplement, to do exactly the 
same thing. And they have had astonishing 
success here. But I think it is because they’re 
all working together at the grassroots com- 
munity level. 

I met their board, their employees at the 
Full Employment Council. It’s a one-stop 
place: If you need to get your GED, you can 
get it; if you need some basic job training, 
you can get it, in terms of how to do the 
interviews; if there are other sort of support 
services your family needs because you have 
certain problems, you can get them there. 
And the employers are heavily involved. 

But I bring this out today because the Gov- 
ernors sought this welfare reform law, and 
I gladly signed it. And now we have now 
moved welfare beyond the realm of political 
rhetoric and blame, and it’s no longer a ques- 
tion of who to blame. It is entirely a question 
of what are we going to do. And if you look 
at the hiring goals here, the reward States 
get for placing more people from welfare to 
work, but the enormous problem States will 
find if you wind up having people running 
out of their 2-year time deadline and they've 
never been to work, we have all got to get 
it in gear. I think you can make a compelling 
case that if we can keep the economy strong, 
the most significant responsibility the Gov- 
ernors have shouldered in many years is the 
responsibility to design a system that will per- 
mit every community to succeed in doing this 
in the way Kansas City has succeeded be- 
cause of the work these people have done. 
It is a huge responsibility. 
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And it seems to me that at least we have 
to begin to say every State ought to take the 
income supplement idea and put it at the 
heart of the new plan. Florida, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Virginia, Oregon and at least 
six other States have asked to do this; it’s 
an important part of the Wisconsin plan. 

But if you think about it, there’s not 
——— money around to create enough pub- 
lic jobs to solve this welfare problem. Plus 
which what we really want is for people on 
welfare to be part of the mainstream econ- 
omy. So it’s better if—I mean, the ideal thing 
would be that every private employer in the 
country, not just in the free enterprise system 
but every church of any size, every nonprofit 
of any size, everybody could just take one 
person and that person’s family and say, “You 
will be part of our work family now,” or 
“We're going to go forward together.” 

Now, that’s what these employers have 
been willing to do. And what they got from 
their Governor and their local Full Employ- 
ment Council was what used to be the wel- 
fare check. “Here’s the welfare check, you 
add to it, you've got to pay them a mini- 
mum”—Congresswoman McCarthy was in 
the legislature at the time Missouri's plan was 
adopted, and I think she said they had a mini- 
mum payment of $6 an hour at that time, 
because—and I think the Missouri check 
worked out to be, I don’t know, $2 or $3.00 
an hour, something like that—a substantial 
support system. But as the employers were 
telling you, most of these people, they do 
so well, they pretty soon are earning more 
money on their own merit and going forward 
and moving to greater independence and 
going beyond that. 

You think about it, just think what it would 
mean to this country if every employer the 
size of these two said, “I will take one slot. 
I will create one new job for a decade if you 
will give me the income supplement for a 
decade. And I'll work one person for 4 years, 
another one for 4 years, another one for 2 
years”—that’s the Missouri system—“or, if I 
can move 10 people through this entry level 
slot, I'll move 10 through.” 

But we need to break this responsibility 
down to think about how we can make it a 
good deal for the business community, a 
good deal for local community life, a good 
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deal for the States, a good deal for America, 
and most importantly, a good deal for the 
people who are trying to move from welfare 
to work, so we don’t wind up with a bunch 
of nightmares “We've passed all these 
tough laws. We 't create the jobs, and 
here are all these people in the street with 


no right to get any help.” 

Se ee ee 
But one thing I know—I know the em- 
loyers of this country want to do this. I be- 
ene. Gu aiibey enidiaiie-vihe hen ovee otha 
—_——- word about the welfare system, 

every one of us, including me, 
should be challenged to assume the respon- 
sibility to help be a part of the solution to 
this problem. eel 

I have proposed some more we 
ost do oe e- ceinabaeeh oy am ented 
tax credits available only to people who are 
moved from welfare to work or to single, idle 
men moved from food stamps to work. We're 
ne 


a million more le, at least a million more 


people from welfare to work by the year 2000 


to come anywhere close to meeting the re- 
quirements of the law, and to avoid causing 
either a humanitarian crisis for the States or 
an enormous drain on your own treasuries. 
So I would start with that. 

I pro also to give private ment 
ons the kinds of things that ada Ameri- 
cans use to find better jobs and many em- 

loyers use to hire people, a bonus if they 
help to find permanent jobs for people who 
antag tint wine te wa I want to 
give the communities that are hardest hit 
some resources, extra resources to help deal 
with this problem. But the most important 
thing, I wall say again, is establishing a State 
and then a community based partnership 
with the private sector and with others who 
have to all the needs of people who are trying 
to move from welfare to work. 

I'd like to salute two prominent business 
leaders in this State who the challenge 
that I issued and have expressed a willingness 
to step forward and take it, because they rep- 
resent larger business organizations, they are 
in a position to do even more: Robert Sha- 
piro, the CEO of Monsanto, which is based 
in St. Louis; and Bill Esrey, the CEO of 
Sprint, based here in Kansas City, are with 
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us today. They have made a commitment to 
fully participate through their companies in 
this program. I'll a little more about 
ts at tecenetiet sone tae 
to stand up and be recognized, please. [Ap- 
plause] Thank you. Thank you. 

The day after my on this in Chi- 
cago, Bob Shapiro asked all his division heads 
ay eae 
what they could do to help people on welfare 
find jobs at Monsanto. They're coming u 
with a plan for their _ ; —~ 
even more, they're asking their suppliers 
other Scheer angel to do the 09 That 
is stuff. 

Bill Eeeys company has begun 

off welfare, it’s uarters 
here in Kansas City. They're a of this 
revolution that’s ale on aes Kansas 
City. He wants Sprint to be a part of meeting 
this challenge all around the country. So I’m 
proud that Sprint is announcing today that 
it will provide an 800 number that any em- 
loyer in America can call to find out what 
Eaupal-Gun-d> to hiipusee le from 
welfare to work in their own emp nt. 
Thank you both. 

Here you have two CEO’s of major For- 
tune 500 companies who believe this chal- 
lenge is so important to our future that they 
are willing while recruit other CEO’s and 
other companies to take in this effort. 
I have asked them to r a small grou 
of them who are ready to rise to this chal- 
lenge to come to the White House in the 
next few weeks to discuss with me how we 
can get businesses all across America to hire 
people off welfare. 

But the Governors will be able to do this 
more—-more because they know personally 
all the heads of all of the b companies 
in their State, more because they know per- 
sonally the heads of smaller- and medium- 
sized companies and the organizations that 
are part of them. 

And again, I will say I am convinced that 
there are literally hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions of people out there who feel that 
it is part of their civic nsibility to help 
do something about this, who do un- 
derstand, even if they don’t know all of the 
details of the welfare reform law that we had 


changed this big time. And now, we really 
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are saying, “If you're able-bodied, there’s just 
only so long you can draw a check without 
doing something for it,” and we are finally 
going to change that, but the Government 
cannot create these jobs, and we want to, 
anyway, change the environment in which 
people are living. That’s what Birdella said 
when she was g this morning. She said, 
“You can’t imagine what it’s like when you 

in a neighborhood and a few people move 

m welfare to work, and the kids have pride 
and the crime rate goes down and everything 
gets better at the same time.” 

And I think people know this at a visceral 
level. So I would say that while this is the 
biggest challenge that Governors have faced 
in a very long time, it is also the biggest op- 
portunity, and it has the potential to bring 
us ee across party lines, racial lines, in- 
come lines, you name it—whatever that’s di- 
viding us today, we can forget about it be- 
cause all of us believe that this ought to be 
done, that at the core of human nature is 
the need to be useful and productive. 

ee ee 
ent is the desire to be a good role model 
and to be able to prove that you can do some- 
thing that matters. And one of our employers 
said today that work was really a part of the 
essence of life and that it was a great privilege 
to be an employer just to give —* a 
chance to be an employee, to fulfill a bi 
part of what being alive is all about. I thin 
that feeling is out there in this country. 

And so I come here today to say to the 
Governors: You asked for this, and now 
you've got it. [Laughter] I know that Ten- 
nessee is one of the States in the Southern 
Governors’ Conference, and that very famous 
mere or — vee a Atkins— 
laughter|—who occasion ys guitar as 
well, and I think is a good Republican, Gov- 
ernors. I once heard him say, “You know, 
you've got to be careful what you ask for in 
this old life. You might it.” [Laughter] 

So we asked for it. And I wanted it. And 
now we have it. And so it’s no longer a politi- 
cal issue. It’s no longer occasions for finger- 
pointing, and none of our one-liners amount 
toa hill of beans anymore. We need to all 
throw away our welfare speech. The only 
thing that matters now is whether we are 


going to give the opportunity—not the guar- 


1703 


antee but the opportu: dignity and 
purpose and meaning in life, to help more 


people live up to their God-given potential 
as parents and as workers. 

And to do it, it is plain that we're going 
to have to learn from people who know what 
they're doing. These le in Kansas City, 
they know what they are doing. It is miracu- 
lous what they are doing. They know what 
they are doing. These business leaders, they 
know what they’re — they can imagine. 
They get paid running these big companies; 
they have to think about what this country’s 
going to be like 10, 20, 30, 40 from 
now. And nobody who’s about the 
21st century wants America to have a big per- 
manent under class. Nobody wants us to con- 
tinue to split apart in terms of income. 

An can visualize the future 
wants us to be — together and celebrat- 
ing our diversity and having it be a source 
of strength and seeing every child have a real 
chance and believe that he or she has a 
chance to live up to the fullest of their God- 
given abilities. That’s what this is all about. 

This is the best chance we've had to do 
that in a long time. That’s all this bill does: 
It gives us a chance. If we fail, it will exact 
a higher price from us than the old system 
did. But the old system would never have 
given us a chance to succeed, and that’s why 
I took the gamble I did. I’m glad I did, and 
I believe if we work together and learn from 
those who have done it, in about 4 or 5 years 
we're all going to be very proud of what each 
of us did to make real welfare reform a re- 
ality, because there will be more people, like 
these fine women sitting here on this front 
row who can stand up and say, “I’m earning 
a living I'm supporting my child. I live in 
a crime-free neighborhood. My child goes to 
a good school where the parents participate, 
and our country is coming together because 
our communities are coming together around 
people who are given a chance to succeed 
if they're responsible.” That’s my dream, and 
I think we can make it happen. 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


Norte: The President at 12:20 p.m. at the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Mel Carnahan of Missouri; Gov. Allen of 


Virginia; Gov. Gaston Caperton of West Virginia; 
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Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky; Gov. Zell Miller 
of Georgia; Gov. David M. Beasley of South Caro- 
lina; Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas; Gov. 
George W. Bush of Texas; Gov. Lawton Chiles 
of Florida; and musician Chet Atkins. 


Remarks on De 
City and an E 
Reporters 
September 10, 1996 


Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
The President. Today in New York the 
United Nations General Assembly voted 
overwhelmingly to adopt the Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test Ban — and open it for sig- 
nature later this month. On behalf of the 


From Kansas 
ge With 


American people, I will have the honor to 
sign this historic treaty. 

Our signature, along with that of Russia, 
China, France, the United Kingdom, and the 
vast majority of nations around the world will 
create an international barrier against nu- 
clear testing as soon as we sign. 


With this treaty we're on the verge of real- 
izing a decades-old dream, that no nuclear 
weapons will be detonated anywhere on the 
face of the Earth. 

This has been a dream of American leaders 
going back to Presidents Eisenhower and 
Kennedy. They long worked for a safer world 
at home and abroad. By banning all nuclear 
tests for all time, the treaty will constrain any 
nation from improving its existing nuclear ar- 
senal and end the development of advanced 
nuclear weapons and help to stop their 
spread. 

We're taking the next crucial step to lift 
the dark cloud of nuclear fear that has hung 
over the world for 50 years now. Over the 
past 4 years we have permanently extended 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, dra- 
matically cut existing nuclear arsenals under 
the START treaties, persuaded Ukraine, 
Belarus, and Kazakstan to give up the nuclear 
weapons left on their land after the USSR 
dissolved, frozen North Korea’s dangerous 
nuclear program, and today no Russian mis- 
siles are pointed at our cities or our citizens. 

For four decades visionary statesmen like 
Prime Minister Nehru of India worked tire- 
lessly to make the comprehensive test ban 
a reality. More recently, Britain’s John Major, 
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France’s Jacques Chirac, Russia’s Boris 
Yeltsin, China’s Jiang Zemin—all have made 
courageous decisions to halt their country’s 
nuclear testing programs. I want to thank 
them, along with Foreign Minister Downer 
of Australia and the chairman of the CTBT 
ss committee, Netherlands’ Ambas- 

r Jaap Ramaker for all the work they 
have done. 

I'd also like to express my gratitude on be- 
half of our country to our Ambassador to the 
Conference on Disarmament, Stephen 
Ledogar, along with the entire United States 
delegation. They worked very hard for the 
last 3 years to bring us to this happy day. 
I‘m proud that our American leadershi 
played an important role in this success. 

Now, together, the United States and the 
nations of the world have taken another giant 
step toward making our world safer. It is in 
that spirit that I will urge all nations to sign 
the agreement. 

Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, there were three votes 

ainst—— 

The President. There were: the Indians 
and Bhutan voting with India and Libya. The 
Indians have some concerns which they have 
made clear in public, but now that we have 
voted overwhelmingly to do it, and when we 
sign it, then we'll have to work out the entry 
into force provisions. I am convinced we can 
do it, and I believe we can find a way for 
the Indians to have their security concerns 
met. 

And so this is a big plus today. We're a 
lot closer today than we were yesterday to- 
ward realizing the dream of a comprehensive 
nuclear test ban. 


p has 


Same Sex Marriage 


Q. Mr. President—[inaudible|—same sex 
marriage bill passed today. Are you still going 
to sign it? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Why? 

The President. For the reason that I said 
all along—I have—I said back in ’92 that 
while I believe that gay partners can have 
certain contractual rights and other consider- 
ations, that the term marriage should not be 
applied in law. And this bill simply says that 
no State has to recognize any other State’s 
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law to that regard. So it’s consistent with the 
position I took back in ’92, and therefore, 
I will sign it. 

I will say again as I have repeatedly said, 
this should not be cause for any sort of dis- 
crimination or gay bashing, and I regret that 
the Senate failed by one vote to ooo the 
antidiscrimination bill with regard to employ- 
ment discrimination, which I think is a very 

‘ood bill. And we’re so close, and I feel com- 
ortable we'll be able to get it sometime in 
the near future. 

Thank you. 


Iraq 

Q. [Inaudible|—Saddam Hussein—[in- 
audible |_—_ 

The President. Well, we don’t have any 
independent confirmation of their allegation 
about firing the missiles. And again I will say 
I will take the position that I have taken from 
the day I took this office: We will evaluate 
them based on what they do, not what they 
say. 

"Thank you. 


NotE: The President spoke at 4:14 p.m. at Kansas 
City International Airport. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Prime Minister John Major of the United 
Kingdom, President Jacques Chirac of France, 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia, and President 
Jiang Zemin of China. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks in St. Louis, Missouri 
September 10, 1996 


The President. Thank you. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you very much. La- 
dies and gentlemen, it is wonderful to be 
here. Thank you for this vast sea of people. 
Thank you all these wonderful signs: 
“Students for Clinton,” “Teachers for Clin- 
ton,” “Cardinals and Clinton,” “Seniors for 
Clinton.” There’s one that says, “I'm from 
Haynes, Arkansas.” “I’m from Hope, Arkan- 
sas.” Good for you. My favorite one is that 
one back there that said, “I'd vote for anyone 
smart enough to marry Hillary.” Thank you 
very much. 

Ladies and gentlemen, first of all, I want 
to thank all these people who are here with 
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me. I want to thank my friend Al Green for 
singing the national anthem. Wasn’t he 
great? I want to thank those who preceded 
us on the program: your comptroller, Dar- 
lene Green; your president of the board of 
aldermen, Francis Slay; Representative Skel- 
ton, our Democratic chair; the county pros- 
ecutor, Bob McCulloch; Dr. Hammonds, the 
superintendent; all the principals who are 
here; the people from the school board; the 
State treasurer, Bob Holden; the secretary 
of state, Becky Cook; Joe Carmichael, our 
State Democratic chair. Senator Banks, 
thank you for being here. 

Thank you, Gateway Elementary and Mid- 
dle Schools, for welcoming us here. I love 
this place. I also want to introduce just one 
person I brought with me, my deputy cam- 
paign manager, the former Congressman 
from Missouri and former nominee to the 
United States Senate, Alan Wheat is here 
with me today, a great American. I thank 
him. 

I want to thank your mayor for his aggres- 
sive leadership in education and housing and 
fighting crime, in proving that this city can 
be given back to its people and that, just as 
the motto of this school says, if you empower 
people and give them a chance to make the 
most of their own lives, they will do it. That’s 
his philosophy, and that’s what we’re doing 
together. 

I want to thank Governor Mel Carnahan 
for being one of the most enlightened and 
progressive Governors in the entire United 
States, for a person who believes that welfare 
reform means putting people to work, not 
putting them on the street, and giving our 
children and our families a better chance at 
a better future. 

I want to say a thank you to Joan Kelly 
Horn for being willing to put herself on the 
line and run for the Congress again against 
the well-financed members of the other 
party, knowing that they are wrong and she 
is right. And you need to prove her right on 
election day. 

I want to thank Congressman Dick Gep- 
hardt for being a great majority leader, a cou- 
rageous minority leader, a man who is the 
best prepared person in the country to be 
the next Speaker of the House of Represent- 
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atives, and I hope you will help him to do 
that. 

And when I heard your own Congressman, 
Bill Clay, up here talking, what I want you 
to know is that when he’s in a room alone 
with me in Washington he sounds just like 
he does when he’s up here talking to you 
over a microphone. [Laughter] He’s the same 
person every place and every time, and he 
loves, he loves the children of this district 
and of this country. He believes in education. 
And if you make Dick Gephardt the Speaker, 
you will make him the chairman of the House 
Education Committee, and that will be a 
good thing for America. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m honored to be 
back in St. Louis. We had one of the most 
memorable rallies ever here in 1992. I know 
we're a little late today, and I want to tell 
you the main reason we are, and I hope you'll 
understand and be glad. I had to take a little 
time in Kansas City to make a statement 
about a very momentous event that occurred 
today in New York City. 

The United Nations has begun to meet 
again, and today, by an overwhelming vote, 
with only three nations in the entire world 
dissenting, the nations of the world voted to 
end nuclear testing once and for all in the 
entire world. 

I came into office determined to lift the 
cloud of nuclear threats from our children 
and our future. We got the countries of the 
world to agree not to sell or develop nuclear 
weapons and give them to other people. We 
ended a nuclear program in North Korea. 
We finally succeeded in removing most of 
the nuclear weapons from any place within 
the old Soviet Union. There are no nuclear 
missiles pointed at the children of the United 
States tonight for the first time since the 
dawn of the nuclear age. 

And now, if we can see this all the way 
through, with the vote of these nations today 
it means that we will be able to take another 
giant step toward ensuring the safety of our 
planet and our children and the children of 
the world if we can ban forever nuclear test- 
ing, a dream first born by President Eisen- 
hower and President Kennedy so long ago. 
It’s a great day for America and a great day 
for the world. 
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Just a few days ago, after the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago, we started a trip on 
the bus, Hillary and I and Al and Tipper 
Gore, in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. We had 
a huge crowd there on a hot day, once again 
demonstrating that our country is on the 
right track to the 21st century. Do you be- 
lieve that? [Applause] We are. 

We have—compared to 4 years ago, we've 
got the lowest unemployment rate in 7/2 
years, 10% million new jobs, wages going up 
a for the first time in a decade, 4 years 
of record—record starts of new small busi- 
nesses, record numbers of women and mi- 
norities owning businesses in this country. 
We have a 15-year high in homeownership. 
I am proud of these things. We’re moving 
in the right direction. 

Fifteen million hard-working American 
families got a tax cut so they would always 
want to stay off welfare and keep working; 
12 million families got to take a little time 
off from work without losing their jobs for 
the birth of a baby or the illness of a parent; 
40 million Americans got their pensions pro- 
tected; 10 million Americans on October Ist 
are going to get an increase in their minimum 
wage. Every small-business person in the 
country will be eligible for a tax cut if they 
put more money into their business to im- 
prove their productivity so they can hire 
more people or give their employees a raise. 
This country is moving in the right direction. 
I’m telling you, we are moving in the right 
direction, and we don’t need to turn back 
now. 

Here in St. Louis I was talking to the 
mayor about something called the 
brownfields initiative. That doesn’t mean 
anything to most of you, but it will before 
long. A brownfield is a place where there 
used to be jobs in a city where there’s now 
nothing but pollution. And what we aim to 
do is to clean up those brownfields so we 
can get rid of the pollution aad bring back 
the jobs. And we're going to do it all over 
America, and we're going to do it right here 
in St. Louis. 

We cleaned up more toxic waste sites in 
the last 3 years than were cleaned up in the 
previous 12 years. We brought the deficit 
down in each of the 4 years I’ve been Presi- 
dent for the first time since before the Civil 
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War, to take the debt off our childrea and 
keep the interest rates down on their parents. 
There are 1.8 million fewer people on wel- 
fare, and child support collections are up 40 
percent. This country is moving in the right 
direction. 

I came into this job that you gave me— 
and Missouri sure played a big role in giving 
me this job for 4 years, and I thank you— 
with a simple vision for these little children 
here. I wanted us to go into the next century 
with the American dream alive and well and 
real for every person who is willing to work 
for it. 

I wanted us to be one strong community 
coming together, not drifting apart; made 
stronger by our differences, not made weaker 
by them. I wanted us to continue to lead the 
world for peace and freedom and prosperity, 
and we are on the right track. 

And let me say that I have tried to practice 
the politics of what to do instead of who’s 
to blame. I don’t care much about who’s to 
blame, but in elections you do have to make 
choices, and it’s important to know what de- 
cisions are being made. And when you think 
about Bill Clay and Dick Gephardt or Joan 
Kelly Horn, when you think about the races 
for Congress and the race for President, 
there are some things that are important to 
know. 

In 1993 and 1994, we said yes to reducing 
the deficit in a way that was fair to all Ameri- 
cans and continued to increase our invest- 
ment in education, in protecting the environ- 
ment, in protecting Medicare and Medicaid. 
And the folks on the other side, they said 
no. 

We said yes to a crime bill that put 100,000 
police on the street and banned assault weap- 
ons; and they said no. We said yes to a less 
expensive student loan program that gave 
young people the option to repay it as a per- 
centage of their income. And all of them said 
no. 

We said yes to the AmeriCorps program 
that gives people a chance to solve problems 
in their communities and earn money for col- 
lege, and the leaders of their party said no. 
We said yes to the family leave law, and the 
leaders of their party said no. We said yes 
to a tax cut for the 15 million Americans with 
children in their homes that are working the 
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hardest for the most modest wages, and they 
all said no. 

We said yes to the minimum wage in- 
crease, and most of them said no. We said 
yes to more funds for Head Start, for smaller 
classes, for safe and drug-free schools, and 
they said no. 

And then, when they had their turn, they 
said we'll balance the budget by giving peo- 
ple like the President who didn’t need it a 
tax cut and cutting Medicare, destroying 
Medicaid’s guarantee of 30 years to poor chil- 
dren and pregnant women and middle class 
families with members with disabilities and 
the elderly in nursing homes, by cutting back 
on education when we need to be investing 
more, by weakening our environmental pro- 
tection when we need to be doing more. 
That’s what they said yes to. And then we 
had our chance, and we said no. We said 
no. 

And that’s really what this election is all 
about. It’s a clear, unambiguous choice about 
building a bridge to the future or going back 
to a past that didn’t work the first time. That 
is the choice. It’s a choice between building 
a bridge that’s wide and strong enough for 
all of us to walk across arm in arm or trying 
to recover a past that is not recoverable. 

My fellow Americans, that’s what this elec- 
tion is about. I want to build a bridge to the 
future that keeps our economy growing 
strong so that every single person who is will- 
ing to work has a chance to work and to be 
a part of the American dream. Will you help 
me build that bridge? [Applause] 

Now, that means we do have to balance 
the budget. Every time I say this in Washing- 
ton all the experts say, “Now, Mr. President, 
don’t go into a city where most of the voters 
are Democrats anyway and talk about bal- 
ancing the budget because it bores people. 
People don’t care about it unless the econo- 
my’s in bad shape, and then they think it 
will fix it.” 

Let me tell you why you ought to care 
about it. Our Republican friends said some- 
thing last year I agree with. They said if we 
had no plan to balance the budget, interest 
rates would be 2 percent higher, so the Gov- 
ernment would be borrowing money, the 
same money you're trying to borrow. You 
know what that means? You figure it out 
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when you go home tonight. What would 2 
percent mean on your home mortgage, your 
car payment, your credit card payments? It’s 
a lot of money. What would 2 percent mean 
to all these business people? You want to bor- 
row money in St. Louis and start new busi- 
nesses or extend their businesses so they can 
hire more people. That's a lot of money. It 
would be bad for the economy. 

So we say, yes, let’s balance the budget, 
but let’s do it without gutting Medicare, 
Medicaid, education, and the environment. 
Yes, let’s have a tax cut, but let’s have a tax 
cut to people who need it, to help them raise 
their children and educate their children and 
save for a home and save for a college edu- 
cation and save for health care. And let’s pay 
for that tax cut. 

Let’s don’t go back. Let’s don’t go back 
and adopt an unwise tax program that sounds 
so great. “Oh, I'll give you more money,” 
they say. What they don’t say is, “I'll give 
you more money and then we'll have to cut 
Medicare, Medicaid, education, the environ- 
ment even more than we tried to cut it be- 
fore, and the deficit will go up so you'll have 
higher interest rates.” I say let’s build that 
bridge to the future. We don’t want to go 
back to that past. We tried it the first time 
and we didn’t like it. Let’s keep going. Will 
you help me build that bridge to the future? 
[Applause | 

Ten million American children, 10 million 
of them are still living within 4 miles of a 
toxic waste dump. If you will stick with us 
we'll clean up two-thirds of those, the worst 
ones in the next 4 years, so that all of our 
children will be growing up next to parks, 
not poison. Will you help me build that 
bridge to the future? [Applause] 

We want to finish the job of putting 
100,000 police on the street. We've got the 
law on the books, but they've tried twice to 
oe it. I don’t know why. The crime rate 
is down dramatically. The murder rate in St. 
Louis has dropped dramatically. It is not 
complicated. We've got police on the street 
working with the friends and neighbors of 
people who care about their neighborhoods 
and their children. We can bring the crime 
rate down. We've got it down for 4 years in 
a row. If we bring it down for 4 more years 
in a row, we may finally get to where we 
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like living in this country and we feel secure 
in all of our neighborhoods, in all of our 
cities. Will you help me build that kind of 
bridge to America’s Fature? [Applause } 

My opponent said just the other day that 
he still thought Mr. Clay and Mr. Gephardt 
and I were wrong in passing the family and 
medical leave law, said it was antibusiness. 
All the bill says is, if you work in a business 
with 50 or more employees and your spouse 
is about to have a baby or you are or your 
mama or your daddy’s real sick or your baby’s 
real sick, you can take just a little time off 
from work without losing their job. Now, you 
tell me, is that antibusiness? 

Audience members. No-o-o! 

The President. If it’s antibusiness, how 
did this economy produce 10% million new 
jobs? That's more jobs, more job growth, 


faster rate than any Republican administra- 
tion in 70 years. It’s not antibusiness. It’s 
good for America when people can raise their 
families and be good to their kids and suc- 
ceed at work. Will you help me build that 


kind of bridge to the 21st century? [Ap- 
plause) 

Most important of all, I look at this beau- 
tiful, beautiful educational complex, and I 
look at the even more beautiful children out 
here. I know and you know that the only way 
that the world we're living in and certainly 
in the world we’re moving te that we can 
protect all of our children and give them a 
chance to live up to their God-given abilities 
is to have education that is world-class quality 
for every child in America. Will you help me 
build that bridge to the 21st century? [Ap- 
plause} 

I was told that this is the first new school 
construction in St. Louis in 25 years. We've 
got the largest number of young people in 
school today in American history. I was in 
a school the other day in Tampa, Florida, 
a beautiful old school, where there were five 
or six trailers outside, prefab buildings that 
had to be brought in just to house the stu- 
dents. 

One of the things I want to do is to have 
the National Government help those cities 
and those school districts that are willing to 
make an extra effort at school construction 
to rehabilitate old buildings or build new 


ones so that we can help them bring the in- 
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terest rates down and lower the cost of school 
construction if they will make the extra effort. 
Will you help me do that? [Applause] 

Let me tell you something else I think we 
ought to do. Forty percent of the 8-year-olds 
in this country—40 percent of the 8-year- 
olds in this country are still not able to read 
a book on their own. 

Audience member. Not in Gateway! 

The President. But we know—we know— 
you said not in Gateway—that’s the idea. 
What I want them to say is, “Not anywhere. 
Not in Gateway, not anywhere.” We know 
if our young people can’t read, they can’t 
learn other more complex subjects. They 
won't be able to write, use the language, 
learn another language, master computers. 
We know this is important. 

I want to mobilize an army of reading tu- 
tors, starting with the AmeriCorps volun- 
teers, the young people on work study, spe- 
cially trained teachers and volunteers so that 
we can go into the schools of this country 
and help the teachers and help the parents 
and say by the year 2000 every 8-year-old 
boy and girl in America will be able to pick 
up a book and look at it and say, “I can read 
it by myself.” Will you help me build that 
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause] 

Let me say one other thing. We have got 
the chance now for the first time in the his- 
tory of our country to give every child, no 
matter where that child lives, no matter how 
poor their neighborhoods, the same access 
to the same information in the same way at 
the same time as the children of the wealthi- 
est school districts in America, because of 
technology. It requires computers in every 
classroom. It requires trained teachers on 
those computers. And it requires us in the 
next 4 years to hook up every one of those 
classrooms in every school in America to the 
information superhighway, to the Internet, 
the World Wide Web. Once we do it, edu- 
cation will truly be democratic and open to 
all Americans. Will you help us build that 
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause] 

And finally, let me say, we have got to put 
a college education within reach of every sin- 
gle American who wants to go and is willing 
to work. The scholarships, the AmeriCorps 
program, the improved student loan pro- 
gram, all this has helped. But we want to 
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do more. I want us in the next 4 years to 
make at least 2 years of community college 
education as universal for every American of 
any age who wants to do it as a high school 
education is today. Will you help us do that? 
[Applause] 

I want to do it in the following way. I want 
us to say to everybody, we will give you a 
tax credit, a refundable tax credit for up to 
$1,500 a year. That will cover the typical 
community college tuition in any state at any 
community college. Nearly every American 
lives within driving distance of community 
college, and every American needs at least 
that much education. That’s the right kind 
of tax cut for America, to send the American 
people to school. I want to give the American 
families a tax deduction for the cost of any 
tuition after high school, undergraduate, 
postgraduate, you name it, at any age, up to 
$10,000 a year. Will you help me do that? 
[Applause] 

That’s the kind of bridge I want to build 
to the 21st century. I = aed that we owe 
it to the children and to their parents to build 
a country in which people can succeed at 
home, raising their kids, and at work; where 
everyone who wants to get another education 
or more education has the chance to do it; 
where we say you do not have to wreck the 
fabric of America’s community to balance the 
budget. If you do it in the right way, it will 
make America a stronger community. That 
is the kind of America I want to build. 

And let me tell you, folks—this election, 
you just heard, is 56 days from today, 8 weeks 
from today. In the next 8 weeks you think 
about how many people you're going to speak 
with. Think about all your friends and family 
members, everybody you might talk to on the 
telephone living inside or beyond the borders 
of the State of Missouri. And I want to just 
ask you to remember this: This is a wonderful 
rally. You’ve made me very happy today. But 
I want you to remember what I said. These 
are big choices, and the choices you make 
in the races for Congress and the choice you 
make in the Presidential race is a choice that 
has more to do with you than us. It has more 
to do with these children. They have all their 
tomorrows in front of them. And we owe it 
to them to make sure that our best days are 
still ahead. We owe it to them to make sure 
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that the future is brighter than any of our 
glorious past. 

And we can do it. We have it within our 
means if we have the vision and the will and 
if we make up our mind, each and every one 
of us, to be good citizens. 

Yes, we have done a lot in the last 4 years, 
but the last 4 years is just an indication of 
what we can do in the next 4 and the years 
beyond if we will build that bridge together. 
Would you help me do that? [Applause] 

Thank you. God bless you. Let’s go get 
it. 


Nore: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. at Samuel 
Shephard Gateway Educational Park. In his re- 
marks, he referred to entertainer Al Green; Dar- 
lene Green, St. Louis city comptroller; Francis GC. 
Slay, president, St. Louis board of aldermen; Rob- 
ert P. McCulloch, St. Louis County prosecutor; 
Cleveland Hammonds, superintendent, St. Louis 
Public Schools; Joseph Carmichael, State Demo- 
cratic chair; State Senator B.J. (Jet) Banks; and 
Mayor Freeman R. Bosley, Jr., of St. Louis. 


Statement on the Medicare 
Demonstration of Military Managed 
Care 


September 10, 1996 


Today I am pleased to announce, on behalf 
of more than one million Medicare-eligible 
military retirees, a new demonstration that 
will expand health care options for our Na- 
tion’s military retirees. 

This initiative moves forward an idea— 
Medicare subvention, or Medicare reim- 
bursement of Department of Defense health 
facilities—that the military retiree commu- 
nity has sought for many years. This adminis- 
tration first embraced the concept of Medi- 
care subvention 3 years ago under health re- 
form. More recently, the administration 
moved the concept forward in a legislative 
— for the Department of Veterans Af- 


airs. 


The demonstration I am announcing 
today, the “Medicare Demonstration of Mili- 
tary Managed Care,” is a partnership be- 
tween the Departments of Health and 
Human Services and Defense that can gen- 
erate multiple benefits: expanded health care 


options and improved access to military treat- 
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ment facilities for Medicare-eligible military 
retirees; a better way for the Department of 
Defense to care for retired beneficiaries and 
support medical readiness; and savings for 
the Medicare Trust Fund by providing health 
care to Medicare-eligible military retirees at 
a lower cost in the DoD health care system. 

Under this demonstration project, Medi- 
care-eligible military retirees in five commu- 
nities could enroll in Defense’s new 
TRICARE Prime managed care system, and 
Medicare would reimburse DoD for these 
enrollees at a rate below what is traditionally 
paid to Medicare managed care plans. To 
protect the Medicare Trust Funds, Defense 
would receive Medicare payments only after 
meeting its current level of funding effort. 
The demonstration will test whether Medi- 
care subvention is a cost-effective alternative 
for delivering accessible and quality care to 
dual-eligible beneficiaries. 

We will submit legislation reflecting this 
agreement shortly. I am pleased that there 
is strong bipartisan support for this dem- 
onstration, and I look forward to working 
with Congress in quickly enacting enabling 
legislation this year. 

We owe a great debt to those who have 
risked their lives defending our Nation. This 
agreement is an important step toward repay- 


ing that debt. 


Statement on Signing the District of 
Columbia Appropriations Act, 1997 
September 10, 1996 


I have signed into law, H.R. 3845, the 
“District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
1997.” This Act provides $719 million in 
Federal appropriations for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The total amount of Federal funds appro- 
priated to the District for FY 1997 includes 
$660 million for the Federal payment to the 
District of Columbia, $52 million for the 
Federal contribution to retirement funds, 
$5.7 million for Presidential Inaugural ex- 
penses, and $1 million to help address the 
District’s drinking water problem. 

I am disappointed that the Congress has 
excluded the $52 million increase in the Fed- 
eral contribution to the pension payment 
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proposed in my FY 1997 Budget. The $52 
million requested increase was intended to 
begin to address the District’s $5 billion un- 
funded pension liability. I am committed to 
working with the Congress to develop a solu- 
tion to address the District’s single largest 
financial obligation. 

The Act sets the total operating expense 
spending level for the District of Columbia 
at the requested level of $5.1 billion, $119 
million above FY 1996. 

The abortion language in the Act is the 
same as current law, which prohibits the use 
of both Federal and District funds to pay for 
abortions except in those cases where the life 
of the mother is in danger or in cases of rape 
or incest. I continue to view this prohibition 
as an unwarranted intrusion into the affairs 
of the District. 

The Act includes a provision that applies 
civil rights standards provided for in Execu- 
tive Order 11246 to Federal construction 
contracts funded under the District of Co- 
lumbia School Reform Act of 1995. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
September 10, 1996. 


NOTE: H.R. 3845, approved September 9, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 104-194. 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Dinner in St. Louis 


September 10, 1996 


Thank you so very much. Thank you, Jeff, 
for that wonderful statement and for the way 
that you have handled this terribly difficult 
and painful situation and for the way that 
you have led your very great company. 

Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for giving me a 
great time in St. Louis, for getting those 
18,000 people there today at that absolutely 
wonderful educational complex that I think 
would be the envy of any community in the 
entire Nation. St. Louis can be very, very 
proud of that. It was extremely beautiful and, 
obviously, extremely effective. [Applause] 
Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Gephardt. I want to say 
a little more about him later. Thank you, 
Governor, for your friendship. We were sit- 
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ting at the table tonight reminiscing about 
how Mel Carnahan, when he was trying to 
become Governor of Missouri in 1992, and 
should have been paying attention to his own 
business and the primary, endorsed me for 
President at a time when only my mother 
thought I could win. [Laughter] I was wor- 
ried about his political health. But he seems 
to have weathered that burden quite nicely, 
and I thank him for it. 

Mel and Jean and their children have been 
a real credit to the people of Missouri. And 
we were over in Kansas City earlier today 
with Mayor Cleaver and with Alan Wheat, 
who used to represent them in Congress but 
is now my deputy campaign manager, and 
Congresswoman McCarthy, and we had a 
wonderful meeting there at a welfare reform 
center which I think will prove to be the 
model for the entire country as we come to 
grips with our new responsibilities to move 

le from welfare to work and not leave 
people behind. And on that account alone, 
I think he has earned the confidence and the 
support of the people of Missouri for a sec- 
ond term. And I thank you for everything 
you've done. 

I'd like to thank Joan Kelly Horn for being 
here and for presenting herself as a candidate 
for Congress again. And I hope she’s success- 
ful. Thank you, Joan. I thank Becky Cook 
and Bob Holden for being here and for being 
with me all day today. And I'd like to thank 
a man who’s here who I believe is responsible 
for the first speech I ever gave in the State 
of Missouri as a public official about 10 years 
ago, Senator Tom Eagleton, who's here. 
Thank you, Tom, for being here. Thank you 
very much. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I appreciate what 
all the previous speakers have said, and I very 
much appreciate your support here at this 
fundraiser for the Democratic Party and for 
what we are trying to do in the next 8 weeks. 

I'd like to go back to something that Mr. 
Gephardt said. It is true that, I think prob- 
ably more than any other single action, his 
courageous leadership as the majority leader 
for the economic program that we put 
through the House and the Senate in 1993 
by only one vote in each House made him 
the minority leader of the House. 
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We also passed the crime bill that was in- 
tensely controversial because it came on the 
heels of passing the Brady bill, and it con- 
tained a ban on 19 kinds of assault weapons. 
And a lot of our rural members were de- 
feated by people telling them that—tellin 
their voters they had gone to Congress an 
voted to take their weapons away. The truth 
was something far different. In fact, that bill 
contained the first legislative protection ever 
for 650 different kinds of hunting and sport- 
ing weapons, but it did ban assault weapons. 
And in the moment of ’94, for those and for 
other reasons, the Democrats became the 
minority in the Congress. And we are at- 
tempting not only to win a Presidential elec- 
tion but to change that. 

I would just like to point out something. 
When you make a judgment about that, 
sometimes people say, “Oh, well, maybe we 
should have a divided Government,” and we 
did get a few things done here at the end 
of this last session; we certainly did. I'll say 
more about that in a minute. But you think 
about where this country would be if those 
Members of Congress who gave up their 
seats had not voted on those two bills that 
cost them their seats. 

In 1993 when we voted to bring the deficit 
down, it was projected to go over $300 bil- 
lion. The latest projections are that it will 
be $117 billion. That economic plan brought 
the deficit down 4 years in a row for the first 
time in a President’s administration since the 
1840's; that’s how long it had been since that 


— 
The crime bill, putting 100,000 police on 
the street, banning assault weapons, stiffen- 
ing penalties, giving communities things for 
the young people to say yes to, to keep them 
out of trouble in the first place, played a 
major role in the fact that we have also had 
4 years of declining crime rates in America, 
including big drops in the murder rates in 
many major American cities, including St. 
Louis. 
And so I would say to you that if the pur- 
of politics is—in the 21st century will 
, as I believe it—is to create the conditions 
and to give people the tools to make the most 
of their own lives—because governments 
can’t deliver guarantees anymore in a global 
society—then those two bills showed that the 
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leadership of Dick Gephardt and those who 
followed him and our friends in the Senate 
did an enormous amount to create the condi- 
tions and to give people the tools to improve 
their own lives in the State of Missouri, in 
St. Louis, in the neighborhoods of this com- 
munity. And I just think that that ought to 
be taken into account in 1996 because there 
was bitter, bitter partisan opposition to both 
of those things. 

The leaders who now want to stay in the 
majority and capture the White House claim 
that our economic plan would lead to a reces- 
sion. They claimed it would increase the defi- 
cit. They claimed the crime biil would be 
ineffective. They told people they were going 
to take their weapons away from them. 

Well, 4 years later, we've got 104 million 
jobs; we have seen an enormous recovery be- 
cause of lower interest rates; we've got 4 
years of declining crime rates. Dick Gep- 
hardt was right, and they were wrong. And 
I think that ought to be part of everybody's 
calculation when they go to the polls and vote 
8 weeks from today. 

Now, let me say in a more positive sense, 
we did those things hoping that we wouldn’t 
be punished for them politically, but basically 
because we thought we were in a tight—we 
had a terrible crime problem, we had a ter- 
rible economic problem; we had to do some- 
thing about it. 

I'd like to talk tonight a little bit about 
the economy and about the economic strat- 
egy we have followed and the one we pro- 
pose to follow. It is true that Dick and Tom 
Foley, who was then the Speaker, George 
Mitchell who was then the Democratic ma- 
jority leader in the Senate, came to me and 
said, “This deficit has just been revised up- 
ward again, and unless we do something 
about it, we’re never going to be able to grow 
the economy.” It was absolutely clear. 

So I went to Washington with a simple, 
straightforward economic strategy, as I said, 
to create the conditions and give people the 
tools to succeed in the global economy that 
we have today and the one we're certainly 
going to have in the 21st century. I wanted 
to, first of all, get the deficit down to decrease 
interest rates and increase investment in the 
private sector. 
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Secondly, I wanted to increase investment 
in education and technology and research in 
the areas that would grow the economy, 
which meant that if we're going to do that 
while reducing the size of the Government, 
we had to rather dramatically reform the way 
the Federal Government works and the way 
it delivered services. 

The third thing I wanted to do was to ex- 
pand the ability of the United States to sell 
our products and services around the world 
on terms that were not just free in the tradi- 
tional sense but also fair in the global trading 
system. And that’s what Governor Carnahan, 
among other things, was referring to when 
he talked about the airline route, which is 
one of the areas where we are consistently 
shut out because American airline companies 
are by far the most productive and efficient 
in the world and the airline routes are one 
of the few areas that are still protected and 
not covered by a lot of our trade agreements. 
So it’s a continuing battle for us to open those 
routes. 

But if you look at where we are now, bring- 
ing the deficit down has paid big dividends. 
But the investments are also paying divi- 
dends, and they make an enormous dif- 
ference. When we invest more money in edu- 
cation, from Head Start to smaller classes to 
experimental schools like these charter 
schools which teachers can form within pub- 
lic school systems to meet the special needs 
of special groups of people, when we make 
college loans more available at lower costs, 
these investments are well-made. When we 
refined our space mission, these investments 
are laud When we invested in tech- 
nology to help companies that were reducing 
their defense expenditures diversify into non- 
defense areas, this is very, very important. 

Let me just give you a couple of examples 
of what our investment has produced. A lot 
of you, I’m sure, watched the Democratic 
Convention when Christopher Reeve made 
his very emotional speech about investment 
in medical research. And you know, just in 
the last few weeks that kind of investment 
has produced for the first time ever lower 
leg movement in laboratory animals, that had 
been paralyzed, through nerve transplants. 

In the last 4 years because of our invest- 
ment in medical research and because of our 
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reforms of the drug approval process at the 
FDA, we have more ao doubled the life 
expectancy of people with HIV and AIDS, 
in only 4 years—way more than doubled. 

We are about to build a supercomputer 
in partnership with IBM that will in one sec- 
ond do more calculations than you can go 
home and do on a hand-held calculator in 
30,000 years. Our space program is about to 
have two cael missions to Mars at the 
end of this year, coincidentally, right after 
we had this stunning apparent discovery of 
a microorganism coming from the planet of 
Mars millions of years ago. It’s ironic that 
the second of these unmanned space mis- 
sions will land on Mars on July 4, 1997, Inde- 
pendence Day. That was not planned in co- 
ordination with the producers of the movie, 
but it may give them a sequel after all. 
[Laughter] 

But these things matter. There are some 
areas where public investment is important 
to the health of the private sector. We re- 
duced the size of the Government. Our 
friends in the Republican Party often attack 
Government, but I found they hadn’t done 
much reforming in the last several years. So 
we did. 

The Government is now smaller by about 
250,000 than it was the day I took office. 
It will be down by about 270,000 by the end 
of this year. The last time it was this size 
was when John Kennedy was President. As 
a percentage of our workforce, your Federal 
Government is now the same size it was in 
1933 when Franklin Roosevelt took the oath 
of office before the New Deal. We are 
spending less on—in other words—transfer 
and mechanisms and bureaucracies and 
more on investing in the American people 
and their future. And it’s good policy. 

We've negotiated 200 and something trade 
agreements, 21 with Japan. And the areas 
where we've negotiated trade agreements 
with Japan, our exports are up 85 percent. 
The United States auto industry, a big deal 
in the State of Missouri, is now number one 
in the world again for the first time since 
the 1970's. And we can be very proud of that. 
That’s what our people did. 

But I also believe an important part of the 
right kind of economic strategy for the 21st 
century is recognizing that more and more 
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businesses will have to be constantly chang- 
ing—more and more entrepreneurial. And 
we have to find ways for people to com 
their lives so that they can work hard, keep 
up with the changes, and raise their kids. 

And we have to emphasize small business 
more. I’m very proud of the fact that our 
Small Business Administration—we cut the 
budget and doubled the loan volume. I’m 
proud of the fact that we increased by 250 
percent the tax cuts small businesses can get 
when they invest more money in their busi- 
ness. These things will make a difference, 
and all of this is contributing. We now have 
had 4 years in a row where we've had more 
new businesses started in America than ever 
before, each year breaking the successive 
record—the previous record. 

So this economic strategy is working. And 
the Democrats didn’t try to create our jobs 
in the Government; 93 percent of the 10% 
million new jobs we have were created in 
the private sector. This is a partnership strat- 
egy. And I say this because one of the reasons 
that we want to win this election is to keep 
going on the right track and to build on this. 

We have to continue to balance the budget 
as Dick Gephardt says. But it’s very impor- 
tant that we balance the budget consistent 
with our values and our interests. If we bal- 
ance the budget by cutting our educational 
investments or cutting back on our invest- 
ments on technology and research or cutting 
back on our commitment to cleaning up the 
environment while we grow the economy, we 
would pay a terrible price for that. 

One of the ways that the St. Louis econ- 
omy will grow faster, and the economy of 
every city in this country, is if we invest more 
money in environmental cleanup. Our 
brownfields initiative, so-called—a lot of peo- 
ple don’t know what a brownfield is: a 

rownfield is a place in a city that used to 
have jobs and now has pollution. That’s what 
a brownfield is. And what we want to do is 
get rid of the pollution so the jobs can come 
back. 

All the major economic analyses are that 
it'll become economically advantageous for 
people to reinvest in cities again for new jobs 
in the future if we can take away the environ- 
mental problem. So, yes, balance the budget, 
but be careful how we do it. Do it in a way 
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that brings us together, doesn’t drive us 
apart. 

In the last day or two we've had another 
debate between Senator Dole and myself 
over this question of family and medical 
leave. He says, and I think he honestly be- 
lieves, because he led the fight against it re- 
an that it was an antibusiness initiative 

use it was a Government requirement 
on companies of 50 or more employees that 
you couldn’t fire somebody if they had to take 
a little time off when a baby was born to 
them or their spouse, or when there was a 
sick parent or when there was some other 
medical emergency in the family. 

But we now have 3 years of the family and 
medical leave law, almost 4. Twelve million 

ple have taken advantage of it, and I be- 
lieve we are stronger, not a weaker economy 
because of it. Surely, one of the objectives 
of the American enterprise system ought to 
be for people to succeed at work and at 
home. Surely, all of us ought to want to cre- 
ate an environment in which we have pro- 
ductive workers who are also effective par- 
ents. Surely, that has got to be—this 104% 
million jobs that the American economy has 
produced in the last 342 years represents one 
of the most rapid periods of job growth in 
the last 100 years—one of the very best peri- 
ods. So it couldn’t have been too damaging 
to the American economy to say to people, 
“You know, you can take care of your family 
and still work and do well.” 

So as we look ahead, I would like to ask 
you just to think about these things. What 
do you believe the role of your Government 
should be? I believe we should be in the busi- 
ness of creating opportunity, rewarding and 
even demanding responsibility when we can 
do that, and building a stronger sense of com- 
munity so we go forward together, and hav- 
ing the right kind of economic growth strat- 
egy is critical to that. 

Yes, we need to balance the budget, but 
we've got to do it in the right way. Can we 
afford a tax cut? Yes, but we ought to only 
have the tax cut we can afford, even if it 
means that most of us in this room don’t get 
it or don’t get all of it. We ought to only 
have what we can afford. I believe it would 
be good for the economy over the long run 
to give people some help with their 
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childrearing expenses and with education ex- 
penses, to let many more people, people with 
incomes up to $100,000 in family income 
take out an IRA and then withdraw without 
penalty for education costs or medical emer- 
gencies or buying a first home. I don’t believe 
people should pay capital gains when they 
sell their homes. I think we ought to foster 
homebuilding by families and home owner- 
ship by families, and a lot of people are lucky 
enough to have appreciation in their homes, 
but that’s the only investment they've got that 
amounts to anything for a lot of. ople. So 
I think we can have that, but we should only 
have a tax cut we can afford, consistent with 
our other interests. 

And we need to continue to pursue aggres- 
sively, as the late Ron Brown did at the Com- 
merce Department, as Mickey Kantor did as 
our Trade Ambassador, now he is doing it 
as Commerce Secretary, a strategy that says 
you have got to give America a fair deal in 
the global economy. You have got to do it. 
We're entitled to do it. And we can’t win 
all of these fights, Jeff, but we're fighting 
them hard, as you know. And I think it’s fair 
to say that our administration has had the 
most aggressive, comprehensive strategy of 
any recent administration of either party in 
trying to break down the barriers to selling 
America’s goods and services around the 
world, and I think it’s important. So I ask 
you to think about that. 

The other thing I would like to say is that 
the greatest market for America that’s un- 
tapped is the market of Americans who 
haven't fulfilled their own economic poten- 
tial. That’s why if we want to speed the 
growth rate of the American economy, we 
have to continue to save and invest and im- 
prove productivity, but we have to have more 
customers. To have more customers in 
America, we've got to have more people that 
can make a living and can be our customers. 
That’s why I want to triple the number of 
our empowerment zones. I want to dramati- 
cally increase the number of these commu- 
nity development banks that are in the busi- 
ness of loaning money to people to set up 
small businesses in communities that the 
economy and its recovery have passed by. 

That’s why I want to give special tax credits 
to people who will move people from welfare 
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to work and invest in communities that have 
been overlooked. The biggest untapped mar- 
ket for America are all of the Americans who 
aren't fulfilling their economic potential. And 
if they have jobs and incomes, they will be 
our biggest consumers. They will pay taxes. 
They wil help us to balance the budget. They 
will be happier. The crime rate will go down, 
and we will be better off. 

So I believe it is imperative—when we 
look at this welfare reform bill that I signed, 
I believe in what I did. But let me tell you 
what I told them in Kansas City today. I’ve 
worked on welfare reform for 16 years. What 
this new bill says is, we will continue to guar- 
antee to the poor health care, child care, and 
nutrition, but the income check now goes to 
the States and every State has to work with 
the community to figure out a way to move 
able-bodied people from welfare to work. 

If we do it wrong, the present system will 
be better for the poor than the new system. 
But the problem is, the old system would 
never let people be liberated. If we do it 
right, we can liberate people who have been 
isolated and downtrodden and ignored and 
turned away from, and we could ease our 
conscience by saying, “Well, at least they're 
getting a welfare check.” 

And what I saw in Kansas City today is 
what I want to see everywhere. States can 
take the welfare check and give it to employ- 
ers and say: Take this as an income supple- 
ment, train these people; we'll help you pay 
for them; keep it for 3 or 4 years. But every 
single person in the United States that ever 
said a bad word about the welfare system 
now has a personal responsibility to look at 
what he or she can do to hire people off wel- 
fare and put them to work and give them 
a chance to get a better life. 

The last thing I want to say is, I hope you 
will help me achieve our educational objec- 
tives. That’s a big part of building the right 
bridge to the 21st century. And let me just 
say, there are 1,000 things I could talk about, 
but I want you to think about two things, 
because a lot of you can help this happen. 

Yes, we need to get the computers in the 
classrooms, and we have to do that. A lot 
of you can help, and a lot of you are helping. 
Yes, we have to have the right educational 
software for the computers, and we have to 
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have teachers trained to at least keep up with 
the kids, which is more than I can do. This 
summer we began a terrific program with 
100,000 teacher volunteers to train another 
half a million teachers so they could go in 
the classrooms this fall prepared to work with 
computer technology. 

But think of this. We propose in the next 
4 years, if we get our contract renewed, to 
hook up every classroom and every library 
and every school in America to the Internet, 
to the World Wide Web, to that information 
superhighway. That will make it possible for 
the first time in the entire history of America 
for the kids in the poorest classrooms of 
America to get the same information in the 
same way in the same time at the same level 
of quality as children in the wealthiest class- 
rooms. It has never happened before. It will 
revolutionize educational opportunity and 
performance if we do it right, and we need 
to make that commitment as a country to 
do that in the next 4 years. That will also 
help the American economy. 

And the last thing I'd like so say is that 
a lot of us in this room have been saving 
for our children’s college education a long 
time. We're facing that decision at home, you 
know, and we have this conversation three 
times a week. And I have my broken record 
answer, which is, “Go wherever you want to 
go. That’s what I’ve been saving for 16 years 
for. I make enough decisions at work. This 
is your decision, and I will honor it.” 

But not every person can do that. And we 
know, if you just look at the census figures, 
we know that one of the reasons that incomes 
have been splitting apart in America after 
coming together for so long is that you cannot 
continue to have a job that grows in earnings 
unless you have appropriate levels of skill. 
We ought to set as a national goal that by 
the year 2000, in 4 years, we will make 2 
years of education after high school, at least 
a aay — degree, as universal in 
4 years as a high school degree is today. That 
would revolutionize the American economy 
and opportunity for America. 

And this requires no bureaucracy, no pro- 
gram, no nothing. Almost every American is 
within a driving distance of a community col- 
lege. Almost every community college per- 
forms at a very high level of effectiveness 
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or it wouldn’t be in business. All we have 
to do is to give a tax credit to the American 
people that will cover roughly the cost of tui- 
tion at community colleges in al] the States 
of the country. That’s paid for in our bal- 
anced budget bill. Then I think we ought to 
give a tax deduction for any kind of college 
education for up to $10,000 a year. This will 
be good investment for America’s future. 

Now, all these things, it seems to me, are 
good economics, but they'll also bring us to- 
gether. And that’s the last point I want to 
make. You look around this room tonight. We 
have African-Americans, Hispanic-Ameri- 
cans, Asian-Americans, Arab-Americans, 
Jewish-Americans. It looks like the Olympics 
team here tonight—a few years later. 
[Laughter] 

When I saw our Olympics team, I couldn’t 
help thinking: We had people from 197 dif- 
ferent countries in the Olympics; our largest 
county in America, Los Angeles County, has 
people from 150 of those places, in one 
American county. This is an enormous op- 
portunity for us. 

The rest of the world marvels at it. You 
have no idea how much of your time I have 
to spend as President trying to get other peo- 
ple to behave themselves because they'd 
rather kill each other because of their racial, 
their religious, their ethnic, or their tribal dif- 
ferences. 

We joined the French and went to Rwanda 
to save people from starvation because the 
Hutus and the Tutsis didn’t have enough to 
get along with. In the first place, they should 
have been working together to put their 
countries together—instead chose to slaugh- 
ter each other in record numbers, including 
their children, in Rwanda and Burundi be- 
cause they were of different tribes. One day 
they’re all living together; they're big friends; 
the next day, they're killing each other. 

We're going to have the first elections in 
Bosnia in about a week. And we've been a 
year without violence. But for 4 years, after 
living together for decades, people set upon 
each other and slaughtered each other and 
even killed children, ravaged families. And 
the Muslims, the Croats, and the Serbs are 
biologically indistinguishable. They are Mus- 


lims, Croats, and Serbs because of accidents 
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of history and where empires ended in 
Bosnia. 

In Northern Ireland, they still fight over 
what happened 600 years ago, when the 
young people have forgotten what all the 
fighting is about and they just want to get 
along and have a good life and build a future. 

I saw the Prime Minister of Israel yester- 
day, and we practically had a celebration be- 
cause he spoke with Mr. Arafat. But the truth 
is the Palestinians and the Israelis need each 
other. And if they were getting along, there 
would be no end to the good they could do 
for themselves and for their children and the 
future in the Middle East. 

Now here we have that because our 
Founding Fathers said, “If you believe in the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Dec- 
laration of Independence, you can have a 
home here.” We were hypocritical. We had 
to work through our racial bigotry, and then 
we had to work through the fact that women 
didn’t even have the vote. But we had the 
ideal from the beginning. And if we hadn’t 
had the ideal, we would have had nothing 
to measure ourselves against, and we never 
would have made the progress that has been 
made. The civil rights movement was made 
with reference to the American Constitution. 

So I say again, look around this room at 
all of you. And that’s the last thing I want 
to say. That’s why I was so angry about the 
church burnings and every time a synagogue 
is defaced or an Islamic center is burned, 
why I am outraged, because we have to 
stamp that stuff out here before it gets start- 
ed. We have to prove that we are happy to 
be a country of many different races, many 
different creeds, many different beliefs, be- 
cause it is our meal ticket to the future. It 
is in our self-interest to do what is morally 
right. And we have to do that. 

I’m a little more sober than I meant to 
be here—I don’t mean “sober” as opposed 
to “drunk”—{/aughter|—I mean “sober” as 
opposed to “upbeat,” because I got started 
thinking when Jeff gave me the introduction, 
he was talking about meeting with those vic- 
tims’ families. 

But let me tell you, one of the great hon- 
ors, even though it’s sometimes a burden, of 
being President is to see people in their hour 
of greatest pain, because it has a wonderful 
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way of crystallizing what really matters in life. 
And when I was there with all those TWA 
families, including the people from the air- 
lines, including people who were from Italy 
and France and Britain and America—I 
could tell you a lot of stories, but I'll just 
tell you one, tell you why I sort of changed 
my tone when I was listening to him talk. 

This woman came up to me, and she 
showed me a picture of Be perfectly beau- 
tiful daughter, who was on this plane; it was 
one of your flight attendants; she was a beau- 
tiful woman—and her perfectly beautiful 
grandson, who was also on the plane. And 
she told me a story about how this beautiful 
10-year-old boy had walked away from a big 
opportunity that he had because the people 
wanted him to say something bad about me. 
He was a kind of a model, and they wanted 
him to be in some sort of an ad, or something. 

And she started telling me about her 
grandson. And then she said, “I want you 
to have this.” And she gave me a picture of 
this blond-headed 10-year-old kid, standing 
by a fireplace. And I looked at that child, 
and I thought to myself, I can’t do anything 
to bring him back, but what my job is, is 
to remember this boy and to make sure that 
everyone like him that’s still around has a 
great country and a greater country to live 
in when we start a new century, in a new 
millennium, in a completely new world, 
changing the way we work and live, but hold- 
ing fast to the things that have made this 
country great for over 200 years. 

And that’s what I want all Americans to 
think about for 8 weeks. Most of the stuff 
comes and goes in elections. It’s gone like 
a chaff in the wind. It doesn’t amount to a 
hill of beans. But I’m telling you, we’re going 
to make some big decisions in this election, 
consciously or unconsciously. I want you to 
be aware of them. I want you to be happy 
you're making them. And I want you to make 
the right ones. We are still where we are 
today use almost all the time when the 
chips are down, we do the right thing. And 
if we stay on the right track, if we really be- 
lieve in opportunity for all and responsibility 
from all, and if we really relish the fact that 
we have all this diversity in this country, the 
best days of this country are clearly ahead 
of us and not behind us. 
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And that’s what it is our obligation to do, 
because that little boy—I'll keep that picture 
with me until the day I die of thet kid stand- 
ing by the fireplace. And I'll remember that 
our obligation is to all those little boys that 
can still stand in front of the fireplace on 
holidays and have those pictures taken. And 
if we do that, this country is going to be just 
fine. 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Jeffrey 
H. Erickson, president and CEO of Trans World 
Airlines and dinner cochair; Jean Carnahan, wife 
of Governor Mel Carnahan; and Becky Cook, sec- 
retary of state, and Bob Holden, State treasurer, 
Missouri. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 


Memorandum on Employees 
Affected by Hurricane Fran and its 
Aftermath 


September 10, 1996 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Excused Absence for Employees 
Affected by Hurricane Fran and its 
Aftermath 


I am deeply concerned about the devastat- 
ing losses caused by Hurricane Fran and the 
impact on the well-being and livelihood of 
our fellow Americans who have been affected 
by this disaster. Elements of the Federal 
Government have been mobilized to respond 
to this disaster. 

As part of this effort, I request heads of 
executive departments and agencies who 
have Federal civilian employees in the areas 
designated as disaster areas because of the 
effects of Hurricane Fran and its aftermath 
to use their discretion to excuse from duty, 
without charge to leave or loss of pay, any 
such employee who is faced with a personal 
emergency because of this storm and who 
can be spared from his or her usual respon- 
sibilities. This policy should also be applied 
to any employee who is needed for emer- 
gency law enforcement, relief, or clean-up 
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efforts authorized by Federal, State, or local 
officials having jurisdiction. 


William J. Clinton 


Nore: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on September 11. 


Remarks to the Regional Meeting of 
the White House Conference on 
Environmental Technology 


September 11, 1996 


I wanted to take this opportunity to wel- 
come you to this regional meeting of the 
White House Conference on Environmental 
Technology. I’m sorry I can’t be there with 
you. But our administration is very well re 
resented by my Science Adviser, Jack Gib- 
bons, and Fred Hansen, Sherri Goodman, 
and Al Alm, and I thank them all for being 
there. 

I want to say a special word of thanks to 
Governor Romer for working with Jack to 
host this event and to thank Ralph Peterson 
and the other Colorado industry leaders who 
have worked so hard to put this meeting to- 
gether. 

I know that you’re very committed both 
to promoting economic growth and job cre- 
ation in Colorado and protecting your price- 
less environment. And by deploying a new 
generation of innovative environmental tech- 
nologies and building a world-leading envi- 
ronmental industry, you know that you can 
do both. Promoting the development and de- 
ployment of new environmental technologies 
by American industry enables you to do a 
better job of cleaning up and protecting the 
environment at lower cost. And by strength- 
ening the United States environmental tech- 
nology industry, of course, an industry that 
already has created more than 1.2 million 
high-wage and high-skill jobs for American 
workers, you’re making America’s economy 
and our environment stronger. And of 
course, you're especially helping Colorado. 

I’m very pleased that there are so many 
industry, environmental, and State and local 
government leaders here today working to- 
gether to make this happen. I look forward 
to hearing your recommendations. And 
again, I want to thank Jack Gibbons and the 
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other members of our administration team 
for being there, and I want to thank all of 
you for being there. 

Thank you very, very much, and have a 
great meeting. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. by tele- 
phone from the Ramada Inn in Pueblo, CO, to 
the conference meeting in Golden, CO. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Gov. Roy Romer of Colo- 
rado and Ralph Peterson, president, CH2M Hill 
Corp. 


Remarks in Pueblo, Colorado 
September 11, 1996 


Thank you, thank you very much. Good 
morning. It’s great to be back in Pueblo 
again. I want to say first, Dr. Martinez, thank 
you for welcoming us here to the courthouse. 
And all of you who live here must be so 
proud of this magnificent building. I love it. 
I think we should give Josh Rael another 
hand for doing such a good job on the Na- 
tional Anthem. [Applause] 

I want to thank all of those who spoke be- 
fore me, Mike Beatty, Al Gurule, Lt. Gov- 
ernor Gail Shoettler, and Tom Strickland. I 
hope you will send Tom Strickland to the 
United States Senate. I have a lot of con- 
fidence in him, and as I'll say in a moment, 
when these people present themselves for 
Congress and the Senate, there are real con- 
sequences to your lives. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m glad to be back 
here today because this is an election season, 
but elections should not be divorced from 
our lives. The choices we make as citizens 
for those who represent us affect the way 
we live after the elections are over. 

As I was sitting here looking at Mayor 
Webb making his remarks, and my longtime 
friend and former colleague, Governor 
Romer making his remarks, and I couldn’t 
help thinking how lucky Colorado is to be 
served by public officials like this who can 
make a positive difference in — lives. 

I also have to tell that I was talking with 
Patricia Heine before she got up here to 
speak; she told me that she had become a 
police officer 7 years ago, after working on 
raising her sons. And I thought to myself, 
it’s a pretty great country when a mother who 
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loves her children and cares for other peo- 
ple’s children has the willingness, the ability, 
and is given the opportunity to go back to 
work in public safety to make this community 
and this State and our country a better place. 
And we thank you. 

Today I want to talk, as Governor Romer 
said and Mayor Webb said, about the issue 
of crime, about the link between crime and 
drugs, and about what we have to do to make 
our streets safer if we’re going to realize our 
vision for the 21st century. As your President, 
I have worked hard on a simple, straight- 
forward vision for the next century, and espe- 
cially for the children in this audience. We're 
only 4 years away from a brand new century 
and a brand new millennium. We’re under- 
going enormous changes, as all of you know, 
in the way we work and live and relate to 
each other and the rest of the world. 

I want us to go into that next century as 
the world’s strongest force for peace and 
freedom and prosperity. I want us to go into 
that century with all the American people in 
our mosaic from all different ethnic groups, 
all different walks of life, growing together 
and being stronger together in a close-knit 
community that help each other to make the 
most of their own lives. And I want to make 
sure the American dream is alive and well 
for every single man or woman, boy or girl, 
who is willing to work for it. And that is my 
vision: opportunity for all, responsibility from 
all, and everybody has a place in our Amer- 
ican community. I hope you'll help me to 
realize that. 

We've worked very hard in the last 4 years 
to create economic opportunity, and this 
country is better off than it was 4 years ago. 
We have the lowest unemployment rate in 
7% years; 10% million new jobs. We have 
4% million new homeowners. The deficit has 
gone down for 4 years in a row for the first 
time since the 1840's, before the Civil War. 
(Applause.) Wages are rising again for aver- 
age working people for the first time in a 
decade. There are 1.8 million fewer people 
on welfare today than there were the day I 
took the oath of office. 

Child support collections are up 40 per- 
cent; 40 million people have had their - 
sions protected; 12 million Americans have 
taken some time off in the family leave law, 
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keeping their jobs while their babies were 
born or they had a sick parent they needed 
to take care of. The air is cleaner for 50 mil- 
lion Americans, and we have cleaned up 
more toxic waste dumps in 3 years than were 
cleaned up in the 12 years previous. We are 
moving in the right direction. 

On October the Ist, 10 million hard-work- 
ing Americans will get a pay raise when the 
minimum wage law goes into effect. And 
that’s a good thing for America. 

Twenty-five million Americans will be 
helped by the Kennedy-Kassebaum health 
care reform bill which says you can’t lose 
your health insurance anymore just because 
someone in your family gets sick or you have 
to change jobs. This country is on the right 
track for the 21st century. 

I have worked hard to make these thin 
possible by working with all people of a 
will who were willing to move our country 
forward, to change the politics of Washington 
from “who's to blame” to “what are we going 
to do about it” and “what can we do to- 
gether.” 

I have asked the American people to join 
with me in building a bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury, a bridge that we can all walk across to- 
gether, a bridge that will be strong enough 
to realize our dreams for the future, to give 
every child the chance to live up to his or 
her God-given potential. And I want you to 
help me build thet bridge. Will you do that? 

We have to make educational opportunity 
available for all. That means we have to cre- 
ate the most excellent system of education 
in the world for all of our children without 
regard to their racial or ethnic background 
or whether they're poor, rich or middle class, 
whether they live in poor, rural communities 
or big cities or some place in between. I have 
a plan to make sure that every 8-year-old 
child in America will be able to read on his 
or her own by the year 2000. And we need 
to do that. 

If we keep to our commitment to make 
sure that every classroom and library in every 
school in the United States is hooked up to 
the information superhighway by the year 
2000, every child oe the first time in the 
history of this country—every child—will 
have access to the same information at the 
same level of quality in the same time as 
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every other child, rich, poor or middle class. 
That will revolutionize education. And we 
have to do that. 

And finally, let me say, in this great com- 
munity which has, among other things, a per- 
fectly wonderful community college where I 
was the last time I came here. I want to ask 
you to help me make sure that in the next 
4 years we make 2 years of education after 
high school, the equivalent of a community 
college degree, just as universal in America 
as a high school diploma is today by giving 
people a tax credit for the tuition there. 

By giving people a tax credit for the tuition 
cost of a typical community college, by giving 
our American people a $10,000 tax deduction 
per year for any tuition cost at any institution 
of higher education—undergraduate, grad- 
uate, community college, you name it—by 
letting the American people and letting more 
Americans take out more savings in an IRA, 
save that money and then withdraw it tax- 
free to pay for college education, health care 
or to buy a first time home, that will build 
a — to the 21st century. 

To build that bridge, we have to keep this 
economy growing steady and strong until 
every American has a chance to benefit from 
it. That means we have to balance the budg- 
et. But we have to do it in the right way. 
We must balance the budget to keep the in- 
terest rates coming down so that you can af- 
ford house payments, car payments, credit 
card payments. So that nallentem people 
can afford to borrow money to build their 
businesses, we have made every small busi- 
ness in America eligible for a tax cut if they 
invest more money in their business. We are 
growing small businesses at a record rate, but 
we have to continue to balance the budget. 
But we can do it. And we must do it without 
wrecking Medicare, Medicaid, cutting back 
on our investments in education and protect- 
ing our environment. We have to do that. 

We have to build a bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury where families can succeed at home and 
at work. Most parents—whether the family 
is a one-parent or a two-parent household— 
most parents are working today, and most 

nts have to work. I hardly ever meet a 
amily that doesn’t tell me there has been 
some time in their lives when they've really 
faced a dilemma in the conflict between their 
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obligations at work and their obligations at 
home. 

That’s why we worked hard to pass the 
family leave law. That’s why we worked hard 
to increase childhood immunizations, to in- 
crease Head Start, to pass the V-chip law to 
give parents the ability to control inappropri- 
ate programming and its access through tele- 
vision to the young children. That’s why 
we've worked hard to protect our young peo- 
ple from the dangers of marketing and selling 
tobacco which is illegal in every State but 

revalent in every State. And that’s why I 
baie we should expand the family and 
medical leave law to say in a very limited 
way, people also ought to be able to take their 
children to doctor’s appointments and to the 
local parent-teacher conference without los- 
ing their jobs in this country. And I hope 
you'll help me do that. 

We have a lot of environment work to do 
to build our bridge to the 21st century. There 
are still 10 million American children—listen 
to this—10 million American children living 
within four miles of a toxic waste dump. I 
want to clean up two-thirds of those dumps, 
the worst ones, in just the next 4 years, by 
far the most rapid pace in history. But it’s 
important to us. Our children should be 
growing up next to parks, not poison. And 
I want you to help me build that bridge to 
the 21st century. 

But let me tell you, we cannot—we can- 
not—build the right bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury unless our children and their families 
are safe in their homes, on their streets, in 
their schools, in their communities. Four 
years ago, I came to this wonderful commu- 
nity just 2 weeks before election day. I said 
I wanted to prove, and I quote—this is what 
I said then, “that you could be tough on 
crime and smart at the same time.” Well, 
4 years later, I can tell you that that approach 
is possible, and it’s working. 

Just 2 years ago this Friday in one of the 
proudest moments of my Presidency I signed 
the 1994 crime bill. We began to put 100,000 

lice on our streets. We're about halfway 

ome now. We have about 500 already fund- 
ed in Colorado, five right here in Pueblo. 
We made “three strikes and you're out” the 
law of the land. We began helping States to 
build 100,000 new prison cells. We began to 
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expand prevention programs so our young 
people would have something to say yes to, 
not just no. 

And let me say, not a single sportsman or 
hunter in Colorado—notwithstanding what 
they were told in 1994—has lost their hunt- 
ing or sporting weapon—not a single, solitary 
one, not one. But you know what? Sixty thou- 
sand felons, fugitives, and stalkers could not 
get a handgun because of the Brady bill. It 
was the right thing to do. We are safer be- 
cause of it. 

Now, this strategy is working. For 4 years 
in a row, the crime rate has come down. But 
no matter how tough our penalties, no matter 
how many new prisons we build, we will 
never break this problem until we break the 
cycle of crime and drugs and stop the revolv- 
ing door between prisons and drug use on 
the streets. 

Let me clear, the best antidrug program 
is still parents teaching their children right 
from wrong. It’s still those D.A.R.E. officers 
in the schools standing up there in front of 
those classes and letting those little children 
with their wide eyes look at people in uni- 
forms and say, “That’s the kind of person I 
want to be, and that’s the kind of behavior 
I want to have.” 

That's why I fought for the safe and drug 
free-schools program, which puts antidrug 
counselors like Officer Heine in the class- 
room. The first bill I vetoed as President, 
the very first one was a bill passed by this 
Congress that would have gutted the safe and 
drug-free schools program. I don’t know 
about you, but I think we need more people 
like her, not fewer, in front of our children 
in the schools of America. 

Last year Congress gave me about $700 
million less than I sought to fight drugs, and 
that’s wrong, and I hope we can correct it 
before they go home. I appointed a four-star 
general, an American military hero, General 
Barry McCaffrey, to lead our attack on drugs, 
and he has developed a strategy for us that 
we will follow with great discipline over the 
next 5 years, targeted at keeping drugs away 
from our children and he deserves the sup- 
port that he needs. 

Illegal drugs are a significant force behind 
the vast majority of violent crimes in this 
country, and a big part of the problem with 
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uvenile crime. Drug dealers with : 

aww on dru "they contribute a Ee to 
the misery that the rest of America has to 
endure. 

Listen to this, two-thirds of the men in 
State prisons have substance abuse problems. 
I have signed an Executive order to require 
drug testing of anyone brought into the Fed- 
eral system, but I have not been able to effect 
that. Listen to this. When criminals on parole 
go back on drugs, the chances are enor- 
mously high they will commit new crimes. 
Sixty percent—listen—60 percent of all the 
heroin and cocaine sold in the entire United 
States goes to people on bail, on probation, 
or on parole. Seventy-five percent of the pris- 
oners with a history of heroin or cocaine use 
who are released without treatment go back 
to drugs within 3 months and return to crime. 
We have to stop this cycle, or we'll never 
get on top of the problem. 

In spite of this problem, States often don’t 
do much to test parolees or prisoners, or pro- 
vide adequate treatment. That has to be 
changed. Drugs don’t belong in prisons or 
in the hands of parolees. Parole is not a li- 
cense to break the law, use drugs, and slip 
back into crime; it is a chance to go straight 
and live a better life. 

So today I propose to offer legislation that 
will say to every State in the country, we are 
prepared to continue to use funds from our 
crime bill to help you build your prisons. But 
if you want that money, you now must start 
drug wae prisoners and parolees to break 
the cycle of crime and drugs. It’s time to say 
to inmates, if you stay on drugs, you'll stay 
in jail; if you want our of jail, you have to 
get off drugs. It’s time to say to parolees, 
if you go back on drugs, you'll go back to 
jail if you want to stay on the street, stay 
off drugs. And I want you to help me send 
that message to America. 

We know the States are hard-pressed, and 
we intend to do our part. Today, the Depart- 
ment of Justice announced $27 million in 
grants to States for testing and intervention 
with prisoners, to help them break this cycle. 
States can start using this money right now 
for drug testing and for intervention to help 
prisoners and parolees. 

And let me tell you something, folks, this 
is not an election year pledge. This will work. 
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A new report shows that in Delaware, pris- 
A RS oma 
work release were 75 percent drug-free 
70 percent arrest-free after 18 months; but 
80 percent of the prisoners who did not re- 
ceive treatment went back on drugs, and two 
out of three were arrested again. It is simple: 
We know what to do, now let’s go do it. Let’s 
build a bridge to the 21st century that breaks 
the cycle of crime and drugs. 
I want to say to all of you, I am more opti- 
mistic than I was when I came here 4 years 
about our future. I am more idealistic 
Ted the possibilities of Americans to do 
good things together. But we must make a 
commitment to work together, to create op- 
portunity for all, to get responsibility from 
all of our citizens, and to reach out to one 
another across the lines that divide us so that 
we can go forward together. That is the 
bridge that I seek to build to the 21st cen- 
tury, and I hope you will help to build it. 
Thank you, and God bless you all. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. at the 
Pueblo County Courthouse. In his remarks, he 
referred to Richard Martinez, Pueblo Coun 
commissioner; Josh Rael, student, Pueblo Sou 
High School; Michael , chairman, Colorado 
Democratic Party; Al Gurule, candidate, 3d Con- 
gressional District; Lt. Gov. Gail Schoettler of 
Colorado; Mayor Wellington Webb Of Denver; 
and police officer Patricia Heine. 


Remarks in Sun City, Arizona 
September 11, 1996 


Thank you. Thank you very, very much. 
I'll tell ata we're off ae wee ond start. 
Hello, Desi. I’m glad to see you. See that 
lady right there? She used to take care of 
my daughter right after she was born. Her 
name is Desi Centers. Give her a hand, she 
did a good job. [ ] 

I'll tell you, all the reporters on the plane 
wanted to know why I was coming to Ari- 
zona, and was it about politics and did we 
really think we could win? And I said, “Look, 


I ee got my AARP card. I thought I’d come 
c 


eck it out.” It looks pretty 
It looks pretty good to me. [ er] 
Well, Rose Mofford did what she usually 
does, she stole the show already. [ ter] 
Thank You, Governor. When I saw her - 


to me. 
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stage she said, “Well, I'm still your adopted 
mother.” [Laughter] She and my mother had 
planed i ae = loved Rose’s 
irrepressi mism and her very straight- 
forward am And I can tell you - 
When we served together as Governors, she 
loved the State of Arizona, and she took care 
of you. And I’m glad to see her here today. 

I want to thank my good friend, Ed Pastor, 
for being here with me today. He is a true 
. leader in the Congress, leading for the peo- 

ple of Arizona, eee for the Hispanic Cau- 
cus, leading for the concerns of people all 
over the United States. And thank you, Den- 
nis Jensen, and thank you very much for this 
beautiful bolo, which I will treasure. I collect 
them. I love to wear them when I have dif- 
ferent attire on. [Laughter] I did wear my 
boots. If I’d known I was going to get a bolo, 
I wouldn’t have worn a tie. [Laughter] Thank 
you very, very much. Is the gentleman who 
did that here? Stand up. Give him a hand, 
he did a wonderful job. Thank you very 
much. [Applause] Thank you. 

I want to thank a number of others who 
are here—the chairman of the Arizona 
Democratic Party, Sam Coppersmith, former 
Member of Con , & very good man; State 
house minority leader, Art Hamilton; Steve 
Owens, our — for pe. sng ae 6th 
a trict and a very man; 


Sherman, our nominee for Corpora- 


tions Commission, thank you for being here. 
Thank you, Mayor Paul Johnson, from Phoe- 
nix, for being here. Thank you, Vice Mayor 
Crawford, from Tucson, for being here. 


Thank you, State Senator Sandra Kennedy. 
And I want to thank the labor leaders, the 
Native American leaders, the county officials 
who are here. All of you who have a out 
to be here, we are very, very grateful to you. 
Sits 0 teeth das tox acts bo be te 
Arizona and to be here with all of you. I want 
to thank the Temptations. The Temptations 
were singing when I came in the > 
heard them, and they were just great, weren't 
they? For a moment I thought I was crashing 
a dance instead of coming to a political meet- 
ing. [Laughter] 
I want to echo what has been said already 
about other distinguished Arizonans. I am 
rsonally very, very grateful to Bruce Bab- 
itt for his willingness to serve in our admin- 
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istration and for the heroic fights he has 
taken on, to preserve our natural resources, 
eee ce 
some of our national parks, to help to save 
snag a Bene te 

e Mojave Desert the largest natio 
to Aasliion coca daar oad 
steward of our national resources. 

I was profoundly honored to present to Mo 
Udall’s son Mark the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, which I gave him a couple of days 

. And no American deserves it more. All 
of you can be very proud of that. 

And I know I join all Americans in wishin 
Senator Goldwater well in his recovery. An 
let me tell you—you’re probably like me— 
I first met Barry Goldwater 28 years ago 
when I was 21 years old—almost 29 years 
ago now. And he was giving a speech at the 
University of Arkansas at the invitation of 
Mack McLarty, who later became my Chief 
of Staff and is now the White House Coun- 
selor. And we were there. And I worked at 
the time for Senator Fulbright from Arkansas 
who, as some of you, maybe most of you 
know, was a Democrat. And he and Senator 
Goldwater had a great difference about the 
war in Vietnam hich was the major issue 
back then. I will never forget how kind Barry 
Goldwater was to me as a 21-year-old college 
senior, a person he could never have known 
would amount to a hill of beans, and some 
of his fellow Republicans still think hasn’t 
amounted to a hill of beans. [Laughter] 

I'll never forget that. But the thing that 
means the most to me is the incredible kind- 
ness and sensitivity he has shown toward the 
First Lady over the last 4 years. It means 
a great deal. So I wish him well. And I thank 
God for his civility and his service to our Na- 
tion. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be 
here. I’ve had an interesting couple of weeks. 
A lot has been going on in the Nation’s Cap- 
ital, and a lot has been going on out in the 
country. We had our great convention in Chi- 
cago. And before that, I was on the rails, on 
the track to Chicago. And after that, Al and 
Tipper Gore and Hillary and I took a bus 
trip. And since then, I have been going back 
and forth to work in Washington and then 
back to the campaign trail when I could. 
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When I ran for President in 1992, I told 
the American people I had a very straight- 
forward but profoundly important vision for 
our country in the 21st century, that we were 
going through this huge period of change in 
how we work and how we live and how we 
relate to each other and the rest of the world, 
a sweeping period of change, and that I want- 

to see us manage this change into the next 
century in a way that kept the American 
dream alive for every ia 3 person in this 
country, that kept this country coming to- 
gether as we grow ever more diverse and not 
being driven apart as so many nations are 
by their diversity, and that kept us the strong- 
est force for peace and freedom and prosper- 
ity in the world. 

I said then and I reiterate today, I thought 
the only way to do that was to find a way 
to meet our challenges and protect the values 
that have made us the greatest country in 
history. And that our strategy should be sim- 
ple, straightforward, and profound. We 
should work for opportunity for all, for re- 
sponsibility from all, and for an American 
community that really is growing stronger to- 
gether, where we respect each other for our 
shared values and we accept our differences, 
and we're proud of them because we know 
it makes us stronger, and stronger especially 
in a global society where there are people 
from all over the world with whom we must 
do business, with whom we must make 
peace, and with whom we must relate if we 
want to beat back the problems and seize 
the opportunities that the next century is 
going to offer us. 

And for 4 years, I’ve worked on that. And 
I have to tell you that it may be a little im- 
modest, but I think the evidence shows that 
we're better off than we were 4 years ago. 

Look at the evidence. The latest evidences 
we have is that unemployment is down to 
a 7% year low, 5.1 percent in the Nation, 
the highest consumer confidence in years, 
10% million new jobs. The economy is on 
the right track. We have almost 44% million 
new homeowners. Another 10 million home- 
owners have refinanced their mortgages at 
a lower rates because we've been able to get 
those interest rates down. I see those folks 
everywhere. We have record numbers of new 
small businesses formed in each of the last 
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4 years. Our exports of American products 
and services are at an all-time high. 

Twelve million Americans have been able 
to take advantage of the family and medical 
leave law to take a little time off for the birth 
of a baby or the illness of a parent without 
losing their job. Fifteen million of our hard- 
est pressed working Americans got tax relief 
so that if you work 40 hours a week with 
children in the home, you'll never be in pov- 
erty now. That’s very, very important. 

Forty million Americans—and this is 
something that’s important to a lot of people 
in this room—in 1994, we passed a bill to 
protect the pensions of 40 million Ameri- 
cans—40 million Americans. 

Our air is cleaner. Our drinking water is 
safer. Our food is purer. We have closed 
more toxic waste dumps in the last 3 years 
than the previous administrations did in 12. 

And in the last 2 weeks before Congress 
left office, we had some more good news. 
On October the Ist, 10 million Americans 
will get an increase in the minimum wage. 
And every single small-business person in the 
country who invests more money in his or 
her business to make it more productive, to 
hire more people, to grow, will get a tax cut. 

And 25 million Americans, because of the 
passage of the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill, will 

eligible not to lose their health insurance 
just because they got sick, someone in their 
family got sick, they had to change jobs. The 
minimum wage bill also made it easier for 
people in small businesses to take out pen- 
sions and for the employees in small busi- 
nesses to keep those pensions if they move 
from job to job. And it gave families a $5,000 
tax credit if they adopt children. So that bill 
was pro-work, pro-business, and pro-family. 
The country is moving in the right direction. 
We are moving in the right direction. 

The welfare rolls are down by 1.8 million 
from the day I took office, and child support 
collections are up by 40 percent, $3 billion. 
The crime rate has dropped in each of the 
last 4 years, as we are about the business of 
putting 100,000 more police on the street, 
attacking violence against women and chil- 
dren, working for safe and drug-free schools. 
And yes, we passed the Brady bill and the 
assault weapons ban. But contrary to all the 
hysteria that was whipped up in 1994 against 
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the people who voted for the crime bill, not 
a single Arizona hunter or sports person, not 
a single Arkansas hunter or sports person lost 
their weapon. But 60,000 felons, fugitives, 
and stalkers did lose the right to get a hand- 
gun because we passed the Brady bill, and 
we’re better off because of it. 

The Government we have today in Wash- 
ington is very different from the Government 
we had 4 years ago. It is, first of all, smaller 
by 250,000. The Government is now the 
smallest it’s been since John Kennedy was 
the President of the United States in the 
early sixties. And I might say, to give you 
a better impression of how much we've 
shrunk the Government, it’s a bigger country 
now than it was in 1960, more people live 
here. As a percentage of the civilian work 
force, the Federal Government is today the 
smallest it’s been since Franklin Roosevelt 
took the oath of office for the first time in 
1933. 

We have reduced the size and burden of 
the Federal Government, but we still have 
a Government that is strong enough to help 
us meet our challenges and protect our val- 
ues. The role of the Government today is 
to create the conditions and give people the 
tools to make the most of their own lives, 
and that’s what we are attempting to do. 

And finally, let me say, we i plainly 
maintained our responsibility to be a force 
for peace and Saatnen and prosperity, with 
200 new trade agreements, 21 with Japan 
alone, American exports up 85 percent in the 
areas covered by our trade agreements with 
Japan, the United States number one again 
in automobile production and sales around 
the world for the first time since the 1970's; 
working for peace in the Middle East, in 
Northern Ireland, in Haiti, throughout the 
world; reducing the nuclear threat—for the 
first time since the dawn of the nuclear age 
in the last 4 years, there’s not a single nuclear 
missile pointed at the children of America. 
And you can be proud of that. 

Just a couple of days ago I had the great 
honor of supporting and then being able to 
announce ce the United Nations voted 
overwhelmingly to ban nuclear testing for- 
ever, a huge event. And now the United 
States Senate is considering something called 
the Chemical Weapons Convention, and if 
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we pass it, 160 nations have signed it, 60 have 
ratified it, we need to follow suit and ratify 
it in the Senate because it will enable us to 
reduce the availability of chemical weapons 
for terrorists, for countries that would pro- 
mote chemical weapons and use them in an 
inhumane way. Nobody is immune from this. 
You saw from the terrorist attack in the 
Tokyo subway what can happen when inno- 
cent people are subject to this. 

So I implore the Senate to go on and ratify 
this. This is a bipartisan thing. This treaty 
was negotiated when President Bush was in 
office, but it has never been ratified. And 
we must ratify it so we can continue the work 
of making the world a safer place, especially 
from terrorists. 

And finally let me say on that subject, as 
all of you know, in recent days it became 
necessary for me to order our pilots to take 
certain actions in Iraq, to increase the 
chances that we could prevent Saddam Hus- 
sein from threatening his neighbors because 
of what he was doing to his own people. I 
just want to say, again, that we are going to 
do everything we can to make sure our own 
pilots are safe, that they can fly their missions 
in safety. We will do whatever is n 
to protect them. And the determination of 
the United States in dealing with the prob- 
lem of Iraq should not be underestimated. 
We will do what we must do to protect our 
people and our soldiers. 

Now, you heard Rose Mofford say that I 
called her back in 1988. When I was a Gov- 
ernor I was often appalled by what I saw 
coming out of Washington, frankly, because 
it seemed to me that the further you got away 
from the people and the closer you got to 
Washington, DC, the more our politics be- 
came about rhetoric and the less about re- 
ality. There was more name-calling and less 
working in ways that would change people’s 
lives. 

The things that I have just said to you, 
it seems to me, document beyond question 
that we are capable of working together in 
a partnership that will have a positive impact 
on the lives of the people of the United 
States. 

So let me say again, I have tried to change 
the politics of your Capital from “who's to 
blame” to “what are we going to do.” And 
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I hope—and even though we have come a 
long way in the last 4 years, I think we all 
know we still have a lot of challenges to meet 
to make sure when we start that new century 
and a new millennium, our country is the 
kind of country we want it to be. We do have 
to build a bridge to the 2lst century, but 
we've got to build it on ideas, not insults. 
And this cam ought to be a cam 

of ideas about what is for the American 


people. 

Now, let me say very briefly where I think 
on cdadhesains ne SE Saleh 
will help me build. First of all, if we're going 
to build a bridge to the 21st century of oppor- 
tunity, we have to make sure that every 

SS ne nena 
to participate in that opportunity. In a 
prem) ieee te high 
by rapid movement of information, by 
competition, education is more important to 
the well-being not only of individual Ameri- 
cans, but to our country than ever before in 
the history of the United States. 
In the past 4 years I worked on a broad 
front to improve education, from 
ae ee our schools funds to 
raise their stan » Stay open after school 
for kids who are in trouble, try innovative 
‘reform measures that would enable them to 
achieve higher levels of learning. We re- 
formed the student loan to make 
the loans lower cost and to have better repay- 
ment terms so more people could go. And 
we fought back what I considered to be very 
ill-advised efforts to cut back on education 
funding at a time when education is more 
important to our future than ever before. 
Now, what are we going to do in the fu- 
ture? I think, first of all, we should have a 
clear agenda that includes at a minimum the 
following items: Number one, 40 percent of 
the 8-year-olds in this country still can’t read 
a book on their own. Even though improve- 
ment in math and science is going up, even 
though our schools are plainly getting better, 
40 percent of those kids can’t. I propose to 
put together an army of 30,000 mentors from 
national service volunteers, from young peo- 
ple on work-study in college, from trained 
reading tutors, to mobilize a million true vol- 
unteers to go into every high school in this 
country—I mean—excuse me—every grade 
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school in this country where it is needed to 
make sure by the 2000 every 8-year- 
Senin te tl arate el on 
“I read this myself.” 

Second, we have an opportunity that is 
truly revolutionary because of technology to 
do something never before done. We are 
working oe be only to get computers and 


educational materials and software to go into 
computers in all the classrooms of America, 
we've also worked — teachers who ha 
at least keep up wi these young 

who are computer whizzes, anid I can’t 
do. 


This summer the National Education As- 
sociation, the American Federation of Teach- 
ers, the school principals, and other edu- 
cation groups put together 100,000 teachers 
who began the work of training 500,000 more 
teachers to make sure that the teachers could 
actually use the computers in the classroom 
to teach the students. And now it is time to 
make sure that we do the last thing. We need 
to make sure that every classroom and every 
library and every in America is hooked 
up to the information su way, to the 
Internet, to the World Web, to all these 
networks of information. 

Now, let me just say for a moment what 
the significance of that is. What this means 
is that for the first time ever in the history 
of the country, if we do it, children in the 
smallest, most isolated rural school districts 
in America, children in the poorest inner- 
city school districts in America, no matter 
where these children are, they will have ac- 
cess to the same information in the same 
form in the same time at the same level of 

uality as children in the wealthiest school 

cts in the country. It has never hap- 

pened before. We can do it in the next 4 
years, and we should—and we should. 

Finally, in the next 4 years we should truly 
open the doors of college education to any- 
one of any age who oak to go—of any age. 
And I propose to do the following: 

Number one, we ought to set as a national 
goal in 4 years, we'll make at least a commu- 
nity college d as universal in America 
as a high aaa diploma is today. How? Al- 
most every American is within driving dis- 
tance of a community college, and those 
places work. They're open; they're flexible; 
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they’re results-oriented; they're demo- 
cratic—small “d,” that is they're open to ev- 
erybody. They work the way America ought 
to work more. And all we have to do to make 
community college available to everybody is 
to say to people, “If you'll go we'll give you 
a tax t of up to $1,500 a year for the 
tuition,” which would cover the typical tui- 
tion cost throughout the country. 

Second, we should a tax deduction of 
up to $10,000 a year for the cost of any edi- 
cation after high school so we can encourage 
people to go forward, encourage parents and 
grandparents to help their children and 
grandchildren go to college. 

The third thing I want to so do is to recog- 
nize that a lot of adults need more education 
as well, and that we have 70—70 at least— 
different pom in the Federal Govern- 
ment that have developed for the best of rea- 


sons over time. But you need a slide rule 
to figure out whether you qualify for them. 
And what I want to do is to say to someone, 
if you qualify for Federal educational help 


because you have lost your job or because 
you are ly underemployed, instead of 
these 70 different programs you have to fig- 
ure out, I want to put all that money in one 
pot and give a skills grant worth up to $2,500 
a year to people and say, take it to your local 
community college, take it wherever it’s best 
for you. But here it is, go get an education 
so you can go up not down on the job scale 
if you lose your job. 

Will you help me build that kind of bridge 
ae 21st century? [Applause] I need your 

elp. 

T think we should promote more home 
ownership. Our Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development Henry Cisneros has 
worked hard, and we have cut the average 
closing costs for first-time homebuyers by 
nearly a $1,000. We have a 15-year-high in 
home ownership. But I want this to be within 
reach of every American. We have lots of 
initiatives to do that. But one of the things 
that I think we should do is to change the 
law so that people simply do not have to pay 
taxes when they sell their home even if it 


—- in value up to a half a million 
. I think we should do that. 

And finally, let me say, if we want to have 
opportunity, we've got to keep this economy 


1727 


going. And that means that we have to con- 
tinue to finish the work to balance the budg- 
et, but we have to do it in the right way. 
And I want to talk a little about that. There's 
been a huge debate about that, you know, 
in the last 2 years since our friends in the 
other party won the Congress. And you can 
see from outside that they're a little sensitive 
about the fact that America didn’t like their 
budget. [ ter] 

But let's about it. We do have to bal- 
ance the budget. Why? Well, one thing that 
our Republican friends said last year that I 
agree with is, they said last year—not this 
year, but last year—they said, “If we're not 
on a path to balancing the budget, interest 
rates will be 2 percent higher.” I agree with 
that. Now what does that mean? That 
means—you just figure it out for your- 
selves—that means 2 percent on your car 

yment, your credit card payment, your 

a Even more important for the 
overall health of the economy, it means 2 
percent on those loans that business people 
need to take out to start those new businesses 
or to expand the businesses. And keep in 
mind, we’ve had 4 years in a row of record 
formation of small business. But that’s where 
most of the new jobs are coming from. 

So we do need to go on and balance the 
budget. So the question is how. And that’s 
what we're revisiting in this election. The 
budget I vetoed that the Congress passed, 
I vetoed not because I didn’t want to balance 
the budget but because I thought it was 
wrong to basically end Medicaid’s 30-year 

arantee of health care to poor women and 
ittle babies; to end the 30-year guarantee of 
health coverage to middle class families who 
had members with disabilities where they 
were struggling to take care of those people 
in their own homes and go to work every 
day; wrong to end the guarantee of those who 
had very limited incomes and needed that 
help if they had to be in nursing homes. 

I thought it was wrong to create a two- 
tier Medicare system which said to people, 
if you’re unfortunate enough to be an. 
poorer, and sicker than most other seniors, 
you could well get second-class care. I 
thought it was wrong not to keep up with 
inflation and population growth in Medicare 
and instead to have real cuts that were going 
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to force people to make payments out of 
pocket, designed to fund a budget system 
that had an enormous tax cut that went to 
people like me, and I didn’t need it. I thought 
that was wrong. I don’t apologize for that. 
I still think it was wrong. I still think it was 


wrong. 

I thought it was wrong. I thought it was 
wrong for us to be cutting the safe and drug- 
free schools law, to be abolishing 
AmeriCorps, to be turning our back on our 
commitment to put 100,000 police on the 
street, to pass a budget that would have 
raised taxes on 9 million of our poorest work- 
ing people, actually raise taxes on them. I 
thought it was wrong to allow a raid on the 

nsion funds in America of nearly $15 bil- 
lion. We went through that pension collapse 
just a few years ago. Are we going to go back 
and make that mistake all over again? I 
thought that was wrong. 

So I plead guilty. I vetoed it, and I'd do 
so again because I thought it was wrong. But 
that does not mean—again, that does not 
mean that we should not balance the budget. 
It does not mean that we don’t have to have 
some savings in Medicare to stabilize the pro- 
gram so it’s going to be there not just next 
year but 10 years from now, 15 years from 
now, 20 years from now for all who need 
it. But the changes should be made by some- 
one who believes in Medicare and believes 
it’s served our country well, not someone 
who doesn’t care whether it exists or not. 
Now, that should be done. 

But we have to keep doing the work of 
balancing the budget. But you know, if we 
turn around and walk away from our obliga- 
tions to invest in environmental protection, 
in new technology, and education, we'll hurt 
ourselves. Let me give you one other exam- 
ple. Arizona has become a center for preci- 
sion manufacturing because of the dry air 
and because of the good climate for manufac- 
turing and for working. You have a huge 
stake here in this State in seeing that we con- 
tinue on the cutting edge of manufacturing 
technology, high technology. 

Whether you do anything that has anything 
to do with that or not, everyone who lives 
in Arizona has a big stake in seeing that 
America maintains its technological lead. 
That means that we have to do some public 
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investment in research and elemental devel- 
opment. We must do that. 

In biomedical research, Government- 
funded research has led to unprecedented 
gains in many areas in the last 4 years. Public 
research has led to a lot of things that we 
now take for granted—the Internet, the 
Internet in the product of a Federal research 
project. But as soon as it was obvious that 
it was going to work, the Government did 
exactly what the Government should do. We 
couldn’t run it. We got out of it and let the 
private sector take over. 

Right now we are engaged in a joint ven- 
ture with IBM to develop a supercomputer 
that will do more calculations in one second 
than you could go home and pick up a pock- 
et, a hand-held calculator and do by your- 
self—listen to this—in 30,000 years. 

Now, we have to make those kinds of in- 
vestments because the private sector can’t af- 
ford to do it, it’s too problematical. You have 
to break through these barriers, but this will 
make a huge difference in the future of our 
country. 

So I say to you, go out ard tell your fellow 
Arizonans, whether they're Republicans, 
Democrats, independents, you name it, “Yes, 
balance the budget, but do it in a way that 
brings us together instead of drives us apart. 
Do it in a way that honors our obligations. 
And do it in a way that builds that bridge 
to the 21st century.” That’s what we have 
to do. 

Folks, let me just make a couple of other 
— more briefly. We have to build a 

ridge to the 2lst century that honors re- 
sponsibility. And I'll just mentioned two 
=~ there. I just signed a welfare reform 

ill that was fairly controversial, and I didn’t 
think it was perfect. But I did it because I 
think it is imperative to end the isolation of 
those people who are trapped on welfare 
generation after generation. I think it is im- 
perative to bring people into the world of 
work, to bring those families into contact 
with other families, to make them believe 
that they can change their lives. 

And now the challenge is to take this new 
system and make it work. The new system 
says, if you're poor, we will still give you 
health care for your children, we will still give 
you nutrition, and now we will give you more 
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in child care if you go to work. But now the 
income check will go to the State, and they 
must find a way to move able-bodied people 
from welfare to work within 2 years. 

My challenge is to every Governor in this 
country and every private business person: 
now we have to create the jobs, a million 
more jobs, at least, in the next 4 years for 
people who have been trapped on welfare. 
We have reduced the welfare rolls by 1.8 mil- 
lion. If we can do a million more with the 
hardest-to-place cases, you will see that we 
can end welfare as we know it and bring peo- 
ple back into mainstream America and make 
poverty a temporary, not a permanent, condi- 
tion for a whole generation of young people. 
We have to do that and I want you to help 
me do that. 

The second thing I want to talk about 
briefly is the crime problem. Crime is still 
a big problem in America. Yes, the crime rate 
in the country has dropped for 4 years. Yes, 
in most major cities it’s going down. But it’s 
still going up in some suburbs and small 
towns. It’s still a problem. And it will be a 
problem until you can go home at night and 
turn on the evening news and the first story 
is not a crime story. Or if it is a crime story, 
you're absolutely shocked, instead of saying, 
what else is new. That’s how you will know. 
We'll always have some crime. You'll know 
when we've got this thing whipped when 
you're shocked when you see a crime story 
leading the evening news at night instead of 
saying, what else is new. 

Now, instead of 4 years of a declining 
crime rate, we need 8 years of a declining 
crime rate. That’s what we have to do. We 
have to finish putting those police on the 
street. We ought to take the cop-killer bullets 
off the street; they have no hunting or sport- 
ing purpose. We ought to extend the Brady 
bill The Brady bill has worked well. It now 
applies to any felon. I think the Brady bill 
ought to apply to anyone who abuses a child 
or a spouse in the home, as well. We should 
try to reduce that. 

The last thing we have to do is build a 
bridge to the 21st century that strengthens 
our American community. And I want to 
mention some things real quickly. The prob- 
lem I hear young people talk most about, 
and even people that aren’t so young, who 
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may still have children in the home, is that 
they are constantly finding examples where 
they feel torn between their obligations to 
spend time with their children and do things 
with their children, and their obligations at 
work. That’s why I fought for the family and 
medical leave law. I didn’t want to interrupt 
the free enterprise system, but it seemed to 
me that if you had people all torn up and 
upset at work because their kids were in trou- 
ble at home and they couldn’t take care of 
them, that wasn’t going to be very good for 
the economy. 

It also seems to me that if we make Ameri- 
cans make a choice between succeeding at 
work and succeeding at home, we are de- 
feated before we start. Whichever choice 
they have to make—whichever choice they 
have to make, we lose, because most parents 
are working and most parents have to work. 
Whether it’s a single-parent household or 
two parents in the household, it’s not as if 
it’s an option for most people. 

So if we want to come together as a com- 
munity we have to begin with the building 
block of our community, the family. That’s 
why I thought family and medical leave was 
important. That’s why I thought more Head 
Start and more immunizations for kids was 
important. That’s why I thought it was impor- 
tant to try to protect children against the dan- 
gers of marketing and selling tobacco, which 
is illegal in every State in the country, but 
it happens everywhere. That’s why we fought 
for the V-chip and the television rating sys- 
tem, so parents could have some control over 
the programming their young children see. 
If it’s inappropriate, they'd have some control 
over that. Because I think we have to struggle 
to help people succeed at work and at home. 
And that will be a continuing challenge for 
us. 

I'd like to see a very limited amendment 
in the family leave law which says you can 
also have a little time off without losing your 
job to take your children or your parents to 
regular doctor’s appointments, and to go to 
parent-teacher conferences at school. I think 
that would be a good thing. It would be very 
limited. I might say to you that there has 
been a study on the family leave law in which 
almost all the businesses in the country say 
that it hasn’t cost them any money to comply 
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with. And it obviously hasn’t hurt the econ- 
omy, since we're growing like crazy. So I 
think we ought to do that. 

The second thing I'd like to say is we can’t 
preserve our sense of community unless 
we're committed to growing the economy 
while preserving our natural environment. I 
am very proud of the things we've done to 
make ng water and safer, to set 
aside more national parks, to make the air 
cleaner, to expand community right-to-know. 
This is going to be a challenge that every 
one of us has to face. But let me just point 
out, there are stil] 10 million children in this 
country—10 million children living within 4 
miles of a toxic waste dump. that’s in 
spite of the fact that we closed down more 
in 3 than we closed down in the 12 
years before I came here to Washington. 

I propose to close 500 more, two-thirds 
of them, the two-thirds worst, in the next 4 
so I can go to a crowd like this, and 
I can look in the of these children, and 
I can say, the of this country should 
grow up next to , not poison. And I want 
you to help me do that. It’s very, very impor- 
tant. 

The last point I want to make is this: This 
country has come a long way in its relation- 
ships with each other across racial and ethnic 
lines and religious lines since I was a boy. 
But we're having even more challenges. You 
know, when I had the honor of representing 
you at the Olympics it was thrilling to me 
to see teams there from 197 different na- 
tions. And when I was watching all the teams 
go in carrying their flags, it all of the sudden 
struck me that the b county in America, 
Los Angeles County, has people in one coun- 
ty in America from 150 of those 197 places. 
That’s a stunning insight. 

Then I looked at the American Olympic 
team, and it struck me that if they didn’t have 
American jackets on, they wouldn’t have a 
clue which country they were from. These 
are from the Middle East. And those are 
from Asia somewhere. And those folks are 
from Latin America. And these are from the 
Caribbean. And those are from Africa. And 
well, those folks are from Scandinavia. I 
mean, you get the picture. 

And really, if you look at the Olympics, 
I think one reason we like it is we think that 
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we ought to live that way all the time. Every- 
body agrees to the rules. Most le don’t 
win medals, but even the ones that don’t win 
are better off because they try in an honor- 
able way and they do their very best. Nobody 
disqualifies you because of what your reli- 
gious faith is or what your race or your ethnic 
is. You can’t get ah u can’t 
= fe your opponents room the night be- 
oe is ok algae” nad 
it. [Laughter] N admires you 
stand up behind a microphone and tell <a 
body how terrible the person you're racing 
is. We sort of like the way the Olym- 
ere ee 
yo lk that’s the last thing I leave you 
with. We have to stand—when you see these 
church burnings or these synagogues being 
defaced or these Islamic centers being 


burned, you have to stand against that. 
Remember how much of your time as 
President—because all my time belongs to 


you—you think about how much time, 
time, I’ve had to dealing with p 
where people insisted on killing each other 
because of their religious, their racial, their 
ethnic or their tribal differences. You just 
think about it: Rwanda, Burundi, the Middle 
East, Haiti, you name it. Any of these coun- 
tries. We're trying to hold elections in Bosnia 
where they lived in peace for decades, where 
there is biol no difference between 
the Muslims, the Croats, and the Serbs. They 
belonged to different religious groups be- 
cause of historical ments, am they 
started killing each other in the flash of an 
eye, and did it with abandon for 4 years. 

And so when we see the slightest evidence 
of that in this country we have to say, no, 
no, no, no, no. America is a place where, if 
you believe in the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights and the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and you're willing to show up tomor- 
row, you're our kind of person and we're 
going to walk across that bridge to the 21st 
century with you, too. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at the 
Sun Dial Recreation Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Dennis Jensen, chair, Sun City Demo- 
crats; former Gov. Rose Mofford of Arizona; 
former Mayor Paul Johnson of Phoenix; and Vice 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 12 


Mayor Michael J. Crawford of Tucson. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks in Fresno, California 
September 12, 1996 


Thank you. Wow! Thank you so much. 
Thank you for being here. Thank you for 
your wonderful signs. Thank you for makin 
me feel so weicome. Thank you, Dot Powell. 
Thank you, Cal Dooley, for being a great 
Congressman and a extrao 
human being. You're very lucky to be rep- 
resented by Cal Dooley in the United States 
Congress. Thank you, Debbie Manning, for 
devoting your life to teaching. Thank you, 
Shianne Lenhof, for being such a good rep- 
resentative of the young people of today and 
the future of America. You both made me 
very proud, and I can’t wait to tell em 
that you did say, “It takes a village.” Than 


u. 

” know there are a iot of schools here today 
and a lot of students represented, not only 
here from Dailey but also from Fresno High, 
from Waona, Tenaya Middle School, Powers- 
Ginsburg, Edison Computech, Edison High, 
Muir, and Holland. Thank you all for being 


here. I want to thank the le who 
vided our music: the McLean High School 
Highlanders, the Hoover H School 
Marching Band, the Roosevelt High School 
Mariachi, the McLean High School March- 
ing Band, the Raisin Babies Jazz Band. 
Thank you all very much. Thank you. 

I am delighted to be back in the Valley. 
I did not know until Cal Dooley told me on 
my way over here this morning—Cal and I 
were in the car, and he said, “Do you realize 
that no President has ever come to the Valley 
twice in one term?” And I said, “I have a 
hard time believing that. What were they 
thinking about? I’ve had a good time here, 
and I’m glad to be here.” 

Your Valley contributes so much to Amer- 
ica, especially in the r of its agricultural 
production, and it’s _ te a great honor to 
me to work to open markets for the products 
produced here all around the world. And I’m 

roud that American exports and American 
arm exports are now at an all-time high, 


ro- 
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thanks to the efforts of the farmers right here 
in this fine Valley. 

I understand we are also here today 
by some members of our Olympic champion 
softball team, all from Fresno State, assistant 
coach Margie Wright, Julie Smith, Laura 
Be Shell Stokes, Kim Maher, Martha 
N ger-O’Kelley. They're all here. Thank 
you very much for being here. 

Ladies and gentlemen and boys and girls, 
I want to talk to you today about what you're 
doing here and what we have to do as a na- 
tion to give our children the best education 
in the world. Just this month, as you can see 
from the extra press a aan ~ 
largest group o in the ry 
America school, the largest group of 
children ever, the first class of American chil- 
dren to be bigger than the biggest of the so- 
called baby-boom classes. 

The education that you receive today will 
determine the kind of country we live in and 
the kind of people we are tomorrow. We 
must say to ourselves, to our children and 
for our future, we will and receive 
the highest standards from our students, our 
teachers, our schools, and all of us who have 
a responsibility to lift them up and support 
them. 


You know, our country has had an interest- 
ing 4 years. I have pursued a straightforward 
strategy, that I believe in very much, to help 
all of you go into the 21st century with every 
person, every person that was talked about 
in the introduction, without regard to their 
race, their religion, their ethnic group, their 
background, where they start in life, every 

rson having a chance to live out their 
Seaeeand ive apse hah Steiimaaealie 
tial. The strategy is: opportunity for every- 
one, responsibility from everyone, and an 
American community where everyone—ev- 
eryone—has a place, plays a role, and we all 
grow stronger together. And I believe that 
is the key to realizing our dreams in the 21st 
century. 

If you look at where we are today, com- 

to where we were 4 years ago, this 
strategy is showing some results. We have 
the lowest unemployment rates in 7% years; 
we have 10% million new jobs; we have al- 
most 4% million new homeowners. We have 
a record number of new small businesses 
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starting in our country in every year, record 
exports, the deficit has been cut in all 4 years 
for the first time since before the Civil War. 
We are moving in the right direction. 

There are 1.8 million fewer people on wel- 
fare; child support collections are up 40 per- 
cent. In October, 10 million hard-working 
Americans will get an increase in their mini- 
mum wage, and all small-business people will 
get tax cuts when they invest more in their 
businesse; or when they buy health insur- 
ance. And it will be easier for them to take 
out retirement plans for themselves and their 
employees and for people to keep their re- 
tirement when they move from job to job. 

Twelve million Americans have taken ad- 
vantage of the family leave law, when a baby 
was born or a parent was sick, to keep their 
job, not lose it, and take care of their families. 
This country is moving in the right direction. 

The Kennedy-Kassebaum health care re- 
form bill made 25 million Americans eligible 
to get or keep their health insurance by say- 
ing you cannot be denied health insurance 
because somebody in your family has been 
sick or because you have to change jobs. That 
is a major step forward to strengthen the se- 
curity of America’s families. 

And as we go forward, particularly in this 
election season, I ask you to remember that 
what works in our political system is not ask- 
ing, who is to blame? What works is asking, 
what are we going to do together to make 
things better? And let’s ask those questions 
and make this a season of ideas, not insults. 
We can lift the American people up. We can 
learn things from each other, and we can 
move this country forward. 

Yes, we should build a bridge to the 21st 
century big enough and strong enough for 
every single one of the children in California 
and the children in the United States to walk 
across, and I want you, each and every one 
of you, to help to build that bridge. Will you 
do that? Caglonse’ 

We should build a bridge with a growing 
economy, with a balanced budget that keeps 
interest rates down but does not harm Medi- 
care and Medicaid, our commitment to edu- 
cation, to research, to preserving our envi- 
ronment. We should build a bridge where 
all Americans take responsibility. 
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The crime rate has gone down for 4 years 
now. We've got to keep it going down for 
4 more years, and I want you to help me 
do that. Let’s support our police on the 
street. Let’s support the D.A.R.E. officers in 
the schools, preaching safe and drug-free 
schools. I appointed a Reoan general, Gen- 
eral Barry McCaffrey, to lead our fight 
against drugs. His last post in the military 
required him to do everything he could to 
stop drugs from coming into our country as 
the commander of all of our forces south of 
our border. Today he’s in Los Angeles, carry- 
ing on that fight. But that’s everyone’s fight, 
and everyone has to take responsibility for 
waging it. 

We should build a bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury where people can succeed at home and 
at work. We dare not ask our people to sac- 
rifice their responsibilities as parents to suc- 
ceed in the workplace, and we cannot expect 
people to have to fail in the workplace just 
to be good parents. We have to find a way 
to do both, and we have to build that bridge 
to the 21st century. 

We have to build a bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury with a clean environment. Two-thirds— 
two-thirds—of our toxic waste sites can be 
cleaned up in the next 4 years, all of the worst 
ones. Let me tell you why that’s important. 
We cleaned up more toxic waste dumps in 
3 years than were cleaned up in the 12 years 
before I became President. But there are 
still—listen to this—there are still 10 million 
American children living within just 4 miles 
of a toxic waste dump. That is wrong. Our 
kids should be growing up next to aly not 
poison, and we need to build that bridge to 
the 21st century. 

But nothing is more important to building 
that bridge to a brighter future than what 
is being done here at Morris Dailey, commu- 
nities creating a good education, young peo- 
ple taking responsibility for making the most 
of their potential. There are so many people 
here who deserve our praise and our thanks 
throughout this community with your com- 
munity-wide literacy program, all of the 
things that are being done here. 

And let me say that I appreciate what Cal 
Dooley said. I don’t know if you can say that 
we've made more efforts to help our schools 
and our children than ever before in history, 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 12 


but I hope it’s true. I'll say this: If we do 
it for 4 more years, it will be true. We have 
expanded Head Start, we've expanded the 
availability of college loans with the Goals 
2000 program. We’ve given schools the flexi- 
bility to pursue national standards of excel- 
lence with local grassroots reforms. We have 
done a lot to help schools in California and 
other places try new experiments, allowin 
teachers to form even new schools, call 
charter schools. There are over 300 in the 
country, 90 of them right here in California, 
and our administration has helped to start 
them. Our next budget calls for 3,000 more. 
I believe we should let 1,000 flowers bloom, 
whatever it takes to bring the families, the 
parents, the community leaders in to support 
the teachers and the principals and the edu- 
cators, so that together we can have the kind 
of village that it takes to make sure our chil- 
dren have excellence in education. 

We should have higher standards. Eve 
diploma should mean something. Standard- 
ized tests don’t always work, but we can de- 
velop those, which we give and which are 

sed as people are promoted, so that you 
ow that when you get a diploma it means 
something. 

And rd like to talk about just three other 
things that I think we ought to do. I am so 
impressed by the work being done here in 
literacy and by the work being done in this 
school. But you should know that in our 
country as a whole—partly because we have 
so many young people whose first language 
is not English—40 percent of our third grad- 
ers still cannot read a book on their own. 
One of the things that we ought to commit 
ourselves to as a country is to say by the year 
2000, every 8-year-old in America will be 
able to pick up an appropriate book and say, 
“I read this all by myself.” 

I have proposed sending 30,000 literacy tu- 
tors, AmeriCorps volunteers, young college 
students on work-study, and others to mobi- 
lize a million citizen volunteers to show up 
at any school that needs them and say, “What 
can we do? We're there; we're trained; we'll 
help.” We want our children to be able to 
read, every single one of them, so they can 
make the most of the rest of their education. 

Second thing we ought to do is to make 
sure that every classroom in America, like 
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Debbie Manning's class today, is connected 
not just with computers and software but 
connected to the information superhighway, 
to the vast network of information that opens 
the whole world up potentially to every stu- 
dent in every classroom. 

Last March the Vice President and I 
joined other Californians on NetDay, con- 
necting 4,000 schools in one day. On October 
12th, Californians again will come together 
to connect more be rt If in 4 years we 
can connect every classroom and every li- 
brary in America to the information super- 
highway with adequate computers, good edu- 
cational software, and trained teachers, for 
the first time in the entire history of the Unit- 
ed States, every child—from the poorest 
inner-city school to the most remote moun- 
tain rural district to the wealthiest schools 
in America—every child for the first time will 
have access to the same information, in the 
same way, in the same time, at the same qual- 
ity. It will revolutionize educational opppr- 
tunity in America. That’s a bridge we have 
to build to the 21st century. 

We have to do a better job of preparing 
and supporting our teachers. For the past 2 
years, the National Commission on Teaching 
and America’s Future—chaired by my 
friend, the Governor of North Carolina, Jim 
Hunt—-studied the state of teaching in Amer- 
ica. The Secretary of Education, Dick Riley, 
today is announcing their findings in Wash- 
ington. 

The report makes it clear that we should 
have high standards for teachers but that too 
often teachers are not rewarded when they 
do a good job. If the treatment is the same, 
if the support is the same whether people 
are succeeding or not, we don’t have the right 
incentives. We have to make sure that teach- 
ers are properly prepared, that they're sup- 
ported throughout their teaching careers, 
that they can count on community support 
they need. We have to recruit and retain 
good people. We have to require the right 
high licensing and certification standards. We 
ought to find ways to identify and reward 
good teachers. We should be lifting our 
teachers up, not bashing them and finding 
ways just to be critical. 

And if—when people should not be in the 
classroom, the removal should occur fairly 
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school system for all of our children.” 

Today I am the of Edu- 
cation to work with States and local school 
districts to follow up on these commission 
recommendations. I that some 
here in Fresno will read this report. A 
of times, these reports are ignored, but this 
is a good one, and it’s worth reading. 

2b cea every State 
in this country rmation about 
ee aCAats Oncaea, 
achieve the hi standards for teachers. 
Second, to co information from eve: 


State about what is working and share it wi 

other States and school districts. And finally, 
to issue reports to let parents know how well 
their States, their community is doing in pro- 
moting excellence and demanding account- 


ability. We have to set higher standards for 
all education, including our schools and our 
communities. We have to do our part, each 
and every one of us, if we're going to have 
the best schools in the world. 

And , let me say we have to make 
sure eae youn mn and women who 
will be finishing these wonderful schools 
we're going to build, every single one of 
them, without regard to their economic cir- 
cumstances and their parents, when they 
need it have the opportunity to go to college 
and get a college anaiee 

In the last 4 years, we have ded col- 
lege scholarships for needy ouliem, we've 

rmed the college loan program to reduce 

the costs and improve the repayment terms 

so that you can never be ch more than 

a _—_—— of your income if you're in our 

and no one ever need 

_ going to eine they don’t think 

they can repay ie leon We've gn Sas 
young people ale in AmeriCorps, earn 


money for college while they serve in 
Sie licens Uiecedaates he ome 


. 1 want to make this commitment and ask you 


= Sy 
it to at 2 years 
after 


By the 2000, we 

of education 
me ome! » to epee 
nity ap cond just as universal in 4 


ey school diploma is today. And 


We cbesdd Lave « 61,500 tex credh which 
will cover the cost of community college edu- 
cation, a HOPE Scholarship, for every per- 
son in this country who it. If we would 
simply pay for this in the form of a tax credit, 
then ws we could say we are makin 

aauiitte ap aa 
you're al go and do a 
good job. ere Pena arnt 
ments we ever made. 


For those who go on to 4-year schools or 


graduate schools, I believe we should provide 


a tax deduction of up to $10,000 a year for 
the cost of tuition so people can afford to 
go on with their education. And I propose 
to let families with incomes of up to $100,000 
save more money in an IRA and withdraw 
from that IRA without any penalty to 

for an education. That wall wy 
open ba doors of college moran han all. 

And I might say, eve of that tax 
ye > in ey nea udget plan, 

dime. We’re not going to let interest 
rates go up; we're not going to let the deficit 
go up; we're not going to go back in the di- 
rection that got us in so much trouble before. 
We're goin § to educate America, build 
America, and lift Americans up through edu- 
cation, all Americans. 

Now, think of this. Think of this. If we 
do all these things, we will reach our dream 
of a bright future for all Americans who are 
willing to work for it, an America in which 
every 8-year-old will be able to read, every 
12-year-old will be able to in on the 
Internet, every 18-year-old will be able to go 
to college, every parent that loses a job will 
be able to go back and get a better education 
- move up, not down, in economic well- 

— = that bridge to the 21st century 

big me and strong enough for 

every single one of us to walk across together. 

Will you help me build that bridge? [Ap- 
plause] 
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Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the 
Morris E. Elementary School. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Principal Powell, 
— Debbie Manning, and student Shianne 


Remarks at Rancho Cucamonga, 
California 


September 12, 1996 


The President. Wow! Thank you very 
much. Thank you all. Thank you for coming. 
Thank you for standing out here on this hot, 
fine day. Thank you for your enthusiasm. 
Thank you, thank am you. Thank you, 
Dr. Jerry Young, for making me feel so wel- 
come at Chaffey College and for the work 
you do here. Thank you, Congressman 
George Brown. Ladies and gentlemen, there 
is not a Member of the entire Congress who 
knows more about the role of technology in 
your future, in California’s future, in Ameri- 
ca’s future than George Brown, and I hope 
you will send him to the United States 
Congress so that he can continue to serve 


you. 
Thank you, Kerri Matthews, thank you for 
your wonderful — Thank you for bring- 
chil 


ing your wonde dren and thank you 
for the power of your example. You, in your 
efforts to be a parent, a learner, 
and a su worker in the future, you're 
what this country is all about, and I’m proud 
to be on the platform with you. 

I would like to thank the folks who were 
here before, Lieutenant Governor Gra 
Davis, State Comptroller Kathleen Connell, 
Assemblyman Joe Baca, Mayor Bill Alexan- 
der, Art Torres, the San Bernardino —~ 
supervisors who were here, the other officials 
who were here, and I would like to thank 
the Olympians who were here, Mike Powell 
and Evelyn Ashford. Thank you. Where are 
they? They're over here somewhere. Thank 
you. Hi, Evelyn. Hi, Mike. Thank you. 

I'd like to thank Karen -er set ea 
national anthem, the Rancho Cucamonga 
High School Marching Cougar Band. Thank 
you very much. Thank you. The Loveland 
Church Choir, thank you for singing. I'll tell 
you, I have had a good time , and I 
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thank you for that. Thank you for these great 
signs out here. 

You know, so many times in the last 4 years 
when I have come to California, I have come 
to help the people of California with a prob- 
lem they had, whether it was an earthquake, 
a fire, a flood, a base closing, trying to protect 
our borders in the south—always a —— 
I come to tell you we've been 
working — arena me sgh 
— of California, and we're on the right 

to the 21st century. 

In this election season, you have to ask first 
of all where are we now compared to where 
we were 4 years ago, when we had high un- 
employment, stagnant wages, rising crime, a 
dividing society, and rising cynicism. Look at 
where we are . The lowest unemploy- 
ment in 74 years, 10% million new jobs, 
nearly 4% million new homeowners, the 
deficit’s gone down for 4 years in a row by 
60 percent, the first time that’s 
since before the Civil War in the 1840's. 
We're in better shape than we were 4 years 


“eFifteen million of the hardest pressed 
working Americans got a tax cut so they could 
raise their children and work and not be 
tempted to fall back into welfare. The welfare 
rolls are down by 1.8 million and child sup- 
port collections are up by $3 billion, 40 per- 
cent. 

For 4 , the crime rate has gone down, 
12 atin deiataate got to take eittle time 
off from work when a baby was born or a 
parent was sick without | their jobs be- 
cause of the family and leave law. 
On October the Ist, the new minimum wage 
law will become effective and 10 million 
Americans will get a raise. 

That law will also make every small busi- 
ness in America eligible for a tax cut when 
they buy health insurance. They'll make it 
easier for small businesses to invest in their 
businesses, to hire more people, and they will 
be eligible for more tax relief. And we made 
it easier for people who work for small busi- 
nesses to take out retirement plans and to 
keep them when they change jobs, and so 
many people change jobs today that’s very 
important. 

And finally, that bill gave parents who 
adopt children a $5,000 tax credit to promote 
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adoptive families. There’s a lot of children 
out there who need it, and I hope it helps. 

We passed the health care reform bill chat 
made 25 million Americans eligible to get 
or keep health insurance by saying simply, 
you cannot lose your health insurance or be 
denied it now just because somebody in your 
family has been sick, or you moved from job 
to job. It can revolutionize health care secu- 
rity for millions of Americans. 

And you may have noticed that at the 
Democratic Convention, I said that I thought 
we ought to do more in health care, and two 
things I mentioned: One, I don’t think it’s 
right to throw a new mother and her new- 
born child out of the hospital before at least 
48 hours go by; and I believe we ought to 
make a beginning at providing some insur- 
ance for le. There are millions and mil- 
lions and millions of families who need some 
health care in the mental health area, and 
I think we ought to make a beginning of that, 
and I’m here to tell you that this week, the 
Congress in both Houses has voted to do 


both those things. We are moving in the right 
direction, we are on the right track to the 
21st century. 

Now folks, I have tried in the last 4 years 
to move our country toward the America I 
want for the 2ist century, a country in which 
every person, without regard to color, el 


der, or any other difference can live out their 
dreams and live up to their God-given capac- 
ity, a country where—look out at this sea of 
people—where all of us with all of our diver- 
sity will be able to come together and not 
be divided, a country that will still be the 
world’s strongest force for peace and free- 
dom and prosperity. And our formula is sim- 
ple: We have to meet our challenges; we have 
to protect our values, opportunity for all, re- 
sponsibility from all, and a a in 
which every single person who works hard 
and plays by the rules no matter whatever 
else you want to say about them has got a 
role to play, a place at the table, and we'll 
be walking across that bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury together. I want you to help me build 
that bridge. Will you do it? [Applause] 

So now, we have to ask ourselves: Are we 

ing to build a bridge to the future, or a 

ridge to the past? Are we going to build 
a bridge where everybody can walk across 
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because we recognize our obligations to help 
each other make the most of our own lives, 
or are we going to say, “You're on your own.” 

Frankly folks, I think Americans ought to 
work the way our community colleges work. 
Look at this place. It is democratic, small “d.” 
That is, it’s open to all; it’s flexible; it’s ori- 
ented toward results; the programs have to 
be good and relevant. Otherwise people 
don’t profit from them when they leave; 
they're changing all the time; and they rep- 
resent partnerships between people in busi- 
ness and people in education; and no one 
asks you what your political party is or what 
your position on this, that, or the other issue 
is. You’re just given a chance to make the 
most of your own life. Nobody gives you a 
guarantee, but everybody gets a chance. 
That’s the kind of America I want to build 
for everybody all the time. 

Since I became President, I’ve worked as 
hard as I could to change the way politics 
works in Washington, to get away from the 
old “who are we going to blame” politics, 
and instead say, “What are we going to do 
about it? How are we going to make America 
better?” No more who to blame. Let’s ask 
what to do. No more insults, let’s have a cam- 
paign and a life in America of ideas and 
change, positive change toward a better fu- 
ture. 

We still have a lot to do if we're going 
to build the right kind of bridge to the 21st 
century. We have to provide the best edu- 
cational opportunity in the world to every- 
body. And. fet me just mention two or three 
things. Number one, I have proposed a pro- 
gram to mobilize 30,000 mentors, including 
college students on work-study, AmeriCorps 
volunteers, other trained teachers to mobilize 
a million volunteers to go into all of our 
schools where there are reading problems so 
that every 8-year-old in America will be able 
to read on his or her own by the year 2000. 

I want to have a country where every class- 
room in America, every single classroom and 
library in America is hooked up to the infor- 
mation superhighway, with good computers, 
good teachers, and the Internet and the 
World Wide Web for eve . What that 
means is, if we do that, for the first time 
in history every student in every classroom 
in the poorest urban areas and the most re- 
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mote rural areas will have access to the same 
learning in the same way at the same quality 
in the same time as the people in the wealthi- 
est institutions in America. It will revolution- 
ize opportunity in education, and we have 
to do it. 

I want to help our public schools to meet 
their challenges, to stay open later for the 
kids that need a place to go, a positive place 
to go, to have more flexibility to get greater 
results, to be judged by their standards, but 
to be given freedom from rules that stifle 
them. I’ve done a lot I’m very proud of in 
this area because I spent a lot of time in pub- 
lic schools as well as community colleges. 

One of the things that California has led 
the way in is in the creation of new schools 
in public school districts, called charter 
schools, where a group of teachers gets to- 
gether and says, “Here’s who we're going to 
serve. Here’s what we're going to produce. 
Give us a charter and if we don’t produce 
it, take it away from us. Hold us accountable. 
We'll educate our children better.” 

There are about 350 of these schools in 
America today, 90 of them in California. 
Today, we released another $1% million to 
put 12 more in California, and if you will 
give me 4 more years, we'll build 3,000 more 
in America and all across this country. 

Finally, let me say that we have to make 
college education available to every single 
solitary person in America. Within 4 years, 
if we do the right things, we can make a de- 
gree from a community college just as uni- 
versal in America as a high school diploma 
is today. Will you help me build that bridge 
to the 21st century? [Applause] 

Here’s how we're going to do it. I propose 
to give families a tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar 
as a in their taxes for the cost of the 
average community college tuition for 2 years 
so that everybody can afford to go to commu- 
nity college. We'll make it free. All you have 
to do is show up, do a good job, make your 
grades, learn, and go on to build a better 
life. It'll make America stronger. 

And I want to make it easier for people 
to go on to 4-year schools, to postgraduate 
education, for older people to go back to col- 
lege. So we also propose a $10,000 tax deduc- 
tion for the cost of any college tuition after 
high school for people of any age. We will 
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do this. And when we do, America will be 
stronger. 

Finally, let me say that I think families 
ought to be able to save, and save more 
through an IRA, an individual retirement ac- 
count, and then withdraw from it without any 
tax penalty for education or buying a first 
home or taking care of their health care 
needs. Now, we can revolutionize edu- 
cational opportunity. If we do those things 
and you keep doing your job here, we will 
be able to say in 4 years, “We've opened the 
doors of college to every person in America 
and a college education at least at a commu- 
nity college is just as universal in the year 
2000 as a high school diploma was 4 years 
ago.” Will you help me build that bridge to 
the 21st century? [Applause] 

We have to keep working to keep this 
economy growing. California’s suffered too 
much and too long, and there are still people 
here who want jobs who don’t have them. 
That means we have to keep interest rates 
down and investment going. That means we 
have to balance the budget, yes, but we have 
to do it in a way that continues to invest in 
the technologies of the future and the edu- 
cation of our people, in the protection of the 
environment and providing the protection 
that Medicare and Medicaid give to children, 
to families with disabilities, and to the elder- 
ly. We don’t want to divide this country, and 
we don’t have to, to balance the budget. Will 
you help me do it in the right way? [Ap- 
plause| That’s an important part of our 
bridge to the 21st century. 

We have to build a bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury that keeps the crime rate coming down. 
We've got 4 years of declining crime. The 
leaders of our friends in the other party, they 
fought us on the crime bill. They're still 
against putting 100,000 police on the street, 
although for the life of me I can’t figure out 
why. They were against the Brady bill, they 
were against the assault weapons ban. They 
told people they would lose their weapons. 
Well, it’s 4 years later. Not a single hunter, 
not a single sportsman has lost a single weap- 
on. But 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers 
did not get handguns to terrorize the Amer- 
ican people because of the Brady bill, and 
we are safer because of it. 
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We ought to go further. We ought to ban 
the cop-killer bullets and we ought to extend 
the Brady bill and say, “If you have brutalized 
your spouse or your child, you ought not to 
be eligible to get a handgun either.” Will you 
help me build that bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury? [Applause] 

We passed welfare reform, but all it does 
is give us a chance to reform welfare. It says 
now people on welfare will still get health 
care for their kids and nutrition and child 
care, if they take a job, more than ever be- 
fore. But the income must now be used to 
move people to work. So I have a plan to 
create a million jobs. I don’t want to see chil- 
dren and their parents in the street. I want 
everybody working and succeeding at home 
and at work. Will you help me create those 
million jobs to put people to work who have 
never had it before? [Applause] 

I want us to build a stronger American 
community and a stronger and safer world. 
That means we have to build strong families. 
I'm proud of the fact that the first bill I 
signed was the family and medical leave law, 
and I'd like to see it expanded a little to say 
you can also keep your job and still have a 
little time off to take your child to the doctor 
or to that parent-teacher conference at the 
school. It'll make America stronger. 

We've had 10% million new jobs since I 
signed the family leave law, it’s been good 
for business because when families are 
happy, when they’re succeeding at raising 
their children, they're more productive at 
work, and they make America stronger. Let 
it be our goal to say, success at home and 
success at work go hand in hand. Will you 
help me build that bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury? [Applause] 

Let me say in California you know we have 
to build a bridge that protects our environ- 
ment. I’m proud that we’ve destroyed more 
toxic waste dumps in 3 years than were de- 
stroyed in the 12 years before I took office; 
proud that our air is cleaner, that our food 
is safer; very, very proud that we created the 
country’s largest national park south of Alas- 
ka here in California in the Mojave Desert; 
very proud that we saved Yellowstone from 
a gold mine and that we are moving forward 
on a whole broad range of fronts. 
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But we still have problems. Ten million 
American children—10 million—live within 
4 miles of a toxic waste dump, and that’s 
wrong. In 4 more years, if you will give them 
to us, we'll close 500 of those dumps, the 
worst ones, because our children should 
up next to parks, not poison. Will you rr 
me build tha t bridge to the 21st century? 
[Applause } 

Finally, let me say that we have to build 
a bridge to the 21st century that is safe for 
our children. I am so proud of the fact that 
just a couple of days = almost every coun- 
try in the world—only three voting no— 
voted to ban the testing of nuclear weapons 
forever. We are making this a safer world. 

I’m proud of the fact that there are no 
nuclear missiles pointed at America’s chil- 
dren for the first time since the dawn of the 
nuclear age, proud that your country is lead- 
ing the way to peace and prosperity. But we 
have more to 7 We have more to do. You 
saw it in Iraq. We cannot allow anybody any- 
where to believe they are not bound by the 
rules of civilized behavior. 

So I say again, I don’t want to get in a 
word war with Saddam Hussein, but we’re 

‘oing to do whatever it takes to keep him 
rom threatening his neighbors, threatening 
our pilots, and we're going to enforce the 
no-fly zone. 

Let me make this last point: I believe that 
all of you, particularly those of you who are 
young, who have more tomorrows than yes- 
terdays to look forward to—I believe you will 
grow up in a more peaceful world than any 
we've known in a long, long time. But we 
know it’s not a world free of threats. We 
know we have to deal with terrorism. We 
know we have to deal with all the ethnic and 
racial and religious wars that still engulf the 
world. We know we have to deal with orga- 
nized crime and drug smuggling. We know 
we have to deal with the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

That’s why I have worked so hard to rally 
the nations of the world to say we're going 
to have zero tolerance for terrorism and why 
we're working so hard to make airline travel 
and airports safer in America. And I want 
you to support what we're trying to do. 

But today in the United States Senate 
there’s a big decision being made that most 
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—_ have never talked about. They're de- 
ting something called the Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention. It is a treaty that will in- 
crease the safety of our soldiers and our citi- 
zens by reducing the dangers posed by poi- 
son gas. That seems a long way away But 
remember, it wasn’t so very long ago that 
a lot of innocent citizens were killed in Japan 
by a fanatic terrorist who exposed them to 
poison gas in a subway. We've got to do ev- 
erything we possibly can to minimize the ex- 
posure of our people to this gas. 

Now, this treaty was negotiated by Presi- 
dent Bush. Then I submitted it to the Senate 
3 years ago for ratification. This has been a 
bipartisan effort all along the way. General 
Colin Powell supports it. President Bush is 
working for it. His National Security Adviser 
is working for it. The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
are working for it, but bitter partisan debate 
has broken out in the last few days and has 
threatened to derail this treaty. I want you 
to be protected from the dangers of poison 
gas insofar as we can humanly do it, and I 
ask you to join with me in asking the Senate 
to resolve the remaining questions, put par- 
tisanship aside, and put America on the side 
of a safer world without poison gas being ex- 

to our citizens or our soldiers. Will you 
elp me build that bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury? [Applause] 

Now, before I go, let me just ask you to 
remember what I said about the rope 
colleges. Don’t you want a country in whic 
we're coming together, instead of being di- 
vided? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Don’t you want a country 
in which we all roll up our sleeves and say, 
“We're going to work together to give each 
other the chance to make the most of our 
lives?” 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Don’t you think my wife 
was right when she said it takes a village to 
raise a child? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Don’t you think that we're 
far better off building a adap to the future 
than a bridge to the past? 

Audience members. Yes! 
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The President. | want you to think about 
this. Just look around this crowd today. Look 
around this crowd. When I represented the 
United States at the opening of the Olympics 
and I watched all the teams come in, it was 
thrilling to me that there were people from 
197 different nations there. And then I re- 
membered I was looking at our own team, 
when Hillary and Chelsea and I went to visit 
with them, and I thought, you know, if the 
people from America, if they didn’t have the 
American outfits on, you wouldn’t have a clue 
where they were from. If you herded the 
American team up you could say, “Well, that 
one’s from Africa; that one’s from Scandina- 
via; that one’s from the Middle East; this 
one’s from Asia; this one’s from India.” They 
were from everywhere. 

There were 197 nations represented at the 
Olympics. In Los Angeles County there are 
people from 150 of those 197 places. And 
I want you to think about that, not only today, 
not only for the next 8 weeks, but for the 
rest of your life. This is a country founded 
220 years ago by people who said, “We be- 
lieve all people are created equal.” 

We didn’t behave that way then. We don’t 
behave that way perfectly today, but that’s 
what we believe. And we have to stand up 
and say to everybody, “If you believe in the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the Declara- 
tion of Independence, if you’re willing to 
show up tomorrow and be a good citizen and 
work hard, you’re our kind of American. We 
don’t need to know anything else about you. 
You’re part of our American community.” 
Will you help me build a bridge that all 
Americans can walk across to the 21st cen- 
tury? [Applause] 

Keep your spirits up, keep your determina- 
tion up, and keep your eye on the future. 
Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. at 
Chaffey Community College. In his remarks, he 
referred to Jerry Young, president, and Kerri Mat- 
thews, student body president, Chaffey Commu- 
nity College; Art Torres, chairman, California 
Democratic Party; and singer Karen Kraft. 
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Statement on Counter-Terrorism 
Initiatives 
September 12, 1996 


I have sent to the Congress $1.097 billion 
in proposals to strengthen our antiterrorism, 
counter-terrorism, and security efforts in this 
country and abroad. 

These proposals include fiscal 1996 sup- 
plemental appropriations for the Depart- 
ment of Defense as well as fiscal 1997 budget 
amendments to my appropriations requests 
now pending before the Congress. 

On July 29, I met with the bipartisan lead- 
ership of the Congress to discuss an appro- 
priate Federal response to the threat of ter- 
rorism, adding to the strong antiterrorism ini- 
tiatives my administration had already taken. 
This package of budget proposals is the prod- 
uct of an interagency review that I ordered, 
subsequent to that meeting, in the wake of 
recent acts of domestic and international ter- 
rorism. It is a comprehensive, balanced pro- 
gram to address this urgent requirement, and 
I urge the Congress to act expeditiously on 
it. 

Over the past year, the danger to U.S. 
forces and installations from international 
terrorism has grown. At my direction, the 
Department of Defense and the — 
community identified measures to enhance 
programs to deter and thwart terrorism. My 
requests for 1996 supplemental appropria- 
tions will fund the most urgent of fan 
These requests total $353 million for various 
antiterrorism activities to increase physical 
security at overseas installations and to im- 
prove intelligence capabilities to detect and 
combat terrorist activity. 

We have already begun to address the 
problems resulting from heightened terrorist 
activity. Last month, I approved the reloca- 
tion of U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf region 
to lower threat areas. Though the Saudi Ara- 
bian government agreed to cover some costs 
to support this relocation, our forces have 
had to redirect funds from ongoing oper- 
ations. Thus, to limit the adverse effects to 
the Department of Defense operations and 
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provide sufficient funds for these critical 
antiterrorism measures, I urge the Congress 
to act upon these supplemental requests as 
soon as possible. 

The rest of the $1.097 billion in proposals 
is comprised of $728 million in 1997 budget 
amendments for my antiterrorism, counter- 
terrorism, and security proposals as well as 
requests for contingent emergency funding. 

it includes $207 million for the Depart- 
ment of Justice, $154 million of which would 
go to the FBI for additional positions and 
antiterrorism support; $201 million for the 
Department of Transportation, $198 million 
of which would go to the Federal Aviation 
Administration to purchase explosives detec- 
tion devices and perform passenger profiling 
and screening; and $147 million for the De- 
partment of the Treasury, $66 million of 
which would go to the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms to enhance its ability 
to respond to terrorist threats and investigate 
crimes involving explosives, and $60 million 
of which would go to the U.S. Customs Serv- 
ice to increase its capacity to screen pas- 
sengers and detect dangerous materials. 

This package of proposals reflects my com- 
prehensive strategy to fight terrorism on 
three fronts: (1) beyond our borders, to work 
more closely with our friends and allies; (2) 
at home, giving law enforcement the most 
powerful counter-terrorism tools available; 
and, (3) in our airports, by increasing aviation 
security. 

Congressional spending levels for defense 
contain substantial increases over my budget 
request—in particular, for certain procure- 
ment and research and development projects 
that are not contained in the Department of 
Defense’s long-term planning requirements. 
I believe that we can provide for our military 
readiness, antiterrorism activities, and for 
other important national needs in the context 
of an agreement with the Congress on FY 
1997 spending levels. 

I strongly urge the Congress to enact this 
package as quickly as possible. 
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Memorandum on Promoting 
Excellence and Accountability in 
Teaching 


September 12, 1996 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Education 


Subject: Promoting Excellence and 
Accountability in Teaching 


Every child needs—and deserves—dedi- 
cated, outstanding teachers, who know their 
subject matter, are effectively trained, and 
know how to teach to high standards and to 
make learning come alive for students. 

In order to make sure every child has the 
teachers he or she deserves, as a Nation we 
must: 

e Recruit and retain the most talented 

people into teaching; 

e Require tougher licensing and certifi- 
cation standards for teachers, invest in 
high-quality preparation and ongoing 
training to help teachers meet these 
standards, and increase dramatically the 
number of teachers who meet the de- 
manding standards set by the National 
Board for Professional Teaching Stand- 
ards; 

Remove incompetent teachers quickly, 
fairly, and at less cost than at present 
and for those teachers who need such 
assistance, try to restore their enthu- 
siasm or counsel them out of the profes- 
sion; and 
Create systems for identifying and re- 
warding good teachers for achieving 
outstanding levels of knowledge and 
skills, especially as reflected in National 
Board Standards or other standards of 
= adopted by States or local school 
istricts. 

I hereby direct you to assist States and 
local communities in meeting these chal- 
lenges by: 

(1) Notifying State and local education of- 
ficials within 90 days of the date of this 
memorandum of the Federal resources avail- 
able to address these challenges; and 

(2) Identifying and disseminating within 6 
months promising State and local practices 
responding to each of these challenges. 


1741 


Please report annually to me on how States 
and local communities are responding to 
these challenges. 


William J. Clinton 


Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in 
Beverly Hills, California 
September 12, 1996 


Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank 
you, Hillary. I'm we i you had a good day. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank all of you for being here, 
but let me say a special word of thanks to 
Ron and to Jan Burkle for opening their 
home to us. We've made a lot of jokes about 
it tonight, but this place is a national treasure. 
And it’s a great honor for us to be here. And 
I’m grateful for their friendship. Thank you, 
Ron, so much for everything. 

Thank you, David Geffen, for telling us 
the story of your mother, for living the 
dreams of your parents, and for being not 
only a great citizen but an honest and true 
friend—always tells me exactly what you 
think—{laughter|—always in the spirit of 
friendship and loyalty to your country. And 
I thank you so much. 

I thank the Hollywood Women’s Political 
Committee for your role in this evening. I 
want to thank everyone who worked on this 
event, all the stagehands and everybody else 
who made Tom Hanks miserable up here. 
[Laughter] Did you love seeing Tom Hanks? 
I visualized him, fistfuls of Oscars, miserable 
up here with nothing happening. [Laughter] 

Tom, you have suffered so much tonight 
it’s okay with me if you go and do “Primary 
Colors” now. [Laughter] As a matter of fact, 
I'd like to see somebody make some money 
out of that thing using their own name. 
[Laughter] 

Thank you, Chicago. Thank you, Tom 
Scott. Thank you, Paula Poundstone. You 
were especially good tonight. I thank Aaron 
Neville and his brothers and his band. I thank 
the Eagles for helping us to live in the 
present and the past at the same time. 

Thank you, Maya, you were magnificent 
as always. I don’t know why anybody would 
want to take “I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings” out of the library. I think every child’s 
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heart would sing more who read it and the 
brave story of this remarkable woman. 

And thank you, Barbra, for being my 
friend and for sharing your extraordinary gift. 
I remember once when I was a young man, 
I always wondered what it would be like to 
really be friends with someone who had been 
given a gift from God that was breath- 
taking, you know, to have moves like Magic 
Johnson or do things that the Olympic cham- 
pions do. I think it’s remarkable that Barbra 
Streisand loves her country and is a good 
friend to so many of us, but especially to me, 
for doing this 4 years ago acai back 
tonight. I think it’s a good luck charm, and 
I thank you. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you came here to- 
night, you have generously contributed. 
There are many people here from our cam- 
paign and from the Democratic Party—I 
won't mention them all. I will say that this 
is our chairman, Don Fowler’s birthday, and 
this is the best birthday party he’s had in a 
long time. [Laughter] And the rest of us will 


be miserable thinking of an encore next year. 


You’ve earned the right to be liberated from 
a speech, and I’m about to do it for you. 

But I do want you to think about this: We 
are living through a time of unbelievable 
change in the way we work and we live and 
we relate to each other and the rest of the 
world. Just every one of you think how much 
what you do for a living has changed with 
technology, with the explosion of discoveries 
in the last few years. 

And the thing that bothered me most in 
1992, more than the stagnant economy, more 
than the rising crime rate, more than the 
threat of even the social divisions, was that 
people’s hearts were hardening about Amer- 
ica. This is a place that depends upon faith 
and hope and imagination. It is an idea. And 
we've been around for 220 years struggling 
to inch closer and closer and closer to what's 
in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and 
the Declaration of Independence, use 
there’s always been enough faith and hope 
and vision to go on. And it seemed that peo- 
ple were really beginning to lose that. 

What I want you to do tonight is to leave 
here feeling good, because I’ve just been on 
a train trip; I’ve just been on another one 


of our bus trips with Hillary and Al and Tip- 
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per, where he was doing his macarena thing. 
And thank you, Tom Hanks, for all the won- 
derful things you said about unquestionably 
the finest Vice President who ever served this 
country. Thank you. 

But on this train trip in these little towns 
there would be thousands of people coming 
up, cheering and singing and waiving their 
flags. And whenever we stopped, in all the 
stops we made, there were only two crowds 
of under 10,000 and there were several of 
20,000 and more. On Labor Day I went to 
De Pere, Wisconsin, a relatively small com- 
munity of under 30,000, but there were more 
than 30,000 people at our Labor Day rally 
there in the suburb of Green Bay. 

And today, just today I finished a swing 
out West at the Morris Dailey Elementary 
School in Fresno, and the Chaffey Commu- 
nity College in Rancho Cucamonga. I 
thought rd never say it. [Laughter] And 
there were not only large numbers of people 
there, but they were all different kinds of 
peo proud to be together, believing in the 
uture of their children, believing in their 
own future—young people. At this commu- 
nity college, there must have been about 
20,000 people there, and they were on fire 
because they know that this is a country in 
better shape than it was 4 years ago. They 
know that we have a path to the future that 
we can go. And they See we can go there 
together. And that’s just the way they want 
it. And I’m convinced the majority of our 
people believe that. 

So what you have done tonight is to make 
it possible for us to carry on that fight not 
just in the race for the Presidency but in all 
the others that embody the choice between 
building a bridge to the future and trying to 
build one to the past. We are just 4 years 
away from a new millennium, 4 more years 
away from proving that America has an un- 
limited capacity to be forever young and to 
keep its best days in front of it. And you have 
made it possible for us to pursue that with 
vigor and confidence and good heart. 

And I just want you to think about those 
children who were up on the stage tonight 
because whenever I finish speaking and I go 
down to those crowds and I look at youn 
people who believe in their own potenti 
and who do not like the idea that we have 
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to be divided and we have to leave some be- 
hind and who do believe it takes a village 
to make the most of all of our lives, I know 
why we're all doing this. 

That’s why you're here tonight. And from 
the bottom of my heart, I thank you. And 
I ask you to remember that there are still 
54 more days before anybody can celebrate 
anything—54 more days of fighting for the 
future of the children who closed this won- 
derful performance tonight. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 10:05 p.m. at the 
residence of Ron Burkle. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to actor Tom Hanks; saxophone player Tom 
Scott; comedienne Paula Poundstone; singer 
Barbra Streisand. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of these remarks. 


Proclamation 6916—National Farm 
Safety and Health Week, 1996 


September 13, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Farming is an occupation, both personally 
rewarding and vitally important, keeping gro- 
cery store shelves stocked with affordable 
and healthful food products for consumers. 
American farmers, ranchers, and their fami- 
lies are dedicated to producing crops and 
livestock that not only feed the American 
people, but also have become increasingly 
important to the global economy. 

The 2.1 million farms in the United States 
are predominately operated by farm and 
ranch families, who work long, grueling 
hours, exposed to hazards ranging from com- 
plicated machinery, to farm chemicals, un- 
predictable livestock, and variable weather. 
They also face danger from potentially toxic 
dusts and gases found in and around farm 
silos, manure storage facilities, and livestock 
confinement buildings. Workers must be 
constantly on guard as they face these haz- 
ardous by-products of agricultural work. 

Education and training programs, includ- 
ing “hands-on” intensive activities, have cre- 
ated an awareness among farmers and ranch- 


ers that personal safety equipment is a good 
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investment for preventing injuries and ill- 
nesses related to their work. 

Linked to these safety initiatives are pro- 
grams that bring about a higher level of per- 
sonal health awareness. This helps to reduce 
the levels of noise-induced hearing loss, sun 
exposure-related skin cancer, and the occu- 
pational respiratory ailments prevalent 
among agricultural workers in the United 
States. 

On America’s farms, young people are rou- 
tinely exposed to some of the same risks as 
adults. Their level of maturity, training, and 
experience should be considered when as- 
signing chores on the farm. Since many chil- 
dren live on farms, safe play areas should be 
designated to minimize their exposure to 
danger. 

In setting aside this special week each year 
to focus on the safety and health of farmers, 
ranchers, and their families, we demonstrate 
to our Nation’s citizens the importance of a 
strong agricultural industry as we approach 
the 21st century. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 15 
through September 21, 1996, as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
government agencies, businesses, and profes- 
sional associations that serve our agricultural 
sector to strengthen efforts to promote safety 
and health measures among our Nation’s 
farm and ranch workers. I also call upon our 
Nation to recognize Wednesday, September 
18, 1996, as a day set aside during it week 
to ‘pay special attention to the risks and haz- 
ards facing young people on farms and 
ranches. I would ask agricultural workers to 
take advantage of educational programs and 
technical advances that can help them avoid 
injury and illness. Finally, I call upon the citi- 
zens of our Nation to reflect upon the bounty 
we enjoy thanks to the labor of agricultural 
workers across our land. Join me in renewing 
our commitment to making their health and 
safety a national priority. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of 
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the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twenty-first. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 16, 1996] 


Nore: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 17. 


Message to the Congress on Iran 
September 13, 1996 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I hereby report to the Congress on devel- 
opments concerning the national emergency 
with respect to Iran that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, and 
matters relating to the measures in that order 
and in Executive Order 12959 of May 6, 
1995. This report is submitted pursuant to 
section 204(c) of the International Emer- 

ency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c) (IEEPA), and section 505(c) of the 
International Security and Development Co- 
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa— 
9(c). This report discusses only matters con- 
cerning the national emergency with respect 
to Iran that was declared in Executive Order 
12957 and does not deal with those relating 
to the emergency declared on November 14, 
1979, in connection with the hostage crisis. 

1. On March 15, 1995, I issued Executive 
Order 12957 (60 Fed. Reg. 14615, March 17, 
1995) to declare a national emergency with 
respect to Iran pursuant to IEEPA, and to 
prohibit the financing, management, or su- 
pervision by United States persons of the de- 
velopment of Iranian petroleum resources. 
This action was in response to actions and 
policies of the Government of Iran, including 
support for international terrorism, efforts to 
undermine the Middle East peace process, 
and the acquisition of weapons of mass de- 
struction and the means to deliver them. A 
copy of the order was provided to the Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives and the 
President of the Senate by letter dated 
March 15, 1995. Following the imposition of 
these restrictions with regard to the develop- 
ment of Iranian petroleum resources, Iran 
continued to engage in activities that rep- 
resent a threat to the peace and security of 
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all nations, including Iran’s continuing sup- 
rt for international terrorism, its support 

r acts that undermine the Middle East 
peace process, and its intensified efforts to 
acquire weapons of mass destruction. On 
May 6, 1995, I issued Executive Order 12959 
to further respond to the Iranian threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. 

Executive Order 12959 (60 Fed. Reg. 
24757, May 9, 1995) (1) prohibits exportation 
from the United States to Iran or to the Gov- 
ernment of Iran of goods, technology, or 
services; (2) prohibits the reexportation of 
certain U.S. goods and technology to Iran 
from third countries; (3) prohibits trans- 
actions such as brokering and other dealing 
by United States persons in goods and serv- 
ices of Iranian origin or owned or controlled 
by the Government of Iran; (4) prohibits new 
investments by United States persons in Iran 
or in property owned or controlled by the 
Government of Iran; (5) prohibits U.S. com- 
panies and other United States persons from 
approving, facilitating, or financing perform- 
ance by a foreign subsidiary or other entity 
owned or controlled by a United States per- 
son of certain reexport, investment, and cer- 
tain trade transactions that a United States 
person is prohibited from performing; (6) 
continue the 1987 prohibition on the impor- 
tation into the United States of goods and 
services of Iranian origin; (7) prohibits any 
transaction by any United States person or 
within the United States that evades or 
avoids or attempts to violate any prohibition 
of the order; and (8) allowed U.S. companies 
a 30-day period in which to perform trade 
transactions pursuant to contracts predating 
the Executive order. 

At the time of signing Executive Order 
12959, I directed the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to authorize through specific licensing 
certain transactions, including transactions 
by United States persons related to the Iran- 
United States Claims Tribunal in The Hague, 
established pursuant to the Algiers Accords, 
and related to other international obligations 
and United States Government functions, 
and transactions related to the export of agri- 
cultural commodities pursuant to preexistin 
contracts consistent with section 5712(c) of 
title 7, United States Code. I also directed 
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the Secretary of the Treasury in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, to consider au- 
thorizing United States persons through spe- 
cific licensing to participate in market-based 
swaps of crude oil from the Caspian Sea area 
for Iranian crude oil in support of energy 
projects in Azerbaijan, Kazakstan, and 
Turkmenistan. 

Executive Order 12959 revoked sections 
1 and 2 of Executive Order 12613 of October 
29, 1987, and sections 1 and 2 of Executive 
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, to the extent 
they are inconsistent with it. A copy of Exec- 
utive Order 12959 was transmitted to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate by letters dated 
May 6, 1995. 

2. On March 8, 1996, I renewed for an- 
other year the national emergency with re- 
spect to Iran pursuant to IEEPA. This re- 
newal extended the current comprehensive 
trade embargo against Iran in effect since 
May 1995. Under these sanctions, virtually 
all trade with Iran is prohibited except for 
information and informational materials and 
certain other limited exceptions. 

3. There were no amendments to the Ira- 
nian Transactions Regulations, 31 CFR Part 
560 (the “ITR”) during the reporting period. 

4. During the current 6-month period, the 
Department of the Treasury's Office of For- 
eign Assets Control (OFAC) made numerous 
decisions with respect to applications for li- 
censes to engage in transactions under the 
ITR, and issued 24 licenses. The majority of 
denials were in response to requests to au- 
thorize commercial exports to Iran and the 
importation of Iranian-origin goods. The ma- 
jority of the licenses issued authorized the 
completion of commodity “string trans- 
actions” entered into by U.S. parties with re- 
spect to foreign commodities and having no 
knowledge or control over the Iranian inter- 
est in the contracts; the export and reexport 
of goods, services, and technology essential 
to ensure the safety of civil aviation and safe 
operation of certain commercial passenger 
aircraft in Iran; licenses relating to Iranian 
participation in the 1996 Atlanta Olympic 
and Paralympic Games; the importation of 
Iranian-origin artwork for public exhibition; 
and certain humanitarian imports and ex- 
ports. In light of statutory restrictions appli- 
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cable to goods and technology involved in 
the air safety cases, the Department of the 
Treasury continues to consult and coordinate 
with the Departments of State and Com- 
merce on these matters, consistent with sec- 
tion 4 of Executive Order 12959. 

In consultation with the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Federal Reserve System and 
bank regulators in New York and California, 
OFAC revoked the licenses of all Iranian 
banking agencies in the United States. State 
regulators then required them to convert to 
Representative Office status. There are now 
no Iranian banks authorized to conduct bank- 
ing business in the United States. Activities 
have been restricted to “limited representa- 
tion,” allowing only research and coordina- 
tion with U.S. holders of affiliate correspond- 
ent accounts. 

Bank Saderat, Iran’s New York Represent- 
ative Office, was nominated by the Central 
Bank of Iran to act as its agent for procedures 
outlined in the “Airbus” settlement at The 
Hague. Accordingly, Bank Saderat was sepa- 
rately licensed by OFAC for the limited pur- 
pose of collecting information for the Central 
Bank of Iran about U.S. commercial claims 
against Iranian banks. The information will 
be forwarded to and cleared by Iranian and 
State Department officials and used in mak- 
ing independent determinations as to which 
claims can be paid from a special escrow ac- 
count established at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York. 

The U.S. financial community continues to 
interdict transactions associated with Iran 
and to consult with OFAC about their appro- 
priate handling. During this reporting pe- 
riod, OFAC took decisive action to prevent 
the U.S. clearing of third country dollar trav- 
elers checks sold by Iranian banks. 

5. The U.S. Customs Service has contin- 
ued to effect numerous seizures of Iranian- 
origin merchandise, primarily carpets, for 
violation of the import prohibitions of the 
ITR. Various enforcement actions carried 
over from previous reporting periods are 
continuing and new reports of violations are 
being aggressively pursued. Since March 11, 
1996, OFAC has collected two civil penalties 
totaling $6,000. The violations underlying 
these collections involve unlicensed exports 
to Iran. Civil penalty action is pending 
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against 12 U.S. companies and financial insti- 
tutions for violations of the Regulations. 

6. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
March 15 through September 14, 1996, that 
are directly attributable to the exercise of 
— and authorities conferred by the dec- 
aration of a national emergency with respect 
to Iran are approximately $850,000, most of 
which represents wage and salary costs for 
Federal personnel. Personnel costs were 
largely centered in the Department of the 
Treasury (particularly in the Office of For- 
eign Assets Control, the U.S. Customs Serv- 
ice, the Office of the Under Secretary for 
Enforcement, and the Office of the General 
Counsel), the Department of State (particu- 
larly the Bureau of Economic and Business 
Affairs, the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, 
the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, and 
the Office of the Legal Adviser), and the De- 
partment of Commerce (the Bureau of Ex- 
port Administration and the General Coun- 
sels Office). 

7. The situation reviewed above continues 
to involve important diplomatic, financial, 
and legal interests of the United States and 
its nationals and presents an extraordinary 
and unusual threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. The declaration of the national emer- 
gency with respect to Iran contained in Exec- 
utive Order 12957 and the comprehensive 
economic sanctions imposed by Executive 
Order 12959 underscore the United States 
Government opposition to the actions and 
= of the Government of Iran, particu- 
arly its support of international terrorism 


and its effort to acquire weapons of mass de- 
struction and the means to deliver them. The 
Iranian Transactions Regulations issued pur- 
suant to Executive Orders 12957 and 12959 
continue to advance important objectives in 


promoting the nonproliferation and 
antiterrorism policies of the United States. 
I shall exercise the powers at my disposal to 
deal with these problems and will report pe- 
riodically to the Congress on significant de- 
velopments. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
September 13, 1996. 
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The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





r9 
The President announced his intention to 
appoint Gary W. Divine to the National Part- 
nership Council. 
The President also announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Mr. Divine to the Federal 
Salary Council. 


September 10 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Kansas City, MO. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had a telephone conversation 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a Democratic National Committee luncheon 
and reception at the Westin Crowne Centre 
Hotel. Following the reception, he traveled 
to St. Louis, MO. In the evening, he traveled 
to Pueblo, CO. 


September 11 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Sun City, AZ. In the evening, he traveled 
to Mountain View, CA, where he attended 
a Democratic National Committee dinner at 
a private residence. He then traveled to Fres- 
no, CA. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts 
in the area struck by Hurricane Fran and as- 
sociated heavy rain, high wind, flooding, and 
slides on September 5-8. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and or- 
dered Federal aid to supplement Common- 
wealth and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by Hurricane Hortense beginning 
September 9 and continuing. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert S. LaRussa as Assistant 
Secretary for Import Administration at the 
Department of Commerce. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Walker Lee Evey to the Committee 
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for Purchase From People Who Are Blind 
or Severely Disabled. 


12 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA, and then to Santa 
Monica, CA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jeffrey A. Frankel as a member of 
the White House Council of Economic Ad- 
visers. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Charles Gueli to the Board of Di- 
rectors of the National Institute of Building 
Sciences. 

The President announced his intention to 
— Raynard C. Soon to be a member 
of the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva- 
tion. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Ada Demb, Walter Falcon, and Goro 
Uehara as members of the Board for Inter- 
national Food and Agricultural Develop- 
ment. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Kenneth J. Arrow, Elsa Garmire, and 
Joan Argetsinger Steitz to the President's 
Committee on the National Medal of 
Science. 

The President asked the Congress to 
vide $400 million in emergency funds to cht 
forest fires and made available $50 million 
for the temporary housing of flood victims. 

The White House announced that the 
President announced that Ambassador Rich- 
ard Holbrooke will lead the Presidential del- 
egation to Bosnia to observe the September 
14 elections. 


13 

In the morning, the President and Hillary 
Clinton returned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Adm. Stansfield Turner (Ret.) as a 
member of the U.S. Naval Academy Board 
of Visitors. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint George Newton as member and 
Chair and Edward Lee Gorsuch II, James 
A. Palmer, and John Eyres Hobbie as mem- 
bers of the Arctic Research Commission. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and or- 
dered Federal aid to supplement State and 
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local recovery efforts in the area struck by 
flooding associated with Tropical Depression 
Fran on September 6-8. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted September 9 
Alan H. Flanigan 
of Virginia, to _ De eputy Director for Supply 


Reduction, Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, vice John P. Walters, resigned. 


Submitted September 13 


Richard W. ian, 

of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure 
of service as Special Coordinator for Rwanda/ 
Burundi. 


Robert S. LaRussa, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, vice Susan G. Esserman. 





Checklist of White House Press 


Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released September 9 
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Transcript of a press briefing by Senior Pol- 
icy Adviser to the Vice President Elaine 
Kamarck and Acting Office of Management 
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and Budget Director Jack Lew on aviation 
safety and the President's counter-terrorism 
initiative 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary David Johnson on the Presi- 
dent’s meeting with Prime Minister John 
Bruton of Ireland 

Transcript of a press briefing by Special Mid- 
dle East Coordinator Dennis Ross on the 
President’s meeting with Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the Bosnian elections 


Statement biome Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the Angolan peace process 


Listing of individuals awarded the Presi- 
dential Medal of Freedom 


Released September 10 


Fact sheet on the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty 


Fact sheet on the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty: Chronology During the Clinton Ad- 


ministration 
Released September 11 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 
Released September 12 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry and Clinton/Gore ’96 
Press Secretary Joe Lockhart 


Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant to 
the President for Domestic Policy Planning 
Bruce Reed on charter schools 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing the U.S. delegation to observe 
the Bosnian elections on September 14 


Released September 13 
Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Transcript of a press briefing by NSC Senior 
Director for European Affairs Sandy 
Vershbow on the Bosnian elections 
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H.R. 3845 / Public Law 104-194 


District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
1997 
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